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Building a Better Brotherhood: 
Phi Delt 2020

T he new biennium started off with a very festive and successful 79th 
General Convention held in our nation’s capital. Much planning 
and preparation went into this special marque event and our general 

headquarters staff must be commended for their flawless execution. All in 
attendance, Phis and their families and friends, enjoyed much pageantry 
as we saluted and honored our military for their service during opening 
ceremonies. We continued to recognize our military with a very special and 
moving wreath laying ceremony at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier at 
Arlington National Cemetery.

As we embark upon a new biennium, we focus on many fraternity issues. 
Our Phi Delt 2020 Plan is our planning bedrock as we move forward. 
Certainly, there will be tweaks along the way as this is a dynamic planning 
process. Undergraduate education and programming is an important part 
of our future plans and the new year brings with it a host of educational 
conferences for both undergraduate and alumni participation. Included in 
this planning are: the President’s Leadership Conference and concurrent 
House Corp Summit in St. Louis, the first in ten years; our General 
Officers Conference; and, our expanded hallmark event, the Kleberg 
Emerging Leaders Institute, at Miami University in August. 

By the time you receive this issue of The Scroll, the undergraduates will 
be nearing the completion of the first half of their school year. As always, as 
school begins we are ever mindful of the increased risk associated with each 
chapter’s social calendar and initiating new Phikeias and brothers into the 
Bond. We see time and time again our intra-fraternal brothers exhibit poor 
judgment and place their membership at risk through exposure to excessive 

social behavior and/or hazing of their future members. We too are not 
immune to these events.

We took a huge stand in July of 2000 and July of 2004 with alcohol-free 
housing and our philosophy of “Don’t Tarnish the Badge.” We all hope 
to be well intentioned but sometimes this just doesn’t happen. Certainly 
when one of these events does occur we ultimately concur that none of 
the risks are worth it. Those of us who are volunteers have both of these 
issues constantly in the forefront of our minds as we continue to be our 
brother’s keeper. We want this mindset to be ever-present in the culture of 
our chapters.

This year also marked the passing of famous Phi and accomplished 
astronaut Brother Neil Armstrong. I had the honor one August to enjoy 
lunch with him and the Council. I recall as I shook his hand that this 
would be the rarest of and most fleeting fraternity moments I might ever 
remember. I found it comforting to learn during our lunch Neil felt 
very  strongly about his Phi Delta Theta experience. He recounted the 
importance of his undergraduate days at Purdue as well as the impact 
the Fraternity would play in molding him for the future. It was such a 
special moment for me as a Phi that it will forever be emblazoned upon 
my memory. I’ve been fortunate to know other brother astronauts, F. Story 
Musgrave and Jon McBride. They too recall with fondness their Phi Delt 
journey and continue to give back to the Fraternity on a regular basis.

The convention delegation also elected a new general council with 
extremely competent and thoughtful brothers. They always place the 
Fraternity’s best interest at heart. It is indeed my pleasure and privilege to 
work alongside them. Fraternity business is always ongoing as the General 
Council and volunteers and staff reach for excellence. 

I wish you the best for the New Year.

Yours in the Bond,

Christopher A. Lapple (California State-Northridge ’80) 
General Council President 2012–2014
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A dam Riess, MIT ’92, winner of the 2011 Nobel Prize in Physics, was 
awarded the Phi Delta Theta Distinguished Alumnus Award at a 
dinner held by the Fraternity in his honor at the Space Telescope 

Science Institute on the campus of Johns Hopkins University, September 
19, 2012. The prize recognized his work using supernovae to determine that 
the expansion rate of the universe is accelerating faster than conventional 
theory has long posited.

Adam shared highlights of his research, which is a collaborative effort 
with fellow scientists Saul Perlmutter and Brian B. Schmidt. He also 
recalled the humbling experience of receiving the actual award from the 
King in Stockholm and signing the book of awardees—a space he now 

shares with such notables as Einstein, Niels-Bohr, Heisenberg, Winston 
Churchill and Madame Curie.

The event was attended by Phi Delt alumni from both the Washington, 
D.C. and Baltimore areas, along with several undergraduate members from 
Johns Hopkins University and Washington College. And it is important 
to note that the part of the Hubble Telescope Adam uses in his research 
was also the focus of the work of Brother F. Story Musgrave, Syracuse 
’58. In fact, Story’s work several years ago greatly improved the part of the 
Telescope that Adam now uses, showing once more that the Phi Delt 
motto, “one man is no man” is alive and well. 

To learn more about Adam’s work, visit http://www.stsci.edu/~ariess/.

Adam Riess, MIT ’92
Awarded the Phi Delta Theta Distinguished Alumnus Award

Left to right: WL Gray, Jr., TCU ’70 (Chairman, Phi Delta Theta Foundation Trustees), Chris Brussalis, Allegheny ’87 (General Council Member), Adam Riess, MIT ’92 (2011 Nobel Laureate), Bob 
Biggs, Georgia Southern ’76 (Executive Vice President).
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Total number of 
awards granted by 

the Foundation 
throughout its 

history.

2776

54
Named scholarships and 
fellowships available to 

specific chapters or groups.

4/1
Deadline for Scholarship 

applications.

$3.9
Million
total amount the U.S. 

Foundation has awarded 
during its 54-year history. 

150
Number of individual 

scholarships and 
fellowships awarded 

by the Foundation 
this year.

$199,000
Amount awarded to 198 

undergraduates since 1974 by the 
Canadian Foundation.

19
Chapter leadership funds 
used to support chapter 
members attending Fraternity 
educational events. Find out more at

http://phideltathetafoundation.org

$165,638
Total amount of scholarships 

awarded for the 2012–2013 
academic year.

STATS
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North Carolina Alpha.Five of the brothers who pledged Indiana Gamma in 1962. L–r: Lon Showley (San Diego, Calif.), 
Jerry Bond (Fishers, Ind.), Larry Golomb (LeRoy, Ill.), Tom Farnam (Washington, D.C.), and 
Don Thompson (Mesa, Ariz.). 
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Chapter News
Ashland University
Ohio Mu
Over 60 Phi Delt brothers participated in 
the inaugural Ohio Mu Trautwein-Kruger 
Invitational golf outing, we rekindled the spirit 
of brotherhood and helped raise additional funds 
for the Thad D. Trautwein Endowed Scholarship 
Fund at AU (given annually to an Ohio Mu 
Phi). Jerry Ruyan, ’68, started the scholarship 
for his fraternity big brother, Thad Trautwein. At 
the event, Ruyan announced they would add a 
second name to the scholarship, in memory of 
Brother Steve Kruger who fought and lost a battle 
with cancer in June 2012. They shared a lot of 
laughs, a lot of good brotherly competition, and 
all for a good cause. 

Boston University 
Massachusetts Epsilon
Massachusetts Epsilon transitioned brothers to 
their new positions, planned events for the fall, 
took classes, and studied abroad in England, 
Spain, Switzerland, Australia, Japan, Israel, and 
the Dominican Republic.

Other achievements include: Brother Pete 
Petrin, ’13, was elected student body president. 
Nate Bessa, ’14, a Business and Computer 
Science major, is bringing the Millennium 
Campus Conference to Northeastern University 
this fall. Several other brothers (Max, Warren, 
Pete Petrin, Shantanu, Sohill and Brian) are on 
the organizing committee for this 1,000 person 

conference. Huy Quoc Vo, ’14, a junior Business 
major, started Toastmasters, a non-profit 
educational organization that teaches public 
speaking and leadership skills. Craig Curelop, 
’15, united his town to get into the World 
record books by having the longest continuous 
wiffleball game (playing for over 33 hours!) 
while also raising more than $5,000 to fight Lou 
Gehrig’s disease.

Several brothers attended national conferences 
over the summer to sharpen their skills and 
bring back knowledge to share with the chapter. 
Brendan Gerrity, ’14, and Craig Curelop 
represented Massachusetts Epsilon at the 
79th Phi Delta Theta General Convention in 
Washington, D.C. Over 700 Phis attended, and 
Mass Epsilon was recognized with the Campus 
Involvement Award for having a high percentage 
of brothers in extra-curricular activities and 
the Scholarship Award for having the highest 
fraternal GPA during the fall 2011 semester. Also 
during this Convention, Curelop was recognized 
as one of the largest Iron Phi fundraisers for 
his $5,000 record breaking wiffleball game! 
Brothers Mat Zimmer, ’15, and Bryce Wassa, ’15, 
represented the chapter at the Kleberg Emerging 
Leaders Institute to sharpen their leadership 
skills, gain valuable advice from fellow brothers, 
and create plans to guide the chapter this fall.

Additionally, brothers have started their 
co-op experiences. Employers include General 
Electric, State Street, Arrowstreet Capital, 
Wellington Management, BNY Convergex, 
Eagle Investments, Mass General Hospital, the 
Broad Institute of MIT, and Harvard.

The chapter congratulates its first class of 
graduated seniors. In May, Brothers Warren 
Hagist and Terence Ephraim graduated from 
Northeastern University. Both Terence and 
Warren plan to stay actively involved with the 
fraternity during the fall semester and beyond.

Butler University 
Indiana Gamma
01 | We decided to have a 50th reunion based on 
our Pledge Year instead of waiting for our 50th 
Graduation Year. We figured that too many of us 
might be in the Chapter Grand.

University of California-Davis
California Epsilon
On September 24, 2012, the California Epsilon 
140+ year old house was demolished in 
preparation for the construction of a new, $1.2 
million structure. This is huge step forward for 
the newly re-established chapter and comes on 
the heels of six years of planning by the alumni 
association, championship wins in intramural 
sports, the induction of a fall Phikeia class 1/3 the 
size of the active chapter, and improving grades 
along all metrics, including multiple Phikeias 
making the Dean’s List during their Phikeia 
quarter. —Dylan Schaefer

University of Chicago
Illinois Beta 
Julius Stein-Supanich, ’13, earned the distinction 
of Student Marshal at the University of Chicago. 
The University of Chicago does not award the 
distinction of Cum Laude to undergraduate 
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Georgia Beta brothers at one of their philanthropic events. Georgia Tech brothers : Richard Knight, ’71, Bruce Black, ’74, Steve Taylor, ’72, Todd Woodhull, 
’70, Bill Lovejoy, ’70, Ron Enzweiler, ’72, Terry Honan, ’68, Jim Mayes, ’71, Jimmy Moylan, ’73, 
Jimbo Liipfert, ’70, Frasier Smith, ’68, Rick Hudson, ’66, Bill Vernon ’67, and Cary Webb, ’65.

03 04

students, but rather names distinguished students 
as Student Marshals. Selection as a Student 
Marshal is the highest honor awarded to students 
in the College at the University of Chicago. 
Only fifty students of the Class of 2013 earned 
this distinction which is given to those who 
maintain an outstanding academic record and 
make significant contributions to the campus 
and community through their leadership in 
extra-curricular activities. In addition to being 
named Student Marshal, Brother Stein-Supanich 
was elected to Phi Beta Kappa at the end of his 
third year of studies, putting him at the very top 
of his class academically. —Michael Gonzalez

Dalhousie University
Nova Scotia Alpha
Coming from a strong Brotherhood Retreat, the 
brothers of Nova Scotia Alpha have never started 
the year off any better. Active involvement with 
Dalhousie University’s Orientation Week helped 
them recruit a Phikeia class of 16, which is the 
largest among fraternities on campus, and a size 
only matched once by NSA in the past 20 years. 
NSA shows a strong presence in the community, 
both through fundraising and donation of time 
among various causes. These include Run for 
the Cure, Diabetes Walk, Autism Nova Scotia, 
and dedication to a local soup kitchen. With 
this success the chapter looks to make it their 
strongest year yet.

Nova Scotia Alpha has never been so 
determined to strive for greatness so early in the 
year. Coming just short of holding the Housser 
for eight years running, the brothers of Nova 

Scotia Alpha want it back. They plan to do this 
through inspiring alumni to be more involved 
than ever, by raising over $10,000 through Iron 
Phi in 2012, giving back to the community and 
instilling a stronger sense of unity amongst the 
brothers. Nova Scotia Alpha is always looking to 
raise the bar. —Nathan Brenan 

Davidson College
North Carolina Gamma
On October 6th NC Gamma held its first annual 
Phi’s for G.I.’s event. The festival was held to 
raise money for Support U.S. Armed Forces, 
which helps soldiers, veterans and their families 
when they return home.   included an aerial 
demonstration before the Davidson College 
football game, a band, mechanical bull, silent 
auction and many other fun activities for the 
Davidson community. NC. Gamma has four 
brothers in ROTC so the military connection was 
very important. Phi’s for G.I.’s raised over $8,000 
for Support U.S. Armed Forces.

The biggest challenge for NC Gamma in 2013 
is improving our connection and participation 
with alumni. Our third Founders Day is 
scheduled for this spring and we are working 
hard to improve communication and provide 
incentive for our alumni to return to campus 
on a yearly basis. We are also in the process 
of planning an annual event in the fall on 
homecoming weekend which will also serve as a 
Phi Delt reunion. —Jip Richards 

DePauw University
Indiana Zeta
Indiana Zeta’s 18,440 square foot historical home 
was retro-fitted with 188 sprinkler heads (six 
different head types) and was part of a major 
renovation project to keep the house safe and 
comfortable for its residents. The Phi Delta 
Theta building’s general contractor, C.F. Jones 
Group, and owner had very specific aesthetic 
requirements to maintain the integrity of the 
historic structure. “The project required a high 
level of experience and communication. We were 
able to fulfill those needs in a timely manner 
so that the historical house and its incoming 
students would be safe,” said Brenneco Fire 
Protection owner, Eric Flora. —Chris Johnston

Denison University
Ohio Iota
Chuck Gorman, ’73, and a team of 
non-Denison alumni and Ohio Iota 
undergraduates turned The Lodge inside out 
during a great work weekend. “Alumni have 
been coming annually for the last five years and 
become very fond of the chapter. Brotherhood 
has transcended all the years. We know that 
challenges are faced, successes will be achieved, 
and the Bond will be carried by graduates into 
their post-Denison lives. We wish the same 
richness of bond that we Phi alumni have for 
the current chapter members. Because of the 
tireless effort of Chuck Gorman, we are All IN.” 
Thirteen Phikeias committed in the fall and 
they are aiming for 15 or more in the spring.

—John Manchester



   Winter 2013 9

University of Mississippi Foundation President/CEO Wendell Weakley, IFC President Brian 
Barnes, ’13, IFC Vice President for Philanthropy Reid Patrick, ’13, and UM Foundation Vice 
President Sandra Guest.
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Duke University
North Carolina Alpha
02 | In the past six months, we welcomed new 
officers, developed programs to strengthen the 
brotherhood and promote our values across Duke 
University’s campus, relocated to a better section 
house in Craven Quadrangle and even recruited 
a fall Phikeia class, leaving the chapter very 
optimistic for formal recruitment in the spring. 
Our greatest success has been in our growth as 
a brotherhood and as a chapter through various 
programming and community service events, 
such as volunteering at the Duke University 
Campus Farm and choreographing some dances 
for Duke’s annual Stroll Show.

We hope to reconnect with our alumni. Our 
aim is to have more interaction with alumni 
to benefit from their advice, mentorship and 
to help us develop within the Bond. We are 
drafting our first chapter newsletter in many 
years, reconfiguring the chapter’s events for Duke 
University’s Alumni Weekend (April 12–14, 2013); 
we also plan to host a monthly alumni dinner for 
area alumni. —Edgar Baldridge IV

Emory University
Georgia Beta 
03 | Georgia Beta received the Phoenix Award 
at General Convention this summer. Another 
high achievement was maintaining our strong 
recruitment program during our fall informal 
upper class rush. The past three years have seen 
classes of 14, 12, and 10 gentlemen, respectively. 
Every year Georgia Beta hails the largest fall 
recruitment class on campus and believes our 

2012 class of 10 men truly embodies the ideals of 
Phi Delta Theta; this group will be one of the 
most productive and influential fall recruitment 
classes yet.

This year Georgia Beta will make drastic 
changes in our alumni program. Georgia Beta 
has had minimal alumni contact for the past 10 
years, and we hope to reconnect with our alumni 
and establish a strong base so that in the coming 
years, we are able to maintain contact with 
brothers from another time. Georgia Beta hosted 
the successful Alumni Golf Shootout, BBQ and 
invited brothers back to the chapter house for our 
40-year reunion. We planned for 10- and 50-year 
reunions last spring in addition to a Founders 
Day celebration.

—Eric Lawson

Emporia State University 
Kansas Epsilon 
Three members nominated as Homecoming 
Royalty—one named Homecoming King, 
Brother Ben Reilly (Phikeia Educator), Brother 
Garion Masterson (Vice President), and Brother 
Matt Crome (President)—were three of the five 
nominees selected by Emporia State organizations 
and the judging panel. All three seniors have 
held multiple offices in the chapter, as well as in 
other student organizations. Brother Matt Crome 
was named homecoming king at the university’s 
homecoming ceremony on October 13th. 

Kansas Epsilon also held its 27th Annual 
Polesit for S.O.S., a charity fundraiser aimed at 
raising funds for a local domestic abuse support 
shelter and their services for those affected by 

sexual and domestic violence, child abuse, and 
neglect. Brothers braved cold rain and lightning 
to raise $4,500 during the event, which began at 
6 a.m. on the Friday before homecoming, and 
ran 30 straight hours, until noon on Saturday. 
Representatives of Emporia’s Sheriff and Police 
departments came out to show support, as well as 
the Emporia mayor and ESU President Michael 
Shonrock. The total broke the chapter’s old 
record of nearly $4,200. The 30 brothers of Kansas 
Epsilon were joined by a large group of alumni, 
as well as fiancées and girlfriends. 

Florida Atlantic University 
Florida Nu
Greek unity works! Last year, David Fernandez 
started one of Florida Nu’s staple philanthropy 
events with Alpha Epsilon Pi: The Chili 
Cook-off. He does not accept the Animal House 
stereotype that fraternities should be bitter rivals 
with each other and should not even make eye 
contact. It was his willingness to work with others 
and try something new that propelled this event 
to what it is today. We all have different abilities 
and weaknesses, so why not use them to their 
fullest? Last year we used the networks of both 
fraternities to have a bigger turnout than usual 
for a philanthropy event. This year Brother David 
Boynton and Alpha Epsilon Pi Josh Rubenstein 
took the event beyond the Greek system at 
FAU and started working with the Boca Raton 
community to expand its reach. Companies like 
Tire Kingdom, Park Avenue Grill, IbreakUfix, 
and Red Bull all contributed to the successful 
event. Our chapter is also happy to report its 

Missouri Epsilon’s groundbreaking ceremony.

06
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Oregon Alpha alumni from the ’50s meet regularly: 75 members strong!

08

second Gold Star award. In November, Florida 
Nu initiated a unified group of 25 student leaders. 
—Lucas Crostarosa

Franklin College
Indiana Delta
Indiana Delta received its largest pledge class last 
fall since being reinstalled in 2008. With a pledge 
class of 17, this not only makes Phi Delta Theta 
have the largest pledge class, but also moves 
them up to the largest fraternity on campus, and 
largest the chapter has been since recolonization.
This is also the third largest pledge class in 
Indiana Delta history. This is just a symbol of 
how Indiana Delta is consistently improving. Last 
spring Indiana Delta was named chapter of the 
year for the third year in a row. This large pledge 
class shows that Indiana Delta will continue 
to show excellence and maintain a long a rich 
history of being the best at Franklin College.

Getting to the top is no easy task, but staying 
on top will be just as hard. Being named Chapter 
of the Year for the third year in a row sets a 
precedent for our chapter. We are going to have 
to constantly make improvements to stay on 
top. We are going to really have to narrow in on 
things. We are setting higher goals, increasing 
our base G.P.A. from a 2.5 to a 2.8. We are going 
to see what we are truly made of. This is when we 
will go from a good chapter to a great chapter.

—Tanner May 

Georgia Institute of Technology 
Georgia Delta
04 | Brothers from the late 1960s gathered 
for homecoming weekend and Phi tailgate 
on October 26–27. It is an annual event that 
draws many Phis and their families. “We all 
enjoyed a dinner at Manuel’s Tavern and a great 
pre-game celebration and parade.” This event 
commemorated the 40th year since graduation 
for many attending. See photo for some of the 
brothers who attended. Others not pictured but 
in attendance during the weekend include Ken 
Adams, ’67, Lyle Martin, ’70, Jimmy Taylor, ’72, 
Stan Baumgartner, ’72, Bob Snelson, ’67, Robert 
Sutton, ’69, Johnny Williams, ’64, Rob Black, 
’72, WJ Blane, ’67, and Jimmy Brown, ’69, and 
several more —Richard Knight

Gettsyburg College 
Pennsylvania Beta
The Pennsylvania Beta chapter at Gettysburg 
College celebrated Alumni Weekend, which 
took place September 28–30, 2012. The chapter 
welcomed back more than 50 alumni and their 
respective families, for a wonderful weekend. 
Current undergrads were able to meet a number 
of alumni, which helped bring the chapter 
together as a whole.

After a chapter meeting many of the alumni 
went on a tour throughout the town and battlefield 
sites. Saturday night the alumni attended a buffet 
dinner where they were able to reminisce on their 
years spent at Gettysburg College. The highlight 
of the evening was the awarding of the Golden 

Legionnaire pins to those alumni of 50 years, 
presented by Brother Pete White,’59.

Hofstra University
New York Kappa
Buzzing off of its Hofstra Greek Chapter of the 
Year Award at the end of last spring, New York 
Kappa has done a lot to maintain its prominence 
on campus. NYK won the Homecoming 
Float Building competition with Alpha Phi 
this October for the second year in a row. The 
chapter has also raised about $200 in their annual 
Pie-A-Phi philanthropy event. The brothers 
are especially excited to have just recruited 
their largest fall pledge class ever with 10 men 
accepting bids to join the Epsilon class, an 
unheard of feat in Hofstra Greek life. 

New York Kappa’s biggest challenge in 2012 
was recruitment due to the graduation of most 
of our founders. We are proud that our brothers 
really stepped up and helped recruit one of our 
largest pledge classes ever to ensure our longevity 
on campus. —Spencer MacDonald

Iowa State University
Iowa Gamma
Summer 2012 Iowa Gamma had an extremely 
successful work weekend. Alumni came from all 
over the country to add their touch to the fraternity 
house. During this weekend both active members 
and alumni were able to redo all of the landscaping, 
paint several hallways, repair and paint the parking 
lot, and give the house a deep scrub. That weekend 
ensured a great start to the year.

Missouri Theta brothers keeping the roadway litter free.
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Indiana Theta paying tribute to Brother Neil Armstrong at a candlelight vigil held outside of 
the Neil Armstrong Hall of Engineering.

California Sigma take a stand against hazing during National Hazing Prevention Week 2012.

1009

As Iowa Gamma continues to grow in 
members, it also continues to grow in age. In 2013 
Iowa Gamma will celebrate its 100th anniversary. 
To gear up for our celebration, Iowa Gamma 
encourages all Iowa Gamma members to return 
for a very fun filled, historic weekend. 

—Alex Eppel 

Kansas State
Kansas Gamma
The Kansas Gamma chapter recently started 
philanthropy to aid in the fight against ALS. 
With the help of Billy Pilgrim and Avitar 
Chemical Inc., the men of Kansas Gamma put 
together a philanthropy project that has the 
potential to donate $1,000 or more each semester 
while helping the environment. We have been 
collecting aluminum by putting recycling bins 
in 24 fraternity houses across campus. In the first 
month, Phi Delta Theta collected 207 pounds 
of aluminum cans, selling them for $72.60. It is 
projected that Kansas Gamma will collect 200 
pounds every two weeks.

This upcoming year Kansas Gamma will 
spread the news of their new philanthropy, 
Aluminum for ALS, to more fraternity and 
sorority houses across Kansas State’s campus. 
Aside from this, we continue to build on our 
recent success as we initiate a new strategic plan, 
which includes detailed steps that we as a chapter 
and Executive Board will be following to ensure 
that we are seen internationally as one of the 
most efficient and respected Phi Delt chapters.

—Riley Wheeler 

Mercer University
Georgia Gamma
The Georgia Gamma chapter of Phi Delta Theta 
is hard at work, starting off 2012 fall semester 
with a fantastic recruitment and twelve new 
Phikeias. New members have proved to be 
resourceful, hardworking, and sociable, and are 
great additions to the chapter. They show great 
initiative in learning about the fraternity and are 
developing a strong brotherhood and they are 
proud to call them Phikeias.

Their biggest challenge is to foster a stronger 
model of year round recruitment. The chapter 
sponsored a joint effort between our Recruitment 
Chair, Rodrigo Visbal, and Philanthropy Chair, 
Jake Clifton. Headed up by Visbal, the two put 
on an ALS Awareness Cookout, in an effort to 
make Mercer’s students more informed about this 
debilitating disease, while also promoting year 
round recruitment activities by reaching out to 
new people all over campus. The event was a great 
success pulling in several new prospects while 
also educating the Mercer community about 
Amyotrophic Lateral Sclerosis.

—Nicholas Sage Harris

University of Miami
Florida Delta
After winning Most Outstanding Chapter in 2012, 
Florida Delta had a successful fall Rush class of 
19 Phikeias, the most of any fraternity on campus. 
“We enjoy seeing our young Phikeia grow 
through the pledge process and look forward to 
initiating them into our chapter,” shares Bryant.
To make sure they don’t become complacent in 

their recent successes, Florida Delta is focusing 
specifically on alumni relations by having an 
Alumni Golf Tournament during Homecoming 
weekend, and helping more of our brothers 
achieve Iron Phi status. —Glenn Bryant 

University of Mississippi
Mississippi Alpha
05 | The Inter Fraternity Council at The 
University of Mississippi gave $5000 to the 
University of Mississippi Foundation last month 
for the Robert Langley Memorial Scholarship. 
IFC’s Sixth Annual Robert Langley Memorial 
Flag Football Tournament raised funds for this 
donation. We are proud of our students, their 
accomplishments, and their contribution to such 
a worthy cause. 

Mississippi State University
Mississippi Beta
Under the leadership of Rush Chairmen Blain 
Whitehead and Sterling Robinson, Mississippi 
Beta had a successful fall 2012 rush. The chapter 
thanks the Parents Association for the help and 
time they gave during formal rush week at the 
annual prospective member steak dinner, as well 
as the guidance of the Alumni Advisory Board 
and House Corporation. Many thanks go to 
the chapter alumni for their excellent potential 
member recommendations.

On August 18, five new active members were 
inducted into the chapter.
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Tennessee Alpha raised over $8,000 at the Van Webb Memorial Pig Roast.
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Mississippi State University
Mississippi Beta
Eleven Phis at Mississippi State University 
took time out of their fall break to help a local 
elementary school. The members, accompanied 
by alumni Dan Whatley, ’05, and Sumner 
Davis, ’97, took part in Sudduth Elementary’s 
Community Build Day for its new Friendship 
Playground. Volunteer groups around Starkville 
teamed up to build the school a new playground 
accessible for handicapped children as well as 
children of all ages. 

University of Missouri
Missouri Alpha
On September 23, 2012, Missouri Alpha Chapter 
participated in St. Louis’ Vision Walk to support 
The Foundation Fighting Blindness. Missouri 
Alpha sent 26 members to St. Louis with a $500 
check that went directly to The Foundation 
Fighting Blindness. The chapter was recognized 
at the beginning of the walk, and members even 
helped lead pre-walk stretching exercises for 
others participations. It was a very successful day, 
and one that Missouri Alpha is very proud of.

Missouri Alpha hopes to reach out more to 
our alumni in the Columbia area. The chapter 
truly has gone through some dramatic changes 
throughout the last year, and they want their local 
alumni to notice how much better the house has 
become. From just 10 months ago, the house has 
drastically improved. 

—Andrew Kauffman 

Missouri State University 
Missouri Epsilon
06 | Since 2010, Missouri Epsilon has been 
planning to tear down their existing Elm Street 
house, located at 1107 E. Elm Street, and 
rebuild. The current house, built in the 1800s, 
was falling apart, according to Greg Laury, 
chapter president.

In 2011, fundraising for the alumni-based 
project began, with an official kickoff at the April 
2012 Founders Day Banquet with 160 individuals 
present. The chapter has raised more than 
$850,000 to build a new house that, in the end, 
will cost $1.4 million. Laury, an administrative 
management major, said while the house will 
have a completely new look, they hope to keep 
tradition alive with features from the old house, 
including a large front porch.

In December 2012, the house was torn down, 
leaving members without a chapter house for a 
semester. Laury said the new gathering location 
should be ready for move-in by August 2013. “It’s 
been a transition because our alumni are forking 
over thousands of dollars and it’s essentially an 
investment for them,” Laury said. “It’s helping us, 
which is great, because they’re helping us set and 
reach goals.”

At the 27th Annual Jeffrey R. Nieman Golf 
Tournament, active brothers, alumni, family and 
friends gathered to take part in Missouri Epsilon’s 
annual golf tournament to celebrate the life of Jeff 
Nieman and the founding of Missouri Epsilon. 
The event, held at Rivercut Golf Course, hosted 
over 80 golfers.

Phis took part in another benefit golf 
tournament, the Eric Westacott Golf Classic, that 
benefits both a deserving St. Louis individual who 
has been affected by a spinal cord injury, and one 
of our own brothers, Eric Westacott, ’95.

This year’s tournament benefitted Officer 
Michael Vernon of the Florrisant, Missouri police 
department. Officer Vernon was injured in the 
line of duty when he was shot and the bullet 
lodged into his spinal cord. The tournament 
proceeds of $10,000 were donated to Officer 
Vernon as he works towards recovery. 

University of Montana
Montana Alpha
Kyle Schmauch, and his journalism partner, won 
the Fox News Challenge $10,000 scholarship 
and a $10,000 grant to his school’s journalism 
department for their video on Montana’s wolf 
crisis. He will serve a summer 2013 internship 
with Fox News. During the 2012 campaign 
season, he worked on a Montana gubernatorial 
campaign along with many events as Social 
Chair for the Montana Alpha chapter. 

Northwest Missouri State University
Missouri Theta
07 | Missouri Theta had a successful formal 
recruitment with their biggest pledge class in 
three years. They are excited to see what their 
Phikeias can do and are looking forward to see 
where they take the chapter in the future. Their 
fall alumni event was a tailgate at the Northwest 
football game at Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas 

Indiana Lambda Brother Philip H. Behrens, 
IV received the President’s Medal during the 
commencement ceremony.

Tennessee Delta Chapter President Paul 
Darkangelo at the wreath laying ceremony at 
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

11 12
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Missouri Gamma wears pink to support breast cancer and donated $250 towards research.

14

Washington Beta is proud of the tight bonds created amongst the brothers in their chapter.

15

City. A second alumni tailgate took place during 
homecoming weekend, with Phis hoping that 
Brother Riley Ziemer would win Homecoming 
King. This is the second year in a row he has 
been nominated for the award. NWMSU Phi 
Delts have adopted a stretch of highway to clean, 
see picture for the crew of Phis that volunteered.

They had a good start to the year with fall 
recruitment but spring recruitment is typically 
a down time for the fraternities on campus. 
They also hope to broaden their philanthropic 
achievements with their annual Easter egg hunt 
and more. —Michael T. Tracy

University of Oregon
Oregon Alpha
08 | The brothers that lived in the house during 
the 1950s have been gathering every three–
four years. See the picture of the June 2012 
gathering—75 members strong! The event began 
with a Friday night reception, with several groups 
moving to several restaurants for dinner. Saturday 
they had athletic contests, university tours to 
see the changes since the last reunion. Saturday 
night they donned suits and ties and had their 
banquet, with the event concluding with Sunday 
brunch. This is a brothers-only event. On a 
reverential note, 33 of our regular attendees have 
now entered Chapter Grand…in coelo quies est. 

—Dennis Ryan

Oregon State University
Oregon Beta
The men of Oregon Beta have rallied around 
Brother Matt Fettig, ’14, who was diagnosed 

with acute lymphoblastic leukemia in August. 
He had to sit out a semester while undergoing 
treatment. His chapter and his school community 
have sponsored many fundraisers to help Matt 
with his mounting medical bills. His brothers 
say Matt is positive and upbeat and won’t allow 
anyone to feel sorry for him. In fact, the brothers 
tease him about being on the Squirrel floor at 
the local Children’s Hospital (they don’t number 
the floors). Matt is one of the older “children” at 
the hospital. The best news is that Matt is now in 
remission and hoping to return to school soon. 

Purdue University
Indiana Theta
09 | Indiana Theta’s greatest achievement in the 
past six months has been better involvement, 
after the passing of our most famous alumnus, 
Neil Armstrong. The chapter quickly came 
together to plan a candlelight vigil outside of the 
house and also a march to his statue at the Neil 
Armstrong Hall of Engineering. Since then, the 
chapter has seen improved participation with 
recruitment events, intramurals, philanthropies, 
study tables and campus involvement. With a 
new point system implemented, bylaws reviewed, 
and a new scholarship program in place, 
Indiana Theta has raised the bar for itself with 
organization and accountability.

With new officers soon to be in office, Indiana 
Theta’s biggest challenge in the coming year 
will be to maintain what has been implemented 
in the past six months. “We cannot settle with 
where we are now. The potential for the chapter 
is sky high and all of us feel very confident that 

our new officers will keep the ball rolling as we 
continue with our goal to become the premier 
chapter on Purdue’s campus.” —Paul Bloodgood 

Robert Morris University
Pennsylvania Pi
In September, the band Identity X, which consists 
of three Phi Delts, alumni David Toole and Darin 
DiNapoli, and undergraduate Dan Schiz, along 
with the brothers of Pennsylvania Pi put together 
a rock concert in memory of Mike Haines, 
Pa. Pi founding father and CAB advisor. The 
rock concert consisted of many bands and was 
headlined by Identity X. The concert raised $2,600 
for the Michael R. Haines Memorial Scholarship.

This fall the brothers of the Pennsylvania Pi 
chapter of Phi Delta Theta recruited 18 Phikeias, 
one of the largest new classes on campus. This 
is the chapter’s Psi Phikeia Class and second 
consecutive year of having 18 or more Phikeia in 
a fall class. 

Pennsylvania Pi won the Knights of Pallas 
challenge for 100% participation (members giving 
$18.48). Good job! —Brandon Long

Rollins College
Florida Beta
2011–2012 Florida Beta Chapter President, Tad 
Walgreen, ’12, was named President of the Year 
by IFC at their annual May awards banquet.

On October 14, four undergraduates, Jack 
Lambrecht, Michael Brunelli, Jack Lockwood 
and Alex Burkland, participated in a 100-hole 
golf tournament, where all money raised went to 
the Special Olympics of Florida. The event was 
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a great success as the four brothers raised $7,000 
and totaled 36 hours of community service. The 
event was hosted by alumnus Matt Levy, ’95, and 
gave the current brothers a chance to connect 
with some of the alumni. Overall, the day was a 
great opportunity to raise awareness for a great 
organization and hopefully make a difference in 
someone’s life. 

Sonoma State University
California Sigma
10 | As part of National Hazing Prevention Week 
2012, Sonoma Phis took a stand against hazing. 
They designed “Don’t Haze Me, Bro” drink 
cozies, sponsored an anti-hazing awareness 
event by encouraging fellow students, faculty, 
community, and athletes to pledge support to fight 
against hazing and sign an “Anti-Hazing Oath.” 
Within 24 hours they collected 553 signatures and 
raised awareness. The oath stated “…I pledge 
to prevent....hazing…I understand the dangers 
associated with hazing, and vow to uphold 
the morals and values of my organization by 
preventing it.” Way to go Cal Sigma! 

—Julian Jolivette, Risk Management Chairman

University of Southern California
California Delta
Having a strong relationship with the university 
is a high priority for any chapter of Phi Delta 
Theta. For California Delta at USC, this value 
is especially prominent. California Delta has a 
diverse body of members and has established 
an honorable reputation among campus 
organizations that helps to build upon our 

positive relationship 
with the University of 
Southern California. 
Our members 
have been involved 
in organizations 
including: Trojan 
Football Team, Cross 
Country, Track, 
Global Medical 
Brigades, Trojan Men 
Acapella, KXSC Radio, 
Trojan Real Estate 
Association, Latino 
Business Student 
Association, Marshall 
Case team, USC Value 
Investing Group, 

Robotics club, NASA–Internships, Daily Trojan, 
SC Business Film Festival, USC Roller Hockey, 
BreakThrough Dance, Joint Educational Project, 
Marshall Outreach Volunteer, Troy Tones 
Acapella, CRU, and more. California Delta 
prides itself on encouraging members to diversify 
their interests in order to add to the richness of 
their college experience.

University of Southern Indiana
Indiana Lambda
11 | Phillip H. Behrens, IV, ’12, received the 
President’s Medal, the highest honor presented 
to a graduate, during the Commencement 
ceremony for the Pott College of Science, 
Engineering, and Education at ISU. He had a 
broad research experience as an undergraduate 
in addition to holding many leadership positions 
with Phi Delta Theta. During his tenure as 
president, the chapter won the Kansas City 
Trophy, based on overall chapter excellence. He 
tutored undergraduates through the Academic 
Skills Department, helped raise money for 
ALS and prevention of domestic abuse. He 
aspires to medical school and then to United 
States Congress, to work to improve the current 
healthcare system in America. 

University of Tennessee Chattanooga
Tennessee Epsilon
The greatest achievement seen by our chapter 
this year would have to be the commitment of 
the alumni and brothers showing our new pledge 
class how, even when we are separated, “One 
Man Is No Man.” Having that image as “One” 

gave the new class a sense of security, foundation 
and brotherhood for life. 

Finding a room big enough for all the future 
brothers to step foot in for meeting is the next 
concern! It truly was blessing to find such a 
number of outstanding gentlemen that gather as 
one every day. —Spencer Lance Bradbury 

Tennessee Technological University
Tennessee Delta
12 | Tennessee Delta Chapter President Paul 
Darkangelo, ’13, was selected by a distinguished 
group of alumni with military service to be one of 
four members of the wrath laying party when Phi 
Delta Theta laid a memorial wreath at the Tomb 
of the Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery 
during the Fraternity’s 79th Biennial Convention. 
He now serves in Company B I-224 Aviation 
Regiment as a cadet where he is learning to fly 
helicopters and become an officer in the U.S. 
Army. He has served the chapter as Risk Manager, 
VP and President and serves as an elected Senator 
in the Student Government Association.

University of Texas-El Paso
Texas Tau
Fall 2012 semester for Texas Tau has been an 
eventful one so far; with this year’s Phikeia Xi 
class—its most well-rounded and youngest 
Phikeia class to date--the future looks bright. This 
year Brother Roberto Dominguez was crowned 
Homecoming Prince and the intramural football 
team went undefeated as senior and quarterback 
Ricky Galindo led the charge as Phi Delta 
Theta’s team swept every team they came across 
on the gridiron. 

Vanderbilt University
Tennessee Alpha
13 | Tennessee Alpha’s greatest recent 
achievement was the Van Webb Memorial Pig 
Roast. They roasted a pig all night, sold tickets 
across campus, and raised over $8,000 through 
sponsorships. The event honored former 
Tennessee Alpha Phi, Vann Webb. As an added 
bonus, that weekend was also Father’s Weekend; 
members enjoyed a perfectly roasted pig with all 
of their fathers. It was a very memorable day.

Tennessee Alpha’s goal in the coming year 
will be to continue the legacy of last year’s 
Senior Class. Last May, they graduated 39 
seniors (nearly double the size of normal 
classes). These men were the ones who 

Oregon Gamma supporting the fight against ALS.
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spearheaded the re-Founding of Tennessee 
Alpha and their spirit and presence is surely 
missed. —William L. Schreiber

Washington and Jefferson
Pennsylvania Gamma
Pennsylvania Gamma recruited a 12 man Phikeia 
class in the fall, the largest of any fraternity on 
campus (especially with the school’s deferred 
rush). One Phikeia, John Hunter, received PAC 
defensive Player of the Week. They have also 
been working diligently to get their chapter room 
finished, in addition to managing a fundraiser to 
get the four-year project completed. —Allen Weiss 

 
University of Virginia
Virginia Beta
Army Reserve Officer Training Corps cadet 
Joseph W. Riley, ’13, was ranked in the Top 10 
(out of 5,579 cadets) in 2012 U.S. Army Cadet 
Command national Order of Merit List. 
Ranking is determined by a number of criteria, 
including grade point averages, strong athletic 
performance in the Army Physical Fitness Test 
and college athletic participation, performance 
during college ROTC training and at the 
Leader Development and Assessment Course 
at Joint Base Lewis-McChord, outside Tacoma, 
Washington. At UVA, Riley is double-majoring 
in Mandarin Chinese and the politics honors 
program to foster peaceful relations with the U.S. 
and China. Riley has been selected as a Truman 
Scholar, Jefferson Scholar, Echols Scholar, 
a Lawn resident, and Rhodes Scholar. Riley 
completed two summers of intensive Chinese 
language programs in Beijing, and interned at 
the National Ground Intelligence Center on 
the China Desk. Upon graduation, he will be 
pursuing a Ph.D. in international relations, 
focusing on Sino-American relations. He then 
hopes to serve as an infantry officer with a full 
career in the Army. —Darius P. Nabors, ’07, 
Virginia Beta Chapter Adviser

Washington University
Missouri Gamma
14 | Missouri Gamma had an incredibly 
successful 2012. Two Phis broke school records 
for the WU baseball team, Brandon Rogalski 
(co-captain) and Kyle Billig. On the basketball 
team, Chris Klimek was voted All Region and 
recognized for his outstanding performance as 
a forward. Ryan Doll set a school record in the 

200 meter sprint at the 2012 UAA Indoor Track 
and Field Championships. Football players 
Easton Knott, Phil Stoeker, Kyle Larkin and Scott 
O’Brien received several UAA honors. President 
Chris LaBarge was voted captain for the 2012 fall 
football season, replacing three Phi Delt captains, 
Jake Lewis, Kyle Larkin, and Austin Morman, all 
2012 graduates. 

Scholar athletes, those demonstrating 
academic excellence and athletic achievement, 
include Ed Ferguson, Daniel Grimm, Matt 
Hasmonek, Kyle Larkin, Jake Lewis, John 
Meikel, and Scott O’Brien. 

Campus leaders include Zach Swanson, 
president of “Thurtene,” the largest student run 
carnival in the country. Greg Jones and Cody 
Katz serve in student government. Kyle Larkin 
started a tutoring program at a St. Louis middle 
school. And the fraternity raised over $5,000 for 
the fight against ALS in the Philanthropy event 
Run for Your Life. 

Missouri Gamma Phis served at the Service 
First philanthropy event October 7. Service 
First is Washington University’s largest annual 
community service project, where the school 
sends students to several St. Louis based 
schools where a large majority of the kids are 
under the poverty line. We got to help repaint 
the school as well as pick up trash and clean 
up the outside of the school. The brothers 
were really excited not only to help out the 
community, but to do it together. 

Before Service First, many Phis also attended 
a 5k run in Honor of Gabby Reuveni. Over the 
summer, Gabby, a fellow classmate of ours as 
well as a fellow Greek, passed away. She was a 
member of the Alpha Phi sorority. The proceeds 
of the run were split between the Gabby 
Reuveni Memorial Fund and food banks in the 
Central West End. 

In the Service First pictures, some of the guys 
are wearing pink shirts with letters on them. We 
participated with another event to support the 
fight against Breast Cancer and donated $250 
toward research. Missouri Gamma looks forward 
to taking advantage of more opportunities to be 
leaders within the Greek Community, as well as 
greater St. Louis area. —Ben Isenstein, ’14 

Whitman College
Washington Beta
15 | Washington Beta’s greatest achievement was 
its pledge class of 31, which is almost as large 

as the previous year’s 39. We were successful 
because of a spectacular rush season, which 
was only possible because of our extremely 
dedicated, tightly knit group. The bonds we 
have formed with our brothers since our 
initiation last winter is our greatest asset. Their 
successes demonstrate that passionate and 
driven members make a great chapter.

As part of building their alumni relations, 
they have made progress towards establishing a 
Chapter Alumni Board (CAB), and are working 
on sending out alumni newsletters on a regular 
basis. Most recently, Ward Hoskins, Philanthropy 
Chair, worked side by side with Wash. Beta 
Alumnus, Damien Sinnott, to organize a 
Memorial Run for his friend and fellow Phi, 
Mitch Cohen. The run was a great success, 
raising over $1,000 dollars. Over thirty alumni 
made the run and all volunteers were Phis!
In the past few months, Washington Beta had 
the best GPA for the fifth consecutive semester, 
a pledge class of 31 members, three all-American 
tennis players, and a member published on 
the Massachusetts General website about his 
work in Kenya. They logged over 800 hours of 
philanthropy last semester. 

The chapter is working on starting an alumni 
advisory board, which is their greatest challenge.

—Andrew Hawkins and Jesus Chaparro 

West Texas A&M University
Texas Theta
Kudos to Texas Theta for its outstanding support 
of the inaugural event held June 16 by the Texas 
branch of the ALS Association, and to the six Phi 
Delts who grilled hot dogs for the participants. 
Many of those present were family members 
and supporters of ALS sufferers. Texas Theta was 
the top contributor to the event by giving $5,000 
to fight against ALS, the entire event netting 
$15,749! Great job! —Doug Tanner, Bond #1 

Willamette University
Oregon Gamma
16 | Oregon Gamma recruited its biggest Phikeia 
spring class in five years. —Eoin Sinclair 



16   Winter 2013 

02

Ohio Gamma’s Travelling Phis
Dubrovnik, Croatia is latest European tour

M ost college graduates who were in a fraternity consider themselves 
lucky if they have stayed in touch with one or two of their fellow 
fraternity brothers over the course of a lifetime. Not so, the Phi Delt 

alumni of Ohio Gamma, circa 1961–1964. We have made a concerted effort to keep 
in touch and nurture those bonds of friendship for over half a century! And we did 
that before the computer, emails and Facebook made communication and “staying 
in touch” so much easier! 

Every year we come together for a Memorial Day Party in Hudson, Ohio. Several 
years ago 17 brothers from our era showed up! Every March we meet at a park in 
St. Augustine Beach, Florida, for a three day get-together and many extend their 
stay to enjoy the friendships just a little longer. And there is an open invitation to 
our vintage Phis and wives to meet in Breckenridge, Colorado every August. 

The picture that accompanies this article shows nine of our Ohio Gamma Phi 
Delts in Dubrovnik, Croatia, enjoying the eighth European trip we Phis and our 
significant others have taken together over the last 22 year. I liken these trips to 
an on-going two week fraternity party, only at a slightly slower pace. We are all 
in our 70s but we still cherish the friendships we made at Ohio Gamma and have 
nurtured these friendships our whole lives, and most would agree that joining 
Phi Delta Theta was, for us, a defining moment which has enriched our lives 
tremendously for over half a century.

Recently one of our Phi Delt alums organized a ceremony for all Phis from our 
1961–1964 undergrad years at Ohio University who had earned their 50-year pin. 
I had no idea how emotional this ceremony would be, as each alumnus explained 
what Phi Delta Theta meant to him in his life! And I remember the regrets some 
Phi Delts expressed for not having remained in closer touch with the rest of us 
over the course of their lives.

My hope is that this reminiscing will inspire other Phi Delt alumni from other 
chapters and other eras to reach out to the Phi Delts they knew as undergraduates 
and to cultivate these friendships for a lifetime. 

Bonds of friendship, entered into in our youth, take on an even greater 
significance as we grow older!

—Roland Winzer, Ohio Gamma, Bond # 1193 

Chapters need:
CAB Chairmen & Members
Want to give back to Phi Delta Theta? Why not help a local 
chapter by becoming a Chapter Advisory Board chairman 
or member? The chapters below need your help. Please 
contact Jonathan Rogowski (jrogowski@phideltatheta.org) 
if you are interested.

CAB Chairmen needed: 
Indiana Iota-Valparaiso University 
New York Eta-Rochester Institute of Technology 
Nebraska Beta-University of Nebraska, Kearney 
Pennsylvania Epsilon-Dickinson College 
Texas Xi-University of Texas, San Antonio 
Wyoming Alpha-University of Wyoming 
New Mexico Beta-New Mexico State University 
Texas Rho-Texas A & M Corpus Christi 
Texas Sigma-Schreiner University 
California Pi-San Diego State University

CAB Members needed: 
Alberta Alpha-University of Alberta 
Arizona Alpha-University of Arizona 
California Alpha-University of California-Berkeley 
California Zeta-Calif. State University, Northridge 
California Gamma-University of Calif.-Los Angeles 
Illinois Alpha-Northwestern University 
Illinois Beta-University of Chicago 
Illinois Gamma-Monmouth College 
Illinois Eta-University of Illinois 
Indiana Gamma-Butler University 
Indiana Delta-Franklin College 
Indiana Epsilon-Hanover College 
Indiana Zeta-DePauw University 
Indiana Iota-Valparaiso University 
Indiana Kappa-Ball State University 
Indiana Lambda-University of Southern Indiana 
Iowa Beta-University of Iowa 
Kansas Gamma-Kansas State University 
Kansas Epsilon-Emporia State University 
Kansas Zeta-Southwestern College 
Kansas Eta-Kansas State University, Salina 
Michigan Epsilon-Northwood University 
Minnesota Alpha-University of Minnesota 
Missouri Alpha-University of Missouri 
Missouri Gamma-Washington University 

Missouri Epsilon-Missouri State University 
Missouri Eta-Missouri Western State University 
Nebraska Beta-University of Nebraska, Kearney 
New Jersey Beta-Princeton University 
New Mexico Beta-New Mexico State University 
New York Eta-Rochester Institute of Technology 
New York Beta-Union College 
Ohio Theta-University of Cincinnati 
Ohio Kappa-Bowling Green State University 
Oklahoma Gamma-Southwest Oklahoma State  
Ontario Alpha-University of Toronto 
Oregon Gamma-Willamette University 
Pennsylvania Epsilon-Dickinson College 
Texas Eta-Stephen F. Austin State University 
Texas Nu-Texas A&M University 
Texas Xi-University of Texas, San Antonio 
Texas Rho-Texas A&M University, Corpus Christi 
Texas Sigma-Schreiner University 
Texas Tau-University of Texas-El Paso 
Washington Beta-Whitman College 
West Virginia Alpha-West Virginia University 
Wyoming Alpha-University of Wyoming
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Club News
Central Florida Alumni Club 
Contact: Greg Rhodes, gregrhodes@email.com
On April 19, 2012, forty brothers and guests met for dinner to celebrate 
the Fraternity’s 164th Founders Day. The celebration started with a social 
hour followed by dinner. After dinner, guest speaker Greg Dawson spoke 
of his 45-year career as a newspaper reporter and author. To conclude the 
evening, three brothers received milestone recognition awards. Actives from 
UCF helped with the ceremony. 

Coachella Valley Alumni Club 
Contact: Allan Hurst, allanhurst@dc.rr.com
In July some Phis in the Valley gathered at the Palm Desert Tennis Club. A 
good time was had by those in attendance.

Palm Beach Alumni Club
Contact: Jack Chadam, jack.chadam@gmail.com
Florida Nu sponsored a tailgate in October that brought together brothers 
old, new, and future. A couple brothers helped out Adam Hasner with 
campaigning for his bid for U.S. Congress. The chapter’s annual Chili 
Cookoff at Spanish River Park attracted over 300 total guests and raised 
$5,000+ for ALS and another life-saving charity. Leadership Consultant 
Alex Stefanic attended and he spent time with us and other CAB members 
at dinner. Lastly, the alumni club sponsored a brotherhood lock-up in late 
October, with November initiation. 

Triangle Alumni Club
Contact: Blain Lefort, blefort@nc.rr.com
01 | The Triangle Alumni Club of Phi Delta Theta hosted a successful 
Founders Day social to bring together alumni living in the Raleigh-Dur-
ham-Chapel Hill (Research Triangle) region of North Carolina. The event 
was held at the Governor’s Mansion, thanks to the hospitality of Robert 

“Bob” Eaves, University of North Carolina ’58, whose wife Beverly Eaves 
Perdue is North Carolina’s Governor.

Guests included alumni from nearly twenty colleges and universities, 
their guests, along with the chapter leaders from the Duke, NC State, 
and UNC-Chapel Hill chapters. Delta South Province President, Charlie 
Upshaw, Richmond ’74, also attended and shared news of the general 
fraternity activity and goals. 

Triangle Alumni Club Founders Day social.

01

Club Meetings
Baton Rouge 
Third Saturday 
Contact: William Ramsey, lsuphi746@yahoo.com

Central Florida 
First Tuesday (September–April) | 11:30 a.m. 
University Club (150 E. Central Blvd.) Orlando 
Contact: Greg Rhodes (407) 273-0938 or  
 gregrhodes@email.com

Emerald City/Seattle 
Second Friday | Noon 
Rainier Club 
Contact: Bill Parker (206) 284-2244 
 or billbevp@q.com

First Coast (Jacksonville) 
Third Thursday | Noon 
University Club 
Contact: Mike Prendergast (904) 389-5161 or 
 mprendergast@ccaglaborlaw.com

Fort Lauderdale 
Second Friday | Noon 
Lauderdale Yacht Club 
Contact: Brett Circe, brett@circe.com

Halifax 
First Wednesday (even months) | Noon 
Argyle Bar and Grill 
Contact: Michael Dunn or 
 michael.dunn@dunnassociates.ca 

Houston 
Jan 11, Feb 15, Mar 15 | 11:45 a.m. 
Houston Racquet Club (10709 Memorial Drive) 
Contact: Chris Job, (713) 522-9554 or 
 chris.job@shamrockventuresinc 
 

Milwaukee 
Last Friday | Noon 
Mader’s Restaurant (Old World Third Street) 
Contact: Greg Sommersberger (262) 240-3577 or 
 GSommersberger@rwbaird.com

Northeastern Ohio 
Various | TBD 
Various locations 
Contact: Gerald Donnelly, gjd877@sbcglobal.net 

Northern Nevada 
First Friday | Noon 
Mountain Mike’s Pizza (1601 Vassar Street), Reno 
Contact: Rudy Calizo (775) 848-7839 or 
 may34th films@sbcglobal.net

Oklahoma City 
Third Friday | Noon 
Contact: Ross Brown (405) 359-2970 or 
 playupplayup@hotmail.com

Palm Beach 
Second Thursday | Noon 
Crown Plaza Hotel (across from the airport at 
Australia and Belvedere Roads), West Palm Beach  
Contact: Jack Chadam (561) 962-3303 or 
 jack.chadam@gmail.com

Pittsburgh 
1 Winter, 1 Summer | 6:30 p.m. 
Primanti Bros. (4501 Steubenville Pike in Crafton) 
Contact: Anthony J. Quahliero III, (724) 651-5960 
 or ajquahlieroiii@gmail.com

San Francisco 
First Friday | Noon 
Schroeder’s (240 Front Street near the 
Embarcadero BART station) 
Contact: Dennis Sidbury (415) 902-5834 or 
 sidbury@cal.berkeley.edu

St. Louis 
First Friday | Noon 
CJ Muggs, 200 S. Central, Clayton 
Contact: Matt Raithel (417) 823-8128 or  
 alumni@missouriepsilon.com

Tennessee Gamma 
Fourth Thursday 
Phis and Friends 
Contact: John Crisp, jcrisp@akinscrisp.com

Tacoma Washington 
Third Thursday | 8:30 a.m. 
Rotating locations, usually at Ken McGill’s 
Contact: Ron Stone, (253) 565 5801 or 
 wrstone@att.net or 
 Ken McGill, kcmgill@aol.com 

If other alumni clubs would like their regularly 
scheduled meetings listed here, contact Sean Wagner 
(swagner@phideltatheta.org).
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A little over four years ago, a small group of Phi Delta Theta 
alumni brothers from UT-Arlington set forth a plan to re-invent 
the Arlington Alumni Club, Texas Kappa’s local alumni 

group. Their goal was to take an inactive alumni club and turn it into 
something truly special.

Since receiving its charter in 1968, Phi Delta Theta had always been 
a campus leader at UT-Arlington, with strong traditions passed on from 
its local fraternity, Alpha Sigma Chi. In 2008, Texas Kappa had matured 
into a chapter of 1,000 Phis, with many alumni living in the area, but with 
limited opportunities to bring them together. It was time to take a winning 
tradition, to rally Texas Kappa alumni, and become the standard for 
post-graduate brotherhood at UT-Arlington, to become a ‘fraternity for life.’ 

The officers of the new AAC recognized early on that if they were 
to be successful, they would have to totally rebrand the AAC and 
rebuild it around quality events. Events would have to be well-planned, 
well-attended, and deliver high value. The theory was that if the new 
AAC could get an area alumnus to just one quality event, they would 
want to come back time and time again. Accordingly, the officers of the 
AAC established the Mission Statement—“The Arlington Alumni Club 
Connecting Phis with Quality Events.”

To rebrand the AAC, the officers established a clear charter, with a focus 
on brotherhood and on just two quality events each year. The first event 
would be a Founders Day Celebration, held in March/April of each year, 
and a second event would be held each October, the Annual J Bar J BBQ 
Texas Kappa Reunion. To encourage early participation, the new AAC 
was funded solely by generous sponsorships from individual Texas Kappa 
alumni, allowing the AAC to offer events free to all alumni and families 
during the first two years of its re-establishment. “Making the AAC easily 
accessible and affordable was a key to early success,” said past President 
Kelly Curnutt. 

 Current President, Mark LaCourse, believes that “without a strong base 
and very dedicated group of officers, the AAC would not be what it is today. 
We’ve worked very hard the last four years and we’ve seen a real difference 
on how our brothers view and value the AAC.” Brother Ken Martin is the 
club’s MVP and has been instrumental in developing the AAC brand. He 
actively reinforces the brand’s messaging through various mediums, such 
as the AAC’s monthly eNewsletter. Curnutt and LaCourse agree that “It’s 
Ken’s drive and imagination that keeps us on the cutting edge and helps us 
maintain our enthusiasm, ” As Ken puts it—“We’re not trying to relive our 
college days; we’re having more fun than that!”

Arlington Alumni Club
Winner of the 2011–2012 Robert W. Hoysgaard Alumni Club of the Year Award

Bob Mehler, Chi South Province President, Roy Anderson, Texas Kappa CAB Chair, Jim Kennedy, Texas Kappa CAB Recruitment Adviser, Scott Mietchen, President General Council (2010–2012)
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At the annual Founders Day celebration in April 2011, the AAC helped 
kickoff Texas Kappa’s first capital campaign since its chapter house was 
built in 1995. In just two weeks, the AAC helped to raise almost $60,000 to 
fund repairs and upgrades at the local Fraternity house, contributing to the 
chapter’s recent Rush success as it substantially increased its membership. 
Treasurer and banker, Brother Bobby Clark, has been instrumental 
managing and safeguarding the fund and all financial affairs of the club. He 
is also on UT-Arlington’s alumni advisory board and regularly engages UTA 
leadership as a proponent of Texas Kappa. Thanks in large part to Bobby’s 
efforts, UTA will have its very first All-Greek Reunion this year.

In 2010, the Arlington Alumni Club adopted ALS as its official charity. Five 
AAC alumni registered as Iron Phis and ran the White Rock Marathon Relay, 
raising funds for ALS. Team “Iron Butterphi” is currently training for its third 
annual marathon relay race in December. This year, the AAC will register 
two additional five-man Iron Phi teams for the event. To date, Texas Kappa 
Iron Phis have raised over $4,500 for ALS. 

In April, the AAC held its Third Annual Founders Day celebration 
and honored Texas Kappa’s first initiate, John Feik, with a Lifetime 
Achievement award. In addition, two-time 1968 Olympic Gold Medalist 
and Texas Kappa Phi, Doug Russell, was honored and reunited with his Phi 
Delta Theta brothers. The presentations to Brothers Feik and Russell were 
the highlight of the evening, which included a replay of the original CBS 
1968 Olympic broadcast of swimmer Doug Russell in his two historic gold 
medal victories, as the large crowd of Phis cheered him on to victory. It was 
quite emotional for all. 

Mr. James Spaniolo, President of UT-Arlington, was also a special 
invited guest for the evening. A multi-media presentation highlighted 
his many successes as president, after which he thanked the AAC for its 
quality presence and leadership in being the university’s largest active 
alumni organization. 

The efforts of the new leadership have definitely paid off. The AAC has, 
indeed, grown into something quite special. Participation is strong and 
momentum is still building. With each event, a number of long lost Texas 
Kappa Phis make their first appearance at a new AAC event. Brotherhoods 
are re-established and new bonds are formed, as Phis from different eras 
meet for the first time. In July, at the Phi Delta Theta National Convention 
in Washington, D.C., the Arlington Alumni Club was honored to be 
presented with the 2011–2012 Robert W. Hoysgaard Alumni Club of the 
Year Award and to be recognized as a top Phi Delta Theta alumni club. 
Winning the Hoysgaard Award has re-energized a leadership team that 
understands that there is still work to be done and that is confident the AAC 
can be even bigger and better than it is today. 

On October 13th, the AAC hosted its Fourth Annual J Bar J BBQ 
Texas Kappa Reunion. Over three hundred Texas Kappa Phis and family 
members reunited on an 18-acre homestead for a classic Texas BBQ. This 
was the club’s largest event to date, as its reputation for quality events 
continues to attract area Phis. 

The AAC will continue to grow from within its Texas Kappa alumni 
base, but also hopes to eventually attract membership from other Phi Delta 
Theta alumni living in the Dallas/Fort Worth area. The club also plans 
to expand its mission in supporting the active chapter, the university and 
local community, and in the funding of Texas Kappa’s sizeable scholarship 
endowment fund. 

General Officers Conference (San Diego)  
When: January 31–February 2, 2013 
Contact: Sean Wagner, swagner@phideltatheta.org

Ontario Alpha Founders Day  
When: February 2, 2013 
Contact: Stephen Dooley, torontopdt@gmail.com

Vancouver Founders Day  
When: March 29, 2013 
Contact: Edward Wang, EWang@blg.com

California Xi Founders Day Celebration 
When: April 6, 2013 
Contact: Brennan Neilson, CalXiEVP@gmail.com 
 Chris Nordman, CNordman@gmail.com

21st Annual Phil Newell Tourney & White Carnation Formal 
When: April 6, 2013 
Contact: John Gilmore, phidelt427@hotmail.com

Houston Alumni Club Founder’s Day 
When: April 18, 2013 
Contact: Chris Job, chris.job@shamrockventuresinc.com

Northern Nevada Alumni Club Founders Day 
When: April 20, 2013 
Contact: Rudy Calizo, may34thfilms@sbcglobal.net

New Jersey Alpha 25 Year Anniversary 
When: April 23, 2013 

London, Ontario Alumni Club Founders Dinner 
When: May 4, 2013 
Contact: Jeff Chapleau, jchapleau@marketlinksolutions.com

Kleberg Emerging Leadership Institute 
When: July 27–30, 2013 
Contact: Luke Benfield, lbenfield@phideltatheta.org

For more information on an alumni club near you, please view the following link:  
http://www.phideltatheta.org/alumniclubs_us.asp. If you are aware of an event not posted 
above, please contact Sean Wagner, swagner@phideltatheta.org, with this information.

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

Events of Interest



20   Winter 2013 

01

Phi Footnotes
Auburn 
01 | Alabama Beta Brothers David Hand, ’85, and Campbell Diehl, ’13, met recently 
while on a trail ride in Wyoming. The brothers have more than Auburn 
University in common: both worked as wranglers at Wyoming’s Moose 
Head Ranch, Diehl currently and Brother Hand in 1983. 

Arkansas
Dr. Alexander Willliam Dunlap, ’82, supported five NASA space flights, 
specializing in his field of Veterinary Medicine. He was a Payload Specialist 
candidate for STS-90, Neurolab, 1998. He trained with the principal 
investigators in the specific experiments to be conducted before, during and 
post flight. He is currently chief veterinarian for NASA.

Ball State
02 | Ray Ohlson, ’72, was featured in the Carmel Business Leader May 2012 
issue and discussed building a business from scratch—twice. He developed 
and follows the SCIP principle for all his business interactions Service, 
Credibility, Integrity, and Profitability. He also created Safe Money Places 
(www.safemoneyplaces.com) as an opinion free, advertising free zone 
offering consumers research about investment options. His company, The 
Ohlson Group, celebrated its 10th anniversary in 2012, and is headquartered 
in Carmel, Indiana. His two sons work full time with him running the 
company’s Chicago office, Nick Ohlson, Indiana University ’01, and Joe. 

John Velasquez, ’99, was honored as “Administrator of the Year” by the 
Indiana Health Care Association for his service at Miller’s Merry Manor 
in Marion, Indiana. One of the nominator’s testimonials read “John 
has commitment and passion for his facility. He exudes compassion, 
understanding…and leadership. He is rarely seen in his office because 
he knows the importance of being accessible to staff, residents, and their 
families.” Velasquez has served as Phi Delta Theta’s chapter adviser since 
1999, and has received the Alumnus of the Year award. 

California-Davis
John Foraker, ’85, CEO of Annie’s, a natural and organic foods niche 
company, was featured for Annie’s success in the San Francisco Chronicle 
in October 2011. Foraker joined the company in 1989. Annie’s is best known 
for its macaroni and cheese, but has since expanded to graham and cheddar 
crackers, fruit snacks, pretzels, natural salad dressings and condiments. 

Justin Micheli, ’97, was featured in California Farm Bureau’s magazine, 
California Beautiful, as a Sutter County farmer and peach grower and 
online by Pacific Coast Producers as a California Cling Peach Board 
Member. He believes that a peach grower’s role in California agriculture 
is to incorporate the best management practices to sustain a viable 
peach-growing environment for future generations. Micheli resides in Live 
Oak, California with his wife and daughter. He serves as on the Advertising 
and Promotion Committee for the California Cling Peach Board. He 
enjoys hunting, fishing and sports in his free time.

California-Irvine
03 | Brigadier General Steven D. Garland, ’85, is Commander 36th Wing, Deputy 
Commander Joint Region Marianas and Installation Commander for 
Andersen Air Force Base, Guam. He is responsible for the execution of 
Pacific Command’s Continuous Bomber Presence, Theater Security 
Packages and Contingency Response Operations from Andersen Air Force 
Base. He is also tasked to ensure the successful deployment, employment 
and integration of air and space forces from the most forward sovereign U.S. 
Air Force Base in the Pacific. He is responsible for the well-being of more 
than 8,500 military and civilian personnel on Andersen Air Force Base and 
assists with installation management of Guam and the Northern Mariana 
Islands through Joint Region Marianas. 

Creighton
04 | Phi Mike Dorsey, ’93, had his brothers sign a Phi Delt flag for him to take 
to the top of Europe, Mount Jungfraujoch, in the Swiss Alps. 

Dalhousie
Matt Day, ’12, produced Halifax’s First Annual Spread the Metal Festival (live 
online stream) and made the two-day extravaganza a reality. The festival 
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donated 100% of the net revenue to the Heart and Stroke Foundation. 
Headliners included bands such as Morbid Angel, Kataklysm, Blackguard, 
and Cryptopsy. Matt established Spread the Metal Records in 2011 and now 
represents a growing roster of many burgeoning, technically proficient and 
talented metal bands. For more information on the event go to http://www.
youtube.com/playlist?list=PL944224AF65818690&feature=edit_ok

DePauw
Bruce P. Bickner, ’68, was a 2012 recipient of the University of Michigan 
Law School’s Distinguished Alumni Award. Brother Bickner is a former 
corporate executive and law firm practitioner, and longtime alumni 
volunteer chair of the Law School’s successful private fundraising efforts, 
including the campaign for our building expansion and renovation project. 

Robert S. Apatoff, ’80, was presented the 2012 Distinguished Alumni 
Achievement Award for Management and Entrepreneurship at a dinner 
honoring him on the DePauw campus October 5, 2012. Apatoff, with 
Trustees, family and fraternity brothers in attendance, accepted the award 
during the “Old Gold” homecoming weekend. Brother Apatoff currently 
serves as president of FTD Group, Inc. Previously he served as CEO for 
the legendary map and travel company Rand McNally. His accomplished 
career has seen senior assignments with Allstate, Aetna, Reebok and 
Anheuser Busch, and he remains involved in the DePauw community and 
is a contributor to the Indiana Zeta House Corporation. 

Lawrence D. Rink, M.D., ’62, Chair of the medical committee of the 
Federation Internationale du Sport Universitaire (International University 
Sports Federation) was responsible for the medical care of the 13,000 
student-athletes and support personnel for the Kazan, Russia 2013 World 
University Games. Larry Rink is also medical director of the Indiana 
University Sports Medicine Program and clinical professor of medicine at 
the Indiana University School of Medicine.

Ryan A. Miller, ’97, joined health information network, Availity, as senior 
vice president of strategy and corporate development. “Ryan brings a 
unique perspective to Availity with a strong background in both the 
healthcare and investment banking industries,” states Russ Thomas, CEO 
of Availity. “Adding him to our executive leadership team positions us to 
leverage growth opportunities as Availity continues to broaden its reach.” 
Miller’s most recent post was as staff vice president at WellPoint, Inc., 

one of the nation’s largest health benefit providers. He began his career at 
Goldman, Sachs & Co., where he spent nine years

Bill Caskey, ’78, Mike Bogers, ’01, and Chris Johnston, ’83, were three of the four 
featured speakers at the DePauw Sophomore Institute—a program for 
second year students to help them jumpstart their winter terms, internships 
and career planning. Bill is creator and spirit behind the Life Launch 
program at Indiana Zeta, Mike was on a panel (moderated by Chris) 
dealing with integrating service and career. Bill and Chris are also parents 
of DePauw Students.

Duke
Adam Silver, ’84, has been named by NBA Commissioner, David Stern, to 
succeed him in 2014. Adam Silver first met current commissioner David 
Stern briefly at the 1988 NBA All-Star Game. Stern hired Silver in 1992 as 
a special assistant, and later named him chief of staff, involved in all NBA’s 
business and eventually as President of NBA Entertainment. Silver’s ascent 
to the top began six years ago when longtime NBA deputy commissioner 
Russ Granik retired and Stern tapped Silver to replace him. Silver became 
intimately involved in all the NBA’s biggest moves, including franchise 
sales, stadium development, labor negotiations, and television deals. 
Executives who do business with the NBA said that when they arrive at the 
league office to introduce prospective team owners to Stern, Silver will be 
sitting next to him. 

Arliss Sheffield, ’65, was featured in the Bedford Bulletin (Virginia) for 
his efforts on his local farm and providing fresh vegetables and heirloom 
tomatoes to area restaurants in Bedford, Virginia. His efforts resulted from 
the need for a rehabilitation program after two very serious strokes in 2008. 
Sheffield was a contributor to a feature in the 1968 The Scroll about his 
experience in Vietnam. Because of our newly archived Scroll, we were able 
to provide Mr. Sheffield with access to his article and the related pictures. 

For access to the archived online The Scroll, visit http://phideltscroll.
archeios.com/, select 1967–1968, then Online Edition, then Sheffield to 
find this article.

Embry Riddle
Larry McDonald, ’04, returned from Afghanistan after a year of service with the 
Army and received the Bronze Star Medal, an individual military award of 

04 05
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the USAF, awarded for acts of heroism, acts of merit, or meritorious service 
in a combat zone. This is the fourth-highest combat decoration and the 
ninth highest U.S. military award in order of precedence.

Emporia State
05 | Marc A. Johnson, ’70, was inaugurated as the 16th president of the 
University of Nevada, Reno on September 28, 2012.

Shane Windmeyer, ’94, IU School of Education (MS) Alumnus was 
presented the inaugural GLBTAA Distinguished Alumni Award by 
The Indiana University Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, Transgender Alumni 
Association. Windmeyer is founder and executive director of “Campus 
Pride,” the only national GLBT organization for student leaders and 
campus groups working together to create a safer, more supportive college 
environment for GLBT students.

Florida
Foundation for Hospital Art, founded by John W.D. Feight, ’60, recently 
painted a hospital in a remote region of South Africa. “In a place where 
people go to die, there was hope, joy and happiness. Our gift to the hospital 
transformed the place instantly,” said Scott Feight, John’s son.

Georgia Tech
Sam Nunn, ’60, received Phi Delta Theta’s Distinguished Alumnus Award 
for his distinguished career in Government Affairs. In addition to his work 
with the Nuclear Threat Initiative, Brother Nunn has continued his public 
policy service as a distinguished professor in the Sam Nunn School of 
International Studies at Georgia Tech and as chairman of the board of the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, D.C.

Hanover 
Dr. Edward G. Whipple, ’74, has joined the comprehensive higher education 
consulting firm, Keeling & Associates, as a senior consultant. In this 
capacity, Dr. Whipple will focus on general university administration, 
with an emphasis on fraternity and sorority life. Keeling & Associates, 
also known as K&A, is leading the argument that institutions of higher 
education are currently failing to deliver higher learning. With the 
addition of Dr. Whipple, K&A stands poised to engage Greek Life and 

Greek leaders in a dialogue about shifting the culture of higher education 
to one with the outcome of real, legitimate higher learning.

Illinois-Urbana-Champaign
Bob Bales, ’41, was featured in My Birmingham, and recounted his storied 
career as an illustrator, veteran, educator, fundraiser, and hunter. This 
self-described “broomstick architect,” began his career with Disney 
Studios in 1945. In 1947 he was recalled to service as a pilot by the Air 
Force and illustrated some of the images from the Korean War. After he 
was commissioned to locate military art for the Air Force Academy, he 
spent 23 years at Pepperdine University. During his career he met and 
became friends with many famous people, such as President Eisenhower, 
the Shah of Iran, Walt Disney, Floyd Odlum, Jimmy Doolittle, Howard 
Hughes, Gene Autry, James Cagney, Jimmy Stewart, John Wayne, and 
Cliff Robertson. Other accomplishments include authoring a book about 
mentor and friend, Ernie Pyle, WWII correspondent, finishing a book 
about South Africa’s red diamonds, and his finest achievement, attaining 
his Eagle Scout! His deceased brother, Jack, ’40, was also a Phi.

Johns Hopkins 
06 | Craig Sadler, ’10, just finished a trip to Everest Base Camp and snapped a 
photo proudly sporting his Phi Delta Theta t-shirt. 

Kansas
2012 “Hero of Industry” was given to Dave Murfin, ’74, president of Murfin 
Drilling Company, Inc., in Wichita, Kansas. Murfin is identified as an energy 
hero “who knows how to build a company through hard work, innovation, 
and entrepreneurial creative,” said one of the selection committee. His 
company focuses on oil field services, operations, and exploration. A piece of 
legacy news is that his son, Will, is a Phi at Kansas Alpha.

07 | Murdock Pemberton, 1912, is memorialized in an autobiographical book 
by his granddaughter, Sally Pemberton. Roger Heineken, ’73, sent a signed 
copy of Portrait of Murdock Pemberton: the New Yorker’s First Art Critic for 
the Phi Delta Theta Banta Library at General Headquarters.

Monte Johnson, ’59, was awarded the Kansas City Alumni Club’s Phi of the 
Year for his significant contributions to the Fraternity. He led the pledge 
drive which resulted in the rebuilding of the current chapter house. 
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Bill Toalson, ’59, was named to the Kansas Golfers Hall of Fame.

Massachusetts Institute of Technology
John T. “Jay” Groves, ’65, was elected to the National Academy of Sciences 
(NAS) in May 2012. The NAS is a private, non-profit society of distinguished 
scholars engaged in scientific and engineering research, dedicated to 
the furtherance of science and technology and to their use for the public 
good. Groves is the Hugh Stott Taylor Chair of Chemistry at Princeton 
University. The Groves lab works at the interface of organic, inorganic and 
biological chemistry, exploring metalloenzymes and biomimetic redox 
catalysts, especially those containing iron, manganese, that can transform 
C-H bonds.

A book on the U.S. Constitution, The Second Bill of Rights and The New 
Federalist Papers, was edited by former MIT professor John Miller, ’74, and four 
anonymous authors who argue for a Second Bill of Rights that would restore 
the Founders’ vision of an American republic based on individual freedom 
and liberty. One critic explains “What makes Miller’s Second Bill of Rights 
different is that they are a holistic attempt to repair what [Miller] and his 
co-authors perceive as flaws revealed by two centuries of experience.” 

Maryland-College Park
Jeffrey A. Rivest, ’75, was recognized at a September awards dinner as one 
among the recipients of the 2012 “Maryland’s Most Admired CEOs.” Rivest 
is the president and CEO of University of Maryland medical Center. 
He joined UMMC in 2004 and has led the organization to significant 
growth and national recognition. UMMC is a 779 bed teaching hospital 
in Baltimore and the flagship institution of the 11 hospital University of 
Maryland Medical System. The hospital serves as a national and regional 
referral center for trauma, cancer care, neurocare, cardiac care, women’s 
and children’s health and has one of the nation’s largest transplant 
programs. Rivest was recognized for his leadership and perseverance.

McGill
Jean-Michel (JM) Blais, ’85, was appointed Halifax Regional Police Chief. Mr. 
Blais holds a bachelor of law degree from Laval University and a bachelor 
of arts degree with a focus on economics and political science from McGill 
University. He was awarded the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal on 

September 24 and he previously received the United Nations Mission in 
Haiti Medal, the United Nations Stabilization Mission in Haiti Medal, 
the RCMP Long Service Medal, the Canadian Peacekeeping Medal, 
the RCMP Division “C” Commander’s Merit Certificate for community 
service and the Governor-General of Canada’s 125th Anniversary Medal for 
outstanding community contributions. 

Mercer
Budge Huskey, ’81, Georgia Gamma, is Coldwell Banker’s CEO and President 
effective January 1, 2013. He was appointed to replace longtime CEO Jim 
Gillespie. Huskey was named president and chief operating officer of 
Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC in June 2010, after spending the previous 
12 years in executive positions within the Coldwell Banker operations of 
NRT LLC, a subsidiary of Realogy and the nation’s largest residential 
real estate brokerage company. While with NRT, he served as president 
and chief operating officer of Coldwell Banker Residential Real Estate 
in Florida and was later promoted to executive vice president of NRT’s 
Southern Region in 2007, overseeing the company’s Coldwell Banker 
operations in Florida, Dallas/Fort Worth, and Atlanta markets. Huskey 
began his real estate career in 1984 as an agent with family-owned Huskey 
Realty in the Orlando, Florida area.
 
Minnesota State 
Terry Larkin,’65, of Minnetonka, Minnesota was one of the readers of the 
names at the 30th Anniversary of the Vietnam Memorial in Washington, 
D.C. The reading occurred November 8–10, 2012.

Mississippi
08 | 25th reunion of Mississippi Alpha’s pledge class of 1987 gathered in New 
Orleans for the Ole Miss vs. Tulane football game. Friday night they met in the 
French Quarter at Pat O’ Brien’s, and then the Superdome for Saturday’s game, 
and ended at the historical LaLaurie Mansion for a great evening of catching 
up and fun. Those in attendence in the photo: back row, left to right William 
Stitt, Lyle Malloy, Sparky Reardon (special guest), Dean Belk, Brad Wiygul, 
Mark Maloney, Stephen Pillow, John Raines; front row, Will Sanders, Denzil 
Schmidt, Clint Wood, Marty McCleod, Stanton Scott. 
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Missouri State 
Attorney Joseph Passanise, ’91, has been recognized as Missouri Super Lawyer 
in the area of criminal defense and featured in Missouri & Kansas Super 
Lawyers 2012 Magazine. This distinction is a result of peer evaluation. The 
Law Offices of Dee Wampler and Joseph Passanise earned a Tier 1 Best 
Firm rating in the practice of criminal defense in Non-White Collar, White 
Collar, White Collar Governmental Investigations and Litigation, and 
DWI defense and was featured in the November 2012 U.S. News & World 
Report’s Money issue.

New Mexico
Robert J. Miller, ’50, was named the 2012 Phi Kappa Psi Ralph “Dud” Daniel 
Interfraternal Award recipient. Robert J. Miller served as Executive 
Secretary (which is now the Executive Vice President/Executive Director) 
of Phi Delta Theta for 37 years. He was president of the Fraternity’s 
Executives Association, and recipient of the FEA Distinguished Service 
Award. He received the Gold Medal from the National Interfraternity 
Conference, former president of the Cincinnati Society of Association 
Executives, and was named the 1968 “Citizen of the Year” in Oxford, Ohio. 

Phi Kappa Psi lost an icon this past biennium: Ralph “Dud” Daniel, 
Arizona, ’47, Mr. Phi Psi, Executive Director Emeritus and past president of 
the Fraternity Executives Association. Dud was Phi Kappa Psi’s ambassador 
to the interfraternal movement for more than 60 years. It was extra special 
that the award recipient was one of Dudly’s closest friends.

Northwestern
J. Jeffrey Rice, ’72, is a Fort Myers, Florida-based attorney and NFL umpire. 
Rice started officiating while in law school at Case Western Reserve 
University. He has officiated two Super Bowls, numerous playoff games and 
two Pro Bowls. In his day job, he specializes in commercial, construction 
and real estate law and also serves as the managing partner at Goldstein, 
Buckley, Cechman, Rice & Purtz. He has been recognized seven times as a 
“Florida Super Lawyers” honoree.

Ohio Wesleyan
David L. Johnson, ’68, co-partner-in-charge of the Columbus office of Taft 
Stettinius & Hollister LLP, has been honored as the first recipient of the 
“Goodness Made Visible” award by Starr Columbus. The award recognizes 
Johnson’s dedication and contributions to Starr Columbus over the past 
20 years. He continues to serve the organization as an Emeritus Board 
member. The award, and those that will follow annually, recognizes 
continuous, significant commitment to Starr Columbus and its mission to 
create safe and nurturing environments for all children.

Johnson, an attorney for 40 years, is a member of multiple practice 
groups at Taft, including Business & Finance and Health & Life Sciences. 
He has extensive experience in mergers and acquisitions, employee 
relations, intellectual property protection, franchising and distribution 
relationships, international law and corporate governance. Over the years, 
he has served the Greater Columbus community as a member of several 
charitable boards. His professional recognitions include a preeminent AV 
peer-review rating by Martindale-Hubbell and repeated inclusions in Best 
Lawyers in America and Ohio Super Lawyers. Johnson’s undergraduate 
degree is from Ohio Wesleyan University. He received his J.D. from 
Harvard Law School.

Ole Miss
Ole Miss fraternity brothers Jackson Webb, ’95, and Walker Jones, ’95, teamed up 
to help West Tallahatchie High School Football team. See article on page 54.

Oklahoma State
Clayton Taylor, ’74, was named Oklahoma State University Alumni 
Association’s 2012 Distinguished Alumni Award winner, recognizing 
graduates for their professional achievements and community service. 
Taylor graduated from OSU with a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration in 1974. He serves as the principal of the Taylor Group, 
established in 1994, which is a full-service lobbying and consulting 
firm specializing in Oklahoma business issues. During his time at 
OSU, Taylor was named the Outstanding Senior Man in the College of 
Business Administration, a Top Ten Senior, an Outstanding Greek Man 
and Phi Delta Theta’s Outstanding Undergraduate Man in the U.S. and 
Canada. Taylor served as president of the Business Student Council, 
Phi Delta Theta, President’s Leadership class and Gamma Gamma 
Honorary. He also served as president of Oklahoma’s 4-H Club. His 
sons, Clay Jr., ’09, and Clark, ’12, and his wife, Marnie are life members of 
the OSU Alumni Association.

Oregon
09 | Roy A. Erickson, ’45, was an honorary team captain for the Ducks football 
game against Colorado State. He pledged Phi Delt before the war (WWII), 
played football for Oregon and the Navy, came back to school to continue 
his studies and football, and lived in the house. The day began with a 
breakfast with the team and they honored him at the beginning of the 
football game. The local Oregon Alpha undergraduates were in the stands 
cheering on their “Famous Phi.” His is also pictured with former class mate, 
Tom Kay, ’45.

Richmond
Phi Brothers Ron Malstrom, ’74, and Charlie Upshaw, ’74,, met up for the first time 
in 40 years at the 79th Biennial Convention, during the Foundation dinner 
on the rooftop.

Ripon
Walt Henry, ’74, partner with THE pt GROUP Physical Therapy, hosted two 
Robert Morris Pennsylvania Pi brothers, Robert Byers and Brandon Long at the 
Pittsburgh Airport Area Chamber of Commerce Legislative Breakfast in 
September 2012. The event drew 200 interested members and guests to hear 
nine legislators address current challenges such as energy, transportation, 
and pensions. Brother Henry invited Byers and Long because the chapter 
had volunteered years ago during the chamber’s business expo at Robert 
Morris and he wanted to thank them and help them stay informed on 
community issues. 

South Dakota
Ben E. Stoebner, ’48, O.D., released the book titled Developmental Vision: A 
50-Year Education and Adventure. It joins two of his other published books: 
Basic Concepts for Learning and Intelligence and Inklings and Smatterings. 
Stoebner graduated from the College of Optometry at Pacific University. 
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Southern New Hampshire 
Jason Carlage, ’00, appeared on a CBS reality show called 3 during summer 
2012. The premise was that three women interviewed over 100 men, and 
each got to choose six with whom to go on a date. Jason was one of the 
finalists selected by Libby from Stockton, California. The show only 
aired two episodes before CBS cancelled it. As part of the experience, 
he travelled to Chicago where the girls were living. “It was an incredible 
experience getting to know the cast and to see how a show is filmed/created 
from the ground floor. I was contacted by CBS casting after having been a 
finalist for Survivor,” said Carlage. 
 
Texas
Cody Yocom, ’04, is the co-principal for KIPP Renaissance High School in 
New Orleans, Louisiana. Prior to this appointment, Yocom was a Ryan 
Fellow with the Alain Locke Initiative’s Accelerate New School Leadership 
Program. As part of the program, Cody completed the Accelerate Institute, 
which uniquely combines the best of Northwestern University Kellogg 
School of Management’s coursework with the Alain Lock Initiative’s 
pioneering coursework in achievement accelerating school leadership 
strategies and practices.

G. Lee Griffin, ’60, was selected by Baton Rouge’s The Advocate and Inter 
Civic Council as the 71st Golden Deeds award winner for his philanthropic 
efforts over his lifetime and career in banking and now serving the LSU 
Foundation as President and CEO. His other honors include the LSU 
Alumni Hall of Distinction and the LSU College of Business Hall of 
Distinction. He has served on the BR Speech and Hearing Foundation, 
Rotary Club of BR, the Council for a Better Louisiana, the BR Area 
Foundation and the Public Affairs Research Council. Griffin shares that his 
Christian faith guides his philanthropy.

Texas Tech
Doug Gibbins, ’63, was honored by more than 300 friends at his retirement 
party from Highland Park High School Athletic Department and awards. 
“Gibbons is a legend in the sports training business, where he worked for 
47 years. The Fort Worth native was one of the first full-time high school 
athletic trainers in Texas,” reported by Kirk Dooley, Community Columnist 
for the Fort Worth paper.

Dr. Bob Stafford, ’59, and Charles Draper, ’61, received the Heritage Award 
by the Texas Tech Athletic Hall of Fame. The award goes to former Tech 
athletes who have distinguished themselves in post-college achievements. 
Stafford (football) is a retired orthopedic surgeon, partner of Stafford Cattle 
Company of Matador, and former member of the Texas Tech Board of 
Regents. Draper was a track standout and has worked as a USA Track and 
Field official for 40 years. He has served as President of the Gainesville ISD 
Board of Trustees, the governing board of North Central Texas College, the 
national board of the Texas Tech Alumni Association. They join Brother 
Rob Junell, ’69, who won the award in 2007. The 2006 recipient was Rip 
Griffin, whose grandson, Jeff, ’11, and son, David, ’75, are both Phis. 

10 | The Josh Abbott Band (Josh Abbott, ’04,) released its fourth record, 
Small Town Family Dream, April 2012. It offered free downloads to Phis via 
the website, to celebrate its release. Austin Davis, ’08, Texas Epsilon brother, is 
also a band member; and wife to Phi Brother Tye Strickland, Melissa Rycroft 
starred in his music video, Touch. In the same month, the band debuted at 
the Grand Ole Opry. This indie band is blazing a trail.

Author and Phi Larry G. Baratta, ’81, M.D., PhD, published My Bones 
and Me, a book designed that helps reinforce shapes and sizes (spatial 
differentiation) and colors during an important stage of childhood 
development. The first part of the book employs an instructional and 
educational format. The second part uses question and answer format, 
providing an interactive learning environment between the child and 
parent, teacher or caregiver.

Father/Son Tournament at Burning Tree Golf Club in Bethesda, 
Maryland included Charles “Walker” Bush, Texas Zeta ’13, Marvin Bush, Will Gray 
III, Texas Beta ’01, and WLG Jr., Texas Zeta ’70. “Walker” is in the Marines and just 
returned to the U.S. from a seven-month tour of duty in Afghanistan. 

Bob Schieffer, ’59, was selected to moderate the third and final presidential 
debate of 2012.

Washington State 
Brother David D. DeMeyer, ’65, and retired Navy pilot recounted his harrowing 
story of his 1966 mid-air collision during training exercises at NAS Whiting 
Field (40 miles east of NAS Pensacola). Brother Bud Orr encouraged 
DeMeyer to share his story online to the Tailhook Association (U.S. based, 
fraternal, non-profit organization, supporting the interests of sea-based 
aviation, especially aircraft carriers). To read his story, visit http://www.
tailhook.org/SeaStoriesDemeyer.html

Wichita State 
William H. Lappin,’79, was named Managing Director for the Atlanta 
practice of Deloitte Consulting LLP where he will be responsible for 
over 1,200 management consultants who serve nearly all of the Fortune 
200 companies, globally. Bill has been with Deloitte since 1995 and was 
admitted to the partnership in 1999. Brother Lappin reflected on his days 
as an undergraduate. He shares, “As Chapter President of Kansas Delta, 
I learned the value of collaboration and aligning goals to move diverse 
organizations forward, as one.” 

We want to hear from you! 
Let other brothers know what you are up to. Write us a line or send us a picture. Electronic 
submissions should be sent to scroll@phideltatheta.org. Digital photos should be at least 300 dpi 
in resolution or on a digital camera’s highest-quality setting. Hard copies can be sent to GHQ, 
attn: The Scroll Editor, 2 South Campus Avenue, Oxford, OH 45056. Letters may be edited for 
clarity, content or length. Photos may be edited for reproduction quality.
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Phi Sports:
Ryan Zimmerman Wins Lou Gehrig Award

T he Washington Nationals had a very special season in 2012, winning 
the National League East with the best record in all of Major League 
Baseball while entering the playoffs for the first time since their 

franchise moved to our Nation’s Capital in 2005. However, on the way 
towards accomplishing these incredible feats, one of their best players, Ryan 
Zimmerman, had a very special accomplishment of his own as he became 
the first winner of the Lou Gehrig Memorial Award in the franchise’s history.

Zimmerman became the 57th winner of the Lou Gehrig Memorial Award 
on Friday, July 6, 2012 prior to a game against the Colorado Rockies and in 
front of hundreds of Phi Delts and their families. For the first time in the 
award’s history it was presented during our General Convention which in 
2012 was held just miles away at the Crystal Gateway Marriot. Convention 
attendees were given tickets to the game, a commemorative big head cutout, 
and a ride to the game to see this historic moment. Presenters of the plaque 
to Zimmerman included President of the General Council, Chris Lapple; 
Gamma South Province President, Rob Turning; Gehrig Committee 
Member and ESPN Reporter, Tom Farrey; Iron Phi, Craig Curelop; and, 
True Blue Society member, Tony Magistro. 

The Lou Gehrig Memorial Award is presented by Phi Delta Theta to a 
Major League Baseball player who best exemplifies the giving character 
of Hall of Famer and Yankee Great. The award was first presented in 1955 
and is permanently maintained at the National Baseball Hall of Fame and 
Museum in Cooperstown, New York which was actually rededicated this 
past April. 

Zimmerman’s recognition is for both his efforts in the community as 
well as his prowess on the field. His commitment to the community is 
best illustrated through his work with the ziMS Foundation, which he 
founded in 2006, his first full season in the Major Leagues. The ziMS 
Foundation raises money for MS awareness and programs benefitting those 
afflicted with multiple sclerosis, an ailment from which Ryan’s mother 

suffers. Serving as 
president, Ryan is 
actively involved in 
making decisions 
and donates his 
time, money and 
image to promoting 
the Foundation. 
In 2011 the ziMS 
Foundation hosted 
its sixth annual 
golf tournament 
and gala in Ryan’s 
hometown of Virginia Beach, and during the 2010 season began hosting the 
annual “Night at the Park” fundraiser at Nationals Park. He also sits on the 
Board of Trustees for the MS Society, National Capital Area Chapter, and 
has hosted members of the MS Society’s Kidventure program—a recreation 
and education program for children who have a parent with MS—at 
Nationals games beginning in the 2007 season.

Ryan’s community outreach extends beyond the ziMS Foundation. He 
visits local children’s hospitals several times each season, and frequently 
brings his rookie teammates with him to teach the importance of giving 
back. Additional volunteer activities include various Washington Nationals 
Dream Foundation initiatives, youth baseball clinics, D.C. Public Library 
literacy campaigns, and assisting the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. A 
former baseball player at the University of Virginia, Ryan recently made a 
donation of $250,000 to the UVA Athletics Department for improvements to 
their baseball program.

Zimmerman’s record on the field is just as impressive. A career .287 
hitter, Ryan is a former All-Star, Gold Glove Award winner, and won 
back-to-back Silver Slugger Awards in 2009 and 2010. Ryan tied the Major 
League lead by playing in all 162 games in 2007, and is regarded as one of 
the best fielders, as evidenced by his 2009 ESPN Web Gem Award. Ryan 
is the Nationals career leader in home runs, RBIs, hits, and games played, 
and ranks in the team’s top ten in several other categories. 

“Phi Delta Theta and Ryan Zimmerman have a lot in common. While 
the Fraternity and its members collectively work together to raise funds 
to battle ALS to honor our Brother Lou Gehrig, Ryan does the same 
to support those afflicted with MS because of his mom’s battle. This 
combined with the fact that he is a heck of a third baseman, make him 
more than worthy to be the 57th winner of the Lou Gehrig Memorial 
Award,” says Sean Wagner, spokesman for the Lou Gehrig Memorial Award 
Committee and Associate Executive Vice President of Phi Delta Theta. 

Keep an eye out in 2013 to see who will become our next Lou Gehrig 
Memorial Award Winner and remember that you can attend the 
presentation as an Iron Phi or True Blue Society Member. Winners from 
each program are drawn randomly through special promotions. Ryan Zimmerman presented with the Gehrig Award by General Council President Chris Lapple.
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Fall Sports 
BY JAY LANGHAMMER, SPORTS EDITOR

 Football

The passing combination of quarterback Billy 
Ragone to wide receiver Conner Scott helped lead 
Pennsylvania to a 6–4 record and the Ivy League 
title. Ragone, an All-Ivy League honorable 
mention pick, was Ivy League Offensive Player of 
the Week in a win over Harvard. He completed 118 
of 210 attempts for 1,299 yards and 11 touchdowns, 
while ranking second in rushing (114 attempts 
for 476 yards). Ragone finished his career as the 
school’s all-time total offense leader with 5,513 
yards. All-Ivy second teamer Scott was the top 
pass catcher with 52 receptions for 691 yards and 
five scores. Offensive tackle Joe Bonaides received 
All-Ivy first team honors again. Also contributing 
were wide receiver Ty Taylor (10 catches for 90 
yards) and running back Spencer Kulcsar. 

Craig McIntosh handled the kicking choses 
for the third year at Kentucky. Also on the 
Wildcats’ squad were deep snappers Kyle Budde 
and Matt Adolph. 

A key fullback for Arkansas was Morgan 
Linton while fullback Matt Conners saw playing 
time for Georgia Tech. Seeing action for Kansas 
was quarterback Blake Jablonski. Members of 
the Texas Tech squad were defensive lineman 

Chase Robison and wide receivers Brad Pearson 
and Dawson Gamble. Handling deep snaps for 
Cal-Davis for the third year was Joey Waters. Other 
team members for NCAA FBS or FCS teams 
included offensive lineman Eric Hansen of Florida 
Atlantic, kicker Drew Zloch of Florida State and 
deep snapper Blake Blaze of Virginia.

Twenty-nine Phis dominated the Davidson 
squad again and were led by co-captain/wide 
receiver Lanny Funsten with 78 receptions for 948 
yards and six TDs. Tight end Reese Williams had 
51 catches for 522 yards, four scores and was FCS 
National Tight End of the Week after catching 
10 balls for 131 yards versus Valparaiso. Other 
receivers were Garrett Diehl (31 catches for 315 
yards, eight kickoff returns for a 22.3 average), 
Tim Hines (17 receptions for 162 yards) and Trey 
Huelskamp (15 catches for 107 yards). Running 
back Spencer Perry was top ground gainer with 
411 yards on 106 carries. Kicker Robert Schick 
scored 33 points (five field goals, 18 extra points) 
and kicked off 34 times for a 55.9 average. 
Key offensive linemen were Brian Johnson, Jon 
Osterhous, Adam Kurtz and Nelson White. 

The Davidson defense featured a number of 
Phi Delt stars. Leading tacklers were back Bryant 
Bednarek (second with 77 stops), linebacker 
Jelani Doeman (70 tackles), linebacker Ben Prater 
(54 tackles), linebacker/deep snapper Matt 
Casey (49 stops), co-captain/back Pete Anderson 
(44 tackles), back Zach Clark (39 tackles), 
lineman Lewis McAlister (36 stops, including 12 
against Lenoir Rhyne), linebacker A.J. Pignone 

(33 tackles) plus linemen Jake Hall (18 tackles), 
Weston Hawkins (17 stops) and Kacy Yuhas (15 
tackles). Handling Davidson’s punting was 
Chazzo Habliston, who averaged 40.2 on 66 boots, 
including 22 downed inside the 20 yard line. 

Washington & Lee went to the first round of 
the NCAA Division III playoffs and finished 
with an 8–3 record. Among team standouts 
were co-captain and All-Old Dominion Athletic 
Conference first teamer Brett Murray, who 
rushed for 775 yards and nine touchdowns 
on 125 attempts. He returned 21 kickoffs for 
a 20.3 average, caught eight passes for 173 
yards and scored 60 points. Also contributing 
on offense was tight end Eli Chester, who had 
eight receptions for 138 yards and two TDs. 
Linebacker Stephen Peck made 45 tackles, 
including a career high 19 in the Hobart playoff 
game. Other solid W&L defenders were back 
Walter Ramsey (40 tackles), back Russell Stewart 
(34 stops) and back Lee Peaseley (26 tackles).

Fourteen Phis were members of the 8–3 
Washington & Jefferson NCAA Division III 
playoff club. Earning All-Presidents’ Athletic 
Conference first team honors was specialist Eric 
Eberle, the top scorer with 64 points on 11 field 
goals and 31 extra points. He also had 61 punts 
for a 37.0 average (22 downed inside the 20 yard 
line) and kicked off 54 times for a 59.5 average. 
John Tokarski started all 11 contests at offensive 
tackle and Zach Marsh had four starts on the 
line. Receiver Brandon Trefelner had 15 catches 
for 151 yards. W&J linebacker John Hunter 

Brett Murray, Washington & LeeConnor Scott, Pennsylvania
Photo by Penn Athletics

Billy Ragone, Pennsylvania
Photo by Penn Athletics
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ranked second with 98 tackles, earned All-PAC 
honorable mention and was named to the DIII 
National Team of the Week after posting 15 
tackles versus Waynesburg.

The 6–4 Case Western Reserve squad featured 
28 Phis and were led by All-University Athletic 
Association Defensive Player of the Year Adam 
Watson (38 tackles, 6.5 sacks) and All-UAA first 
team linebackers Ryan Ferguson (112 tackles) 
and Wade Self (84 tackles). Other standouts 
were All-UAA second team choices Kevin 
Nossem (88 stops), who played linebacker, and 
end Collin Desens (50 tackles, including five 
sacks). Also good on defense were lineman 
Brandon Bryant (27 stops) and end Mike Sirosky 
(13 tackles). On offense, All-UAA honorable 
mention quarterback Billy Beecher ran for 245 
yards and four TDs while hitting 17 of 29 for 
150 yards. Winning All-UAA first honors on 
the CRWU offensive line were guard Jake 
Abbott, center Andrew Berkebile and co-captain/
tackle Cullen Dolan. 

Thirty-six Phi Delts led Washington-St. Louis 
to the UAA title. Leading the offense was 
All-UAA second team quarterback Eric Daginella, 
who hit 88 of 178 for 1,116 yards, six TDs while 
running for 124 yards and two scores. All-UAA 
first team fullback Trevor LaBarge had 26 catches 
for 285 yard and All-UAA honorable mention 
receiver Ryan Lubatkin caught 18 balls for 196 
yards, four TDs. All-UAA honorable mention 
returner Mike McGovern ran back 18 kickoffs for 
a 21.4 average and 23 punts for a 5.6 average. 
Running back Scott Donley had nine kickoff 
returns for an 18.1 average. Key offensive 

linemen were All-UAA second teamer Connor 
Meneough and Will Thompson, who received 
All-UAA honorable mention.

The Washington-St. Louis defense was led 
by two All-UAA first teamers: linebacker Peter 
Lowery, second with 68 tackles, and lineman 
Nelson Nwumeh (23 stops). Also playing well on 
the defensive line were Jeff Stoecker (23 tackles), 
Tommy O’Hern (19 tackles) and Kevin Kosiewicz 
(15 stops). A solid defensive back was Ryan 
Bednar, who ran back an 84-yard interception 
for a touchdown. All-UAA first team punter Eric 
Chalifour had 53 punts for a 38.4 average (long of 
65 yards), booted a field goal and 10 extra points 
and kicked off 33 times for a 59.7 average. 

All-Southern Athletic Association honorable 
mention quarterback Heath Haden led 34 Phis 
on the 6–4 Centre squad. He hit 171 of 298 for 
1,973 yards, 15 TDs and ran for 476 yards on 
137 carries. All-SAA first team kicker Jordan Gay 
was SAA Special Teams Player of the Week five 
times during the season. He scored 62 points 
on eight field goals (including a 53-yarder) and 
had 34 punts for a 44.8 average. All-SAC second 
teamer Rob Melillo was second with 32 catches 
for 399 yards and ran back 10 kickoffs for a 23.8 
average. Other receivers were Greyson Janeway 
(20 for 164 yards), Austin Jones (15 for 232 yards) 
and Andrew Tuller (18 for 188 yards). Lineman 
Robert Morris was on the All-SAA second team 
and lineman Oakley Watkins was named to the 
All State AFCA Good Works Team. Michael Del 
Prince ran back nine kickoffs for a 19.2 average 
and 14 punts for a 10.4 average. Other good 
linemen were Billy Douglas and Tim Keller.

The Centre defense featured nine standout 
players. Leading with 71 tackles was All-SSA 
first team back Erich Vogelsang while All-SSA 
first team lineman Grant Poston had 41 stops. 
All-SSA honorable mention linebacker Michael 
Bozarth had 69 stops while All-SSA honorable 
mention back Casey Vatter had 36 tackles and 
three interceptions. Back Ben Leahy was third 
with 56 stops and linebacker Rue Hockensmith 
ranked fourth with 42 stops. Other key defenders 
were back Selwyn Mallah (41 tackles), linebacker 
Andrew Spitznagel (39 tackles), end Alex Hay (22 
tackles) and linebacker Nate Letton (21 tackles). 

The 6–4 Hanover squad, with 24 Phis, was 
led by linebacker Andy Dalton, an All-Heartland 
Collegiate Athletic Conference first team 
choice. He ranked 15th in NCAA Division III 
with an average of 11.6 stops per game and led 
the team with 116. Defensive end Tom Call won 
All-HCAC honorable mention after making 
39 tackles and back Brian Robertson was named 
to the HCAC All-Sportsmanship Team. Other 
solid defenders were back Justin Magaw (second 
with 73 stops), back Matt McConnell (fourth 
with 61 tackles, three interceptions), back Colin 
Andrews (40 tackles), call Jamal Edwards (29 stops), 
linebacker Vince Peiffer (27 tackles), linebacker 
Ethan Waltz (20 tackles), back Jason Chisholm (20 
stops) and lineman John Holtkamp (18 tackles). 
All-HCAC honorable mention wide receiver 
Shawn Gibson caught 41 balls for 495 yards and 
teammate Jacob Noger had 11 catches for 114 
yards, four TDs. 

The Dickinson squad had 19 Phi players, led 
by All-Centennial Conference second team 

John Tokarski, Washington & JeffersonEric Eberle, Washington & JeffersonWalter Ramsey, Washington & Lee



   Winter 2013 29

wide receiver Matt Wood. He was the scoring 
leader with 54 points and top receiver with 32 
catches for 597 yards (18.7 yards per catch) and 
nine touchdowns. Second in receptions was 
Eric Ondo, who caught 23 balls for 231 yards. 
Also contributing on offense were receiver 
Todd Smolinsky, tight end Tanner McMahon and 
offensive tackle T.J. Jones. Defensive standouts 
for Dickinson included linebacker Shane Mitchell 
(led with 73 tackles); back Cooper Thompson 
(second with 68 tackles); linebacker Micheal 
Miller (third with 61 tackles); lineman Schuyler 
Simpson (fourth with 57 stops); back Pat McBreen 
(35 tackles); linebacker Ethan Raynor (27 stops) 
and back Mike LoPresti (12 tackles). 

 The 7–3 Randolph-Macon team, with 23 Phi 
Delts, was led on offense by All-ODAC third team 
quarterback Zac Naccarato, who completed 148 of 
215 for 1,835 yards and 16 touchdowns. He also 
rushed for 165 yards and scored six TDs. Christian 
Cook was second with 37 catches for 355 yards and 
was joined on offense by wide receiver Kyle Norton, 
tight end Ian Overstreet and lineman Jordan Zentz. 
Kicker Josh Storm scored 42 points on seven field 
goals (three versus Emory & Henry) and 21 extra 
points. He also had 38 kickoffs for a 56.4 average. 
Key defenders included end Cross Trued (37 stops, 
including 4.5 sacks), back Abel Simpson (35 tackles), 
back Andrew Leonard (23 tackles) and back Chase 
Phillips (11 punt returns for a 9.5 average).

Twenty-six Phis were on the Puget Sound squad. 
Earning All-Northwest Conference first team 
honors was punter Jeff Walton, who booted the 
ball 45 times for a 38.5 average. Standouts on 
offensive were captain/lineman John Breskovich, 

quarterback James Korn (52 of 97 for 412 yards, 
three TDs), receiver Thiesen Chang (second with 
23 for 238 yards), receiver Ryan Rogers (18 catches 
for 235 yards), receiver Myles McDonald (15 for 
121 yards), kickoff returner Tieler Souza (16 for a 
15.0 average) and kicker Everett West. Leading 
the Puget Sound defense with 67 tackles was 
linebacker Max Mirande. Other good tacklers were 
back Joe Cerne (47 tackles) plus linemen Doug 
Owusu (35 stops) and Mike Raub (21 tackles). 

Seventeen Phi Delts helped Ripon finish 
with a 5–5 record. Fullback Max Herrmann 
won All-Northwest Conference mention after 
ranking second with 824 yards and 13 TDs on 
162 carries. Running backs Eric Langman (266 
yards) and Kyle Hafemeister (169 yards) also 
contributed and Ryan Gails saw starting duty on 
the offensive line. Key defenders for Ripon were 
All-MWC honorable mention back Luke Morgan 
(fifth with 43 stops), linebacker Gage Ferkey 
(second with 57 tackles), lineman Andy Krueger 
(36 tackles, including four sacks), linebacker 
Nick Weiss (27 stops), end Tyler Messerschmidt (25 
tackles) and lineman Keith Craker.

Other Phi Delts playing college football 
during the 2012 season included LaVerne defensive 
back Willie Griifin, who had 23 tackles and eight 
pass breakups, Central Methodist defensive back 
Collin Teal (six games), DePauw tight end Kevin Ude, 
offensive lineman Theodore Coursen-Carr of Wabash, 
Franklin defensive lineman Brock Hallett and wide 
receiver Nick Frett of St. Norbert. 

In professional football, New England Patriots 
receiver Wes Welker, Texas Tech ’05, moved past 
700 career receptions after the first 10 games of 

the season. Kicker Nick Novak, Maryland ’05, was 
released by the San Diego Padres in training 
camp but returned to the active roster in late 
September. Offensive guard Jacob Bell, Miami 
of Ohio ’04 started 100 games for the Tennessee 
Titans (2004–07) and St. Louis Rams (2008–11) 
before announcing his retirement in May of 
2012. Quarterback J.T. O’Sullivan, Cal-Davis ’02, 
was with the Saskatchewan Roughriders of 
the Canadian Football League this fall. In his 
fifth year as head coach of the CFL’s Calgary 
Stampeders was John Hufnagel, Penn State ’73, 
who posted a 12–6 record. 

Serving as founder, director, publisher and 
columnist for Rattle and Hum Sports is Tommy 
Smith, Texas State ’93. His internet website, which 
began in November of 2011, now covers a wide 
range of college and professional sports, along 
with news on the music and entertainment 
industries. During the football season, Rattle 
and Hum Sports has had extensive coverage of 
teams in Texas, with critiques and opinions by a 
number of columnists. A number of new posts 
are available each day so check out  
www.rattleandhumsports.com.

 Other Fall Sports

Midfielder David Large started 11 games for the 
14–2–5 DePauw squad which went to the second 
round of the NCAA Division III playoffs. The 
Washington & Lee team had an 11–4–3 season with 
two Phis as starters. Midfielder Alex Zelinski had 

Scott Donley, Washington-St. Louis
Photo by Kosie Design

Trevor LaBarge, Washington-St. Louis
Photo by Kosie Design

Wade Self, Case Western Reserve
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Zach Clark, Washington & Lee

13 starts and scored seven points (three goals, 
one assist). Defenseman & midfielder Zach 
Clarke started 14 contests and scored three points. 
Teammate Ben Atnipp saw action in goal for 
the Generals. Co-captain & defenseman Chris 
Hammond had 14 starts for the M.I.T. squad and 
scored nine points (three goals, three assists). 
Goalie Michael Severyn was a member of the 
13–4–4 Allegheny team while goalies Baker Conte of 
Whitman and Scott Faul of St. Norbert were on their 
school teams. 

Several Phi Delts competed in cross country 
events during the fall. At the University Athletic 
Association meet, Stephen Ellwood of Emory placed 
31st with a time of 26:10.3. He was also seventh 
at the Gulf Coast Stampede; 14th at the Viking 
Open (27:31); and ran a time of 26:39 at the 
Division III Pre-National meet. Teammates 
on the Emory squad were Ryan Callahan and 
Mike Camilleri. Competing at the Northwest 
Conference meet were two Whitman Phis. Spencer 
Corwin was 35th (out of 82 runners) with an 8K 

time of 27:39 and teammate Colin Domonoske had 
a time of 28:10. Blake Albrecht of Franklin placed 
16th at the 8K Heartland Collegiate Athletic 
Conference meet with a time of 27:28.6. Patrick 
Bullington was also on the Franklin squad. 

Michael Bozarth and Ben Leahy, CentrePeter Lowery, Washington-St. Louis
Photo by Kosie Design
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J oseph Riley, a Phi and fourth-year student at the University of 
Virginia, has received a 2013 Rhodes Scholarship. The scholarships, 
valued at between $50,000 to $175,000, fully fund two or three years of 

study at the University of Oxford in England. Riley is the University’s 48th 
Rhodes winner.

Brother Riley is majoring in Mandarin Chinese and the politics 
honors program and is a cadet in U.S. Army ROTC program. He plans to 
complete a master’s and doctorate in international relations at Oxford and 
have a career as an infantry officer.

“As soon as I graduate, I’m off to Ranger school,” Riley says. “And then 
I’ll go to Oxford—probably 20 pounds lighter. It has honestly been one of 
the most exciting, yet humbling, experiences of my life.” 

“This doesn’t surprise me,” says Mark Ochsenbein, Past President of the 
General Council. “I met Joseph in May 2008 when he attended Tennessee 
American Legion Boys State where he was elected Governor out of about 
580 other delegates throughout Tennessee. He was then selected to be a 
Senator to represent Tennessee at Boys Nation in Washington, D.C. He 
went on to be elected President of Boys Nation. I could go on and on about 

Phi Rhodes Scholar Recipient
Virginia Beta Joseph Riley
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Joseph. He’s a great 
American from a very 
rural community in 
Tennessee and has 
worked for all his 
achievements.”

His professors at 
UVA agree. 

“He combines a 
razor-sharp intellect 
with boundless energy 
and enterprise,” 
said John Owen, a 
professor of politics 
and editor-in-chief of 
Security Studies. “He 
devours ideas, revels in 
argument and, above 
all, seeks the truth. 

Joe also is a man of action, as seen both in the initiative he has taken in his 
research on China and in his soldiering. He will thrive in Oxford and will 
represent our University and nation well in England.”

Undergraduate Phis will appreciate Riley’s intense workload: In addition 
to a full class load, he’s doing research on the relationship between the 
U.S. and China, co-authoring a book with a UVA professor, has completed 
field research in China, is studying Mandarin, has presented at several 
conferences, is an ROTC battalion commander.

“I don’t sleep much,” Riley joked. “I have to prioritize what’s important 
and stay focused.” 

His Mandarin classes alone would make lesser students pull all-nighters, 
with its 50,000 characters. “It’s very difficult,” Riley says. “And not made any 
easier with my Southern accent.”

For Phis who want to 
emulate Riley’s academic 
success, he recommends 
building strong relationships 
with professors and use your 
Phi Delt brothers to help 
support you along the way. 

“I lived in the house, and many of my closest friends are Phis,” Riley says, 
adding that his Phi Delta Theta experience was enriching for him.

He is the founder of Operation Flag the Lawn, to raise money for the 
Wounded Warrior Fund, and a founding member and president of the 
UVA Chapter of the Alexander Hamilton Society, a national organization 
dedicated to fostering foreign policy debates on college campuses; he 
represented UVA in the society’s first national meeting at Princeton. He is a 
college representative on the Student Council and a support officer for the 
Honor Committee. He is also a site leader for Alternative Spring Break and 
was a volunteer for the After School Reading Program in Beijing, working 
with children of migrant workers whose lack of official paperwork prevented 
them from attending Beijing public schools.

In his limited free time outside of his studies, Phi Delta Theta and the 
military, he has trained horses for the National Racking Horse Association 

Juvenile World Championship and has worked 
as a motivational speaker.

Riley is also a Truman Scholar, a Jefferson 
Scholar, an Echols Scholar and Coca-Cola 
National Scholar. He has received the 
Vanderesee Award, given to a student who 
“best represents the scholarly spirit of the 
Echols Scholars,” two of the National Security 
Education Program’s Global Officer Critical 
Language Grants (in 2010 and 2011), and a U.S. 
Senate Youth Program Scholarship.

Riley has also distinguished himself as a 
battalion commander in Army ROTC. He 
was named one of the top 10 Army ROTC 
cadets in the nation. He was ranked No. 1 in his class for the 101st Airborne 
Division Air Assault School, is a member of the Ranger Challenge Team, 
and recipient of the Gold and Medallion Physical Fitness Awards and 
Distinguished Military Graduate award given to highest-ranking cadets.

Created in 1902 in the will of Cecil Rhodes, British philanthropist and 
African colonial pioneer, the scholarships are awarded on the basis of high 
academic achievement, integrity, a spirit of unselfishness, respect for others, 
potential for leadership and physical vigor. 

“Build strong relationships 
with your professors and use 
your Phi Delt brothers to help 
support you along the way.”

Riley with fiancée Margaret

Then & Now

1913 2013
1913 In March, women’s suffrage 
took place in Washington, D.C., 
the 17th amendment calling for 
direct election of U.S. Senators 
is passed and Igor Sikorsky 
became the first person to pilot a 
four-engine aircraft. Henry Ford 
made auto production quicker by 
introducing a moving assembly 
line. Grand Central Station 
opened in New York City. 

And, as you can read on past 
issues of The Scroll, the Iowa 
Gamma chapter at Iowa State 
University was Founded.

2013 Women have had the right 
to vote since the passage of the 
19th amendment in 1920, and a 
record number of women will 
be senators this year. Ford is still 
making cars, but assembly lines 
have more robots than people 
doing the work. 

As you can read throughout this 
issue, Phi Delta Theta continues 
to expand to new campuses 
throughout North America. 
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Keep a New Year’s Resolution
The New Year offers a perfect opportunity to grow and improve your chapter. Keeping a New Year’s resolution can be difficult, so here are some tips to 
help you and your fraternity brothers continue to become the greatest versions of yourselves!

1. Choose a resolution. Choose a resolution for your chapter that is 
attainable and realistic, yet challenging and goal-oriented at the same 
time. For example, as a chapter maybe you would like to raise your 
overall GPA and encourage and motivate chapter members to achieve 
above a certain grade point average. 

2. Develop a plan. Create a strategy on how exactly you will go about 
reaching this goal and why you want to achieve it. Organize study tables 
for chapter members and promote brotherhood by blocking out library 
time. Remind members that academic achievement is a large part of a 
Fraternity’s success and appeal, and you want the members to strive for 
their personal best. 

3. Choose a friend (or fifty). When you have other people keeping the 
same New Year’s resolution, you can hold each other accountable. As 
a member of a fraternity, sharing the same goal among your brothers 
produces a feeling of connectedness and support.

4. Track your progress. Keeping track of your progress and even using 
visuals like bar graphs can show you how much you have achieved. 
For example, at chapter meetings you can gather data about how many 
A’s were received on tests in the past week. Names do not have to be 
mentioned, but keeping track of academic achievements will help 
members continue to pursue their goal.

5. Stay positive. Too often, people give up on their New Year’s 
resolutions after a slip up. Continue to pursue your goal and learn 
from your mistakes!

Video: Hear from Phi Delta Theta brothers around the country about 
their chapter goals and what it takes to keep a New Year’s resolution. Go to: 
youtube.com/phideltathetaghq 
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A s the Fraternity continues to implement PhiDelt 2020, it is pleased 
to announce the newest members of the staff. In addition to the 
consultants named below, Kelly Derickson transitioned from the 

Foundation to the Fraternity in August as Assistant to Communications and 
Alumni Services.

Leadership Consultants
Michael Boulter, Kettering ’12, earned a degree in electrical engineering and 
a minor in business. Michael served Michigan Delta as president (helping 
his chapter win the Kettering President’s Cup in 2011); as recruitment 
chairman (revamped his chapter’s recruitment program, leading to their 
largest pledge class in 20 years); and was a delegate to both ELI and PLC 
and returned as Peer Mentor to each. Outside of Phi Delta Theta, he was 
President of the Running Club and Recruitment Chairman of IFC (Officer 
of the Year). Being an Iron Phi, Michael is an avid runner with a five year 
“running streak.” This spring, Michael is working on expansion projects at 
Lehigh and UNC Pembroke. Last fall he was excited to have played a part in 
welcoming over 100 leaders into colonies at Carnegie Mellon and IUPUI.

Brandon Clark, Northwest Missouri State University ’12, earned degrees 
in organizational communication and Spanish and served Missouri Theta 
chapter as Warden, President, Treasurer and Awards Chairman. He also 
was involved with IFC, Student Senate, Blue Key Honor Society, Student 
Ambassadors and worked as an Orientation Leader for three summers. 
Additionally, Brandon was selected as the Homecoming King in 2010 as 
well as being awarded the Outstanding Greek Male, Outstanding Fraternity 
President and Lifetime Achievement Award. He attended ELI and PLC 
as both a delegate and Peer Mentor during his time as an undergraduate. 
In his free time Brandon enjoys camping, hiking, traveling and speaking 
Spanish when he has the chance.

Adam Lewis, Mercer ’12, earned a bachelor of science in mathematics 
and a bachelor of arts in economics. At Mercer, Lewis served as Georgia 
Gamma’s President, Vice President, Recruitment Chairman, Alumni 
Secretary, and Chaplain. He was also a co-founder of the Mercer Soccer 
Club, and a Justice on both the Judicial and Honor Councils. Brother 
Lewis attended ELI as a delegate in 2009, PLC in 2010, Recruitment 

Fraternity News:
Welcome our new consultants

From left to right: David Lopez, Alex Stefanic, Ryan Schell, Brandon Clark, Michael Boulter, W. Andrew Cole, Adam Lewis, Robert Wolfley.
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Workshop in 2011, and ELI again as Peer Mentor in 2011. He is excited to 
work with Middle Tennessee State University, University of Texas at San 
Antonio, and Appalachian State. In his free time, Brother Lewis enjoys 
reading, playing golf, and watching Braves baseball. 

David Lopez, University of Nebraska-Lincoln ’12, earned his bachelor 
of arts in psychology and bachelor of science in business administration, 
with minors in both economics and leadership and communications. 
As an undergraduate, David was active across campus serving on ASUN 
Student Government, the University Program Council, the College of 
Business Student Advisory Board, and Omicron Delta Kappa senior honor 
society. He was named Homecoming Royalty and Outstanding Student 
Leadership Award Finalist. David served Nebraska Alpha as Awards 
Chairman, Treasurer, and President. He was Peer Mentor for ELI in 2011 
and for PLC in 2012. An avid Husker fan, David also enjoys snow skiing and 

snowboarding, wakeboarding, volleyball, and basketball. David plans on 
attending law school upon completion of work for GHQ.

Ryan Schell, Florida State University ’12, earned his bachelor’s degree in 
political science and international affairs, and a minor in psychology. He 
served as both Recruitment Chairman and President during his time at 
Florida Gamma. He was also involved in FSU’s Greek Life system, serving 
on the Taskforce for the Advancement of Greek Life and facilitating FSU’s 
Emerging Leaders course. Brother Schell attended ELI and PLC as a 
delegate in 2010 and 2011 respectively. He also served as Peer Mentor at ELI 
in 2011 and at PLC in 2012. He is excited to start working with Phi Delta 
Theta’s new colonies on their journey to becoming successful chapters. In 
his free time he enjoys spending time outdoors, playing sports, and cheering 
for all of FSU’s sports teams. 

Staff changes at the GHQ
Barb Cotterman Retires

Barb Cotterman, longtime Assistant to Communications and Alumni 
Services, retired on August 15. True to her love of the Fraternity and its 
members, she timed her retirement to begin at the close of the annual 
Kleberg Emerging Leaders Institute. She has assisted Renee Crist and 
Melanie Clayton with the registration and all around supervision of this 
annual conference. She explained that this undergraduate conference 
is one of her favorite events every year because she is able see long time 
alumni friends and meet the new leaders of Phi Delta Theta. 

“For the past several years, the woman behind much of what you 
read on these pages has been Barb,” said Rob Pasquinucci, Ashland ’93, 
Scroll editor. “She has done an amazing job working with alumni and 
undergraduates to get their news items together, tracked down photos, and 
made the editor look good by proofing the magazine before it went to press. 
She was great to work with, and I wish her a happy retirement.”

In her retirement, she and her husband, Brad, will spend time between 
their home in Bozeman, Montana where their children and grandchildren 
live, and Oxford. Barb will be missed by all. 

Director of Canadian Services Hired

2012 brought the appointment of the Fraternity’s first-ever Director of Canadian Operations. Keegan Colville, Dalhousie University 
’12, is charged with leadership of Canadian chapters in member recruitment, officer development, alumni development and 
chapter maintenance. In addition, the Canadian Foundation will collaborate with Keegan to improve the awareness of the 
Foundation among Canadian alumni and undergraduates in order to grow its programs and scholarships in the coming year.

Colville, graduated with a bachelor of science in psychology. He served Nova Scotia Alpha as President, Secretary, and Alumni 
Relations Chair. Joining a struggling six-member chapter, Keegan was part of the team of actives that built the chapter into a group 
that was awarded the Housser trophy each year he was an active member. Keegan, as is stereotypical with Canadians, is an avid 
hockey fan and player, however, he also likes to play a pickup game of any sport. 

Barb Cotterman and Robert J. Miller, President Emeritus and Historian
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Foundation News: Foundation News:
Welcome to our new team members

John Thompson joined the Foundation staff in June 
of 2012. Graduate of Mississippi State University 
(MSU), John earned his bachelor’s degree in sports 
management and master’s in counselor’s education/
student affairs. During his tenure at MSU, John served 
Mississippi State’s student body in leadership positions 
including serving on the Student Association’s 
executive council, and he was also president of 
the Roadrunners (a prestigious student recruiter 

organization). As an undergrad, John was awarded the Spirit of State, the 
highest award a student can receive at MSU. A distinct honor created by the 
Division of Student Affairs, this award recognizes students who have made 
significant contributions that improve the quality of life at MSU. John is a 
proud Phi and looks forward to serving the Fraternity and Foundation in all 
its efforts. 

Jon McBride was initiated into The Bond of Phi 
Delta Theta in 1961 at West Virginia University. In 
1965, he began flight training in Pensacola, flew 64 
combat missions in Southeast Asia and then became 
a test pilot of the F4 Phantom jet. In 1979, he was 
selected as a NASA astronaut and was lead chase 
pilot for the maiden voyage of Columbia. In 1984, 
Brother McBride was pilot of STS 41-G that launched 
from Kennedy Space Center aboard the Orbiter 

Challenger. In 1987, Jon was assigned to NASA Headquarters to serve 
as Assistant Administrator for Congressional Relations. He is currently a 
member of the Kennedy Space Center Astronaut Encounter team and is a 
planner and strategist for future growth of the Kennedy Space Center. 

J. Paul Price was initiated into the Texas Zeta 
chapter at Texas Christian University in 1971 and 
subsequently received a bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from the University of Texas-Austin in 
1974. Brother Price is currently the Executive Vice 
President/Partner of Lincoln Property Company. 
In this role, he oversees all real estate services for 
Lincoln’s commercial properties located in the 
Mid-Atlantic region of the United States. Mr. Price 

is located in Washington, D.C. where he is responsible for approximately 
360 real estate assets. He has been with Lincoln since 1987. In addition to 
having served on various bank and industry association boards, Mr. Price 
currently serves as President of the David Raymond Price Foundation. He 
also serves on the Board of Directors of The First Tee of Washington, D.C.

Development Officer Foundation Trustee

Foundation Trustee

Welcome to: Park City!
Home of the ’02 Winter Olympics and Sundance Film Festival 

What better way to enjoy winter sports than in fabulous Park City, Utah? 
Park City was founded as a silver-mining town in 1869. By 1900, it was 
a booming mining town with 10,000 residents and 100 saloons. The 
first ski lift was installed in 1946 and the transformation to a premier ski 
destination began. Home to three of the top 10 ski resorts in the country, 
Park City offers over 9,000 skiable areas of the “Greatest Snow on 
Earth.®” Snow season generally begins in November and ends in April. 
Want to visit in a different season? There is still plenty to do including 
hiking, mountain biking, outdoor concerts, and arts festivals. 

For more information about Park City, visit www.visitparkcity.com/. Want us to profile your 
favorite Phi town? Email scroll@phideltatheta.org.
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T his year, The Scroll is launching a new column that will feature 
donors to the Phi Delta Theta Foundation. Titled, “In Their Own 
Words,” these articles will profile a donor or group of donors and the 

reasons they support Phi Delta Theta as well as the impact their gifts are 
having on the Fraternity as a whole. 

In this expanded inaugural edition, we kick off the 10-year anniversary 
of the Trustees’ Roundtable—the leadership annual giving society which 
recognizes those Phis, friends and organizations that give at least $1,000 
cumulatively to the Phi Delta Theta Foundation in a calendar year—by 
featuring two Phis who have been members every year since the club 
began. Meet David Rogerson, West Virginia ’58, and R.D. Lewis, Arizona 
State ’63, and learn how friendship, good citizenship and persistence are 
their goals of philanthropic impact.

David Rogerson
A second generation Phi Delt, David is a retired Army Lieutenant Colonel 
and landlord who now resides in Austin, Texas. He has traveled to all 50 
states in the U.S., including revisiting West Virginia where he attended his 
50-year ceremony at West Virginia Alpha in 2008. Finding talent in unusual 
places and cultivating good citizenship is what drives David’s generosity.

Why do you give to the Phi Delta Theta Foundation?
“There are many organizations that have their hands out. They all have 
agendas and high expenses. Phi Delta Theta is an organization that I know 
well and believe is doing a good job. I don’t give an extraordinary amount, 
but being persistent has hopefully helped many Phis have the same 
opportunities I had.”

What do you want to accomplish with your giving?
“What is happening at the chapter level is good. The training leaders receive 
on how to run chapters successfully and the alcohol-free policy is resulting in 
more solid chapters that will bode well for the growth of the Fraternity. 

I support hard work and commitment. I once gave a $100 tip to a waiter 
who was working his way through college. He was exceptional at his 
job and committed to his goal. That is the kind of integrity I want to see 
develop among the undergraduate members. “

Why should brothers give to the Phi Delta Theta Foundation?
“Education is what will help young men turn into good citizens. Phi Delta 
Theta is doing this.”

R.D. Lewis
Living on the third floor of GHQ in Oxford, attending the 1962 General 
Convention, and working for Bob Miller and Frank Fawcett are just a few of the 
reasons that R.D. Lewis has stayed connected to Phi Delta Theta through the 
years. A former Field Secretary—now called Leadership Consultants—R.D. 
credits friendship and camaraderie as his reasons for giving.

Why do you give to the Phi Delta Theta Foundation?
“I was a 24-year-old veteran when I was initiated into Phi Delt and formed my 
lifelong friendships while a student. When I got married, all of the groomsmen 
were Phi Delts and 47 years later we are still friends. The Fraternity was a 
positive influence on my life and I want to help that continue.” 

What do you want to accomplish with your giving?
“In my years as a chapter adviser for Iowa Alpha, I encouraged students to 
give their membership as much work as they would a three-hour class. Make 
it count. I would like to see leadership development continue to grow.”

Why should brothers give to the Phi Delta Theta Foundation?
“We are all asked to give from a number of organizations. Phi Delta Theta 
is doing a good job, spending its money wisely and the dollars are going to a 
good cause. Put Phi Delt on your list of contributions! I will continue to give 
as long as Mrs. Lewis doesn’t spend all of our money on the grandkids.” 

In their own words
The Trustees’ Roundtable at the 10-year mark

LEVELS OF GIVING
Trustees’ Roundtable

In honor of the 10-year anniversary of the Trustees’ 
Roundtable, the Phi Delta Theta Foundation is rolling 
out a new level of this leadership giving club. The 
Platinum Level will recognize all Phis, friends and 
organizations who give a cumulative total of $10,000 in 
a given calendar year.The new levels are as follows:
Platinum Level $10,000
Gold Level $5,000
Silver Level $2,500
Trustees’ Roundtable $1,000



38  Winter 2013 

W hen Richard “Dick” Kelley, Nebraska 
’60, and his wife of 52 years, Helen, 
find something they care deeply 

about, it is an understatement to say they never 
stray too far from that particular something.

Family and community have always come first 
for the Kelleys, with three adult children and 
seven grandchildren—all within two miles of their 
Omaha home. Dick and Helen feel particularly 
blessed to have the kids and grandkids just around 
the corner, and son, Rick, who has chosen to 
follow in Dick’s footsteps in the financial advisory 
industry. Active involvement with many local 
community endeavors, including Children’s 
Hospital & Medical Center, Omaha Public 
Library, and Omaha Community Foundation, is a 
way of life for the entire Kelley family. 

Another Kelley passion is the University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln, alma mater to both Dick 
and Helen. They proudly support UNL through 
their volunteer service and philanthropic 
commitments. A testament to their devotion 
to all things Cornhusker is their near-perfect 
attendance at home football games since 

enrolling as undergrads at the university in the 
late 1950s.

Brother Kelley has also honored The Bond of 
Phi Delta Theta by serving on the Foundation’s 
Board of Trustees since 2010 and providing 
generous support of Phi Delt undergraduates. By 
funding a Whole Man Scholarship Endowment, 
Dick and Helen have enabled their scholarship 
recipient to receive much-needed tuition 
assistance and the opportunity to take part in one 
of Phi Delta Theta’s flagship conferences, the 
Kleberg Emerging Leaders Institute in Oxford, 
Ohio or the Presidents Leadership Conference, 
which will be held in St. Louis again this year. 
The Kelley Whole Man Scholarship is awarded 
annually to a deserving Phi leader from the 
Nebraska Alpha chapter at UNL.

The Kelleys have also given generously 
in support of Fraternity-wide undergraduate 
leadership and educational programs, and 
were recently honored as members of the 
Foundation’s Robert Morrison Association. Phi 
Delta Theta was pleased to welcome Dick and 
Helen to Oxford during the 2012 Kleberg ELI to 

celebrate their steadfast support of the Fraternity, 
Foundation, and entire Phi Delt brotherhood.

“Helen and I were very impressed with the 
training program for Phi Delt undergrads at the 
Kleberg ELI,” Brother Kelley said after seeing 
more than 500 Phis making the most of each 
session. “Our country has and will continue to 
benefit from the leadership training that focuses 
on contributing positively to the well-being of the 
United States.”

“I am so proud to have been a Phi Delt,” 
Kelley added. “Many of my fellow pledges had 
leadership roles in high school as I did and we 
continued to be leaders in college and in our 
working lives. Phi Delta Theta helped instill that 
leadership in all of us.”

To date, a total of 24 Whole Man Scholarship 
Endowment funds have been established to 
benefit chapters as designated by donors; each 
chapter then selects its Whole Man Scholar 
annually. For more information on the Whole 
Man Scholarship program, please contact Doug 
Sweeney at dsweeney@phideltatheta.org or 
513-523-6966. 

Foundation Trustee gives back
Helen and Dick Kelley: building national leadership through local support
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Consecutive Members of the 
Trustees Roundtable

T hanks to the generosity of 586 members over the 
last 10 years, $1.2 million has been given and used to 
bolster leadership development programs, scholarship 

support, and expansion of chapter support through the 
leadership consultants.

But there is also a special group within this society—
those who have given at least $1,000 every year since 
the club began. Numbering just 35, these members have 
demonstrated their philanthropic leadership in an exceptional 
manner that has given the Fraternity the stable resources 
needed to continue on its bold path of growth. 

Thank you to the following Brothers who have been members 
of the Trustees Roundtable since its inception in 2003: 
Howell E. Adams Jr., Vanderbilt ’53
R. Kyle Bailey, Tampa ’95
H. Frank Burkholder Jr., Kentucky ’60
James P. Burra, California State-Northridge ’67
Roger H. Cerne, Case Western Reserve ’63
Thornton Cooke II, Kansas ’49
William R. DeLong, Wisconsin-Madison ’45
Thomas C. Eakin, Denison, ’56
Jerry J. Felmley, Illinois-Urbana Champaign ’54
Ralph E. Fisher, Akron ’52
Niels C. Follestad, Willamette ’94
James A. Gibbs, Oklahoma ’57
Kenneth E. Glass, Cincinnati ’63
George E. Grady, Arizona ’53
Eric L. Grubb, Kettering ’87
Mrs. Paul W. Guenzel, 
(Widow of Paul W. Guenzel, Williams College ’31)
Christopher C. Huelsman, Cincinnati ’87
Stephen J. Kleberg, Texas Tech ’69
R.D. Lewis Jr., Arizona State ’63
Frederick L. Leydorf, Michigan ’53
William L. Polatsek, Ohio Wesleyan ’67
William R. Richardson, Tampa ’80
A. Scott Richie, Kansas ’54
William G. Robinson, California-Berkeley ’46
David C. Rogerson, West Virginia ’58
John F. Schmidt Jr., Washington University ’49
James A. Sears, Pennsylvania ’53
Russell D. Shelden, Missouri ’42
Cecil J. Silas, Georgia Institute of Technology ’53
Tamblin C. Smith, Pennsylvania ’49
Charles W. Tate, Texas-Austin ’67
Conrad Foster Thiede, Colgate ’90
Michael B. Twigg, Maryland ’74
Stanley R. Wilemon, Texas Tech ’71
Joseph D. Williams, Nebraska-Lincoln ’50

T he inaugural Kleberg Emerging Leaders Institute was held in 
Oxford, Ohio in August. The event has been going on for years, but 
this year commemorated the first million dollar gift to Phi Delta 

Theta and with that gift came the challenge from Tio and Janelle Kleberg: 
to make this the best leadership event possible. When asked the question, 
“Why did you decide to make this financial gift to Phi Delta Theta?,” 
Kleberg responded, “For me, it’s about passion—passion for helping young 
people become leaders and for pushing the limits to see what can be 
achieved. We were compelled by our commitment to help young people 
find ways to discover their capacity to lead and set themselves apart from the 
rest of the crowd.”

At an October General Council meeting, the Fraternity committed to 
adding a third “paid” delegate (an increase from current two) to attend the 
2013 Kleberg ELI. 

Kleberg ELI
Tio and Janelle Kleberg at Convention in June.

Wholeman Scholarship Award winners at the Kleberg ELI conference: Dewayne Byrnes, 
Arizona Alpha; Arch McIntosh, Texas Zeta; Taylor Ashby, Florida Epsilon; Nathan Honaker, 
Tennessee Alpha, and Kit Mohler, Indiana Gamma. Also pictured: Bob Biggs, Georgia Epsilon; 
and, GC President Chris Lapple, California Zeta. 
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T he Living Bond Society acknowledges those who have informed the Phi Delta Theta Foundation of a planned gift or 
bequest in their will which directs a gift to the Foundation. Gifts to the Foundation are deductible for estate tax purposes 
and are an effective, lasting way to provide for the future of Phi Delta Theta. Members of the Living Bond Society are 

presented with a lapel pin and certificate recognizing their generosity. Thank you to the following brothers who are members of 
the Living Bond Society.

Building on the Bond 
Creating your Phi Delt Legacy

Howell E. Adams Jr., Vanderbilt University ’53
Norman E. Allen, University of the Pacific ’88
Thomas N. Arnett Jr., University of Utah ’69
Hughes A. Bagley, Washington Univ.-St. Louis ’45
Larry G. Baratta, University of Tampa ’81
Jon R. Barbee, Kansas State University ’68
Kevin J. Bazner, Robert Morris University 2006
Jay Bennett, San Diego State University ’92
Paul H. Bennett, Ohio Wesleyan University ’38
Michael P. Benvenuto, Eastern Washington ’97
Robert A. Biggs, Georgia Southern University ’76
Louis S. Binder, University of Minnesota ’76
James P. Burra, Calif. State Univ.-Northridge ’67
Roland D. Carlson, Cornell University ’54
James V. Carlton Jr., University of Cincinnati ’71
W. Timothy Cashin, Univ. of Calif.-Santa Barbara ’59
Adam D. Cegavske, University of Nevada 2004
James G. Clarke, Washburn University ’97
John C. & Bernadine B. Cooper, UCLA ’58
Nicholas R. Cordt, Wichita State University 2004
Charles G. Crawley, University of North Carolina ’48
Roy H. Cunningham, West Virginia University ’93
Amy K. & Mark A. Dagitz, Drake University ’86

Winthrop G. Dale, University of Idaho ’46*
J.M. Anthony Danby, North Carolina State Univ. ’50*
Joseph T. Darden, Calif. State Univ.-Sacramento ’96
Jeffrey N. Davis, Southeast Missouri State ’94
Leon R. DeLieto, Syracuse University ’64
Ford A. Dickerhoff, University of Akron ’44
Kevin R. Dreiling, Wichita State University ’90
C. Michael Dunn, Dalhousie University ’88
John C. Durance, Kent State University ’46*
Eugene M. Eckel, University of Nebraska ’94
Joseph Edward, University of New Mexico ’91
Michael D. Eikenberry, Butler University ’94
Charles W. Elliott, University of Kansas ’43*
David & Robin Ente, Washington & Jefferson 2001
Donald N. Ewan, Southern Methodist University ’53
Rich & Heather Fabritius, Kent State University ’94
James R. Favor*
Jerry J. Felmley, University of Illinois ’54
Michael J. Fimiani, University of South Florida ’89
Robert F. Fitzpatrick, University of Maryland ’58
Archibald Fletcher, Case Western University ’54
William & Greta Flory, University of Chicago ’48*
Sam Furrow, University of Tennessee ’65

Ronald J. Garon, University of Tampa ’80
Albert J. Geis, Purdue University ’53
Russell G. Gillard, Kettering University ’73
Lonnie W. Glen III, Wichita State University ’81
William D. Grasse, University of New Mexico ’62
W. L. & Lynn Gray, Texas Christian University ’70
Geoffrey H. Halliday, University of Missouri ’77
Dennis W. Harrington, Univ. of South Carolina ’67
John G. Hazlett, University of Miami ’49*
Shane P. Heiman, Emporia State University 2006
Geoff C. Hicks, Texas Tech University ’93
Chris & Jennifer Hill, Washburn University ’94
Henry L. Hilton-Green Jr., Auburn University ’43*
Arthur F. Hoge III, Westminster College ’75
James E. Hoover, Purdue University ’49
J. Kevin Hughes, Univ. of Southern California ’50
Peter Ezekiel Ippel, Cornell University 2002
Moreland R. Irby, University of Richmond ’43*
Edward L. Jenkins, University of Missouri ’34*
Bryan Scott Johnson, Clemson University ’81
F. Ross Johnson, University of Manitoba ’52
Joseph M. Kacena, University of Chicago ’36*
Earl Keim, University of Michigan ’50
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Robert D. & Dorine D. Kelly, Eastern Kentucky ’72
Stephen J. Kleberg, Texas Tech University ’69
Joseph D. & Victoria J. Kohout, Creighton Univ. ’98
Victor W. Kramer, Arizona State University ’61*
Robert H. Larsen, University of Maryland ’52
Nelson Hall Layman, University of Illinois ’35*
Frederic B. Lowrie, Butler University ’71
Luby R. Lynch Jr., Duke University ’49*
Brian & Susannah Malison, University of Tampa ’94
Paul J. Marin, University of Calif.-Los Angeles ’51
Wells Martin Jr., Miami University ’42
C. Thomas McClintic, Butler University ’96
James & Frances McCool, Colorado College ’21*
Kelly Michael McFarland, Ohio University 2001
Ryan E. Meador, Westminster University 2000
Donald H. Melchiorre, University of Cincinnati ’59*
Rene J. Miller, University of Calif.-Los Angeles ’55
David P. Millett, Denison University ’63
Forrest C. Mischler, Allegheny College ’61
William M. Moran, Tennessee Tech University ’71
Marc & Jennifer Mores, Iowa State University ’95
Jesse & Courtnee Moyer, Univ. of South Dakota 2003
S. George Notaras, Lawrence University ’53
Gerard L. Novario, Ohio University ’43
Gerald M. Ober, University of Arizona ’52
Eugene M. Olander, Kansas State University ’60

Mario Osuna, San Jose State University ’81
Woody Owen, University of South Florida ’67
Robert S. Pasquinucci, Ashland University ’93
Joseph & Jennifer Passanise, Southwest M.O. State ’91
Allan W. Paul, University of Manitoba ’74
John A. Poole, University of North Carolina ’65
C. W. “Chuck” Poore Jr., Univ. of South Dakota ’61
Rudy Porchivina, San Jose State University ’89
Raymond Leonard Randall, Ohio University ’66
Kenneth T. Ransby, University of Manitoba ’68
L. Michael Ream, Franklin University ’52
William R. Richardson, University of Tampa ’80
Robert P. Roberts Jr., Ball State University ’74
Kenneth A. Robinson, Colorado State University ’72
Kern G. Rodeberg, University of Minnesota ’64
Herbert G. Rogers III, University of Mississippi ’64
Jonathan K. Ross, University of South Carolina ’97
Jonathan & Jennifer Routh, N.C. State Univ. ’97
Ronald G. Saffer, Iowa State University ’63
Jeremy P. Sale, Mercer University 2002
Michael G. Scarlatelli, Kettering University ’76
Robert B. Schuemann, Valparaiso University ’71
Steven H. Scott, Univ. of California-Berkeley ’88
Benoit Simoneau, McGill University ’99
Tamblin C. Smith, University of Pennsylvania ’49*
Raymond H. Steben Jr., Iowa State University ’60

George W. Sugden, Iowa State University ’46
Mr. & Mrs. Warren B. Swift, Dickinson College ’57
Robert C. Taggart, Washburn University ’51
Vernon R. “Rod” Tate, University of Maryland ’61
Ralph O. Taylor, University of Missouri ’40*
Conrad Foster Thiede, Colgate University ’90
Nathan P. Thomas, Southeast M.O. State Univ. ’95
Don A. Thompson, Butler University ’66
Paul V. Troup, Purdue University ’63
Robert J. Turning, University of Akron ’96
Marc P. Ugo, Butler University ’92
Thomas W. Van Dyke, University of Kansas ’60
Lothar A. Vasholz, University of Colorado ’52
Marco A. Villa, University of California-Riverside ’96
Mario A. Villa, University of Texas 2003
Gary R. Wade, University of Tennessee ’70
Tim Watkins, Ashland University ’77
Travis Webb, Missouri State University ’93
Edward G. Whipple, Hanover College ’74
Ralph W. Williams Jr., University of Georgia ’55*
Wells & Joy Wohlwend, UCLA ’52
Edward W. Wuest, University of Cincinnati ’44
David S. Ziegler, Drake University ’77

*Members of the Living Bond Society in the Chapter Grand. To 
learn more about the giving options for the Living Bond Society, 
please call the Phi Delta Theta Foundation at (513) 523-6966 or 
visit our website at www.phideltathetafoundation.org.

Live to inspire

Make a fresh start this new year with CHROME, the official fragrance of the Fraternity!
With the purchase of a Phi Delta Theta Limited Edition bottle, 100% of the proceeds help sponsor our fraternity programs and activities. 

Originally $73, this large size spray is offered for a limited time at a preferential price of $48. 
Exclusively available at www.azzaroparis.com/phideltatheta.

http://www.azzaroparis.com/phideltatheta
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Chris Lapple 
New Phi Delta Theta President
By: Rob Pasquinucci

C hris Lapple was sworn in as the 64th president of the Phi Delta 
Theta General Council. We caught up with brother Lapple as we 
prepared for the General Council retreat meeting this past fall. Here 

are his thoughts on the next two years.

The Scroll: What are your goals for the next biennium?
Chris Lapple: I’m hoping to continue the success we’ve started with Phi 
Delt 2020—that’s really the blueprint for the next eight years. I think it’s 
important to build on this and do some additional strategic planning so it 
becomes a rolling eight-year plan so we can be prepared for the future. I 
think having the “Phi Delt Vision” is key to our success.

I think we’ll also need to continue to work together with the Foundation 
to support their fundraising efforts. We spent a lot of time in the last 
biennium re-tooling and restructuring this important part of our operation 
and now we’re going to be asking alumni to step up to the plate and help us 
with the work we’re doing.

I also want to focus on recruitment. We simply have to be able to recruit 
good, quality people, and to do that we need to give our undergraduate 
members the tools to do that on their campuses. If we’re talking about 
recruitment and growth, we have to include a discussion about expansion—
to me, expansion not only means going to new campuses, but also retaining 
our existing chapters. 

I think our undergraduates are realizing 
recruitment is now a 24/7/365 job where 
we look at people that would be a good fit 
for chapter whether you sit next to them 
in class or know them from a campus 
organization. We want to educate our 
members on how to recruit this way to grow their chapters.

I also am excited about the branding project we just completed. I give 
[General Council Treasurer] Rich Fabritius a lot of credit for putting his 
time and talent behind the new brand. I really think it’s an important part 
of helping tell our story in ways it hasn’t been done before.

How can undergraduate members help you accomplish these goals?
CL: I think they can focus on recruitment and understanding what 
the important behaviors are to help attract more quality men to our 
organization. I also continue to hope they understand the risks of alcohol 
abuse and drug use. I’ve been doing this for more than eight years and have 
seen how one mistake can embarrass the entire organization.

I think undergraduates also need to forge good relationships with alumni 
to put together a strong Chapter Advisory Board to help the chapter. Our 
strongest group have an active and involved CAB.

How about alumni? What can they do to help?
CL: Well, building on my last answer, we need them to support their local 
chapter—even if it isn’t their “home” chapter. Get involved with the CAB 

or Alumni Club! And, naturally, consider supporting the Foundation and 
the important things we’re doing for the undergraduates.

What are the organization’s biggest challenges?
I mentioned alcohol and drug abuse, but I also think we have to be 

vigilant about hazing. It’s still a problem. I want to make it clear that there 
is no place for demeaning or physically demanding aspects in our pledge 
program. The GHQ staff continues to work with undergraduate chapters to 
ensure the Phikeia program we offer is enriching and beneficial. 

So, why did you decide to become a General Officer? 
CL: From the day I pledged, I always enjoyed helping to guide this 

organization. I loved my Phi Delt 
undergraduate experience and the people 
I met along the way. It’s been a huge part 
of my life and I wanted to give back.

I was inspired to run for the General 
Council by other Council members and 

General Officers—Stan Gilson, Scar [Mike Scarlatelli], Charley Pride, 
Rudy Porchivina and others. 

I am blessed to be on the Council with people I respect. We all 
complement one another. We work together very well. 

Who are your Phi Delt Heroes?
CL: Lou Gehrig, of course. Then I’d have to say Mike Scarlatelli, Phil 
DeCarlo and Mark Ochsenbein. If we expand the list to include a Phi and 
his wife, I’d have to say my parents. 

Really, I salute each and everyone who has gone before me as General 
Council President, not limited to those I have served with, but all General 
Officers who have had a hand or continue to lead the way. These truly are 
amazing men, and we have them to thank for our success. 

Chris Lapple and Robert J. Miller

“I am blessed to be on the Council with 
people I respect. We all complement one 
another. We work together very well.”
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Bob Biggs and Tio Kleberg having fun at the 79th Biennial General Convention in Washington, D.C.

79th Biennial
CONvENTiON
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With the Fourth of July right before Convention, 
Austin and I decided to arrive early and 
experience Independence Day in the heart 
of our nation’s capital. Joining the thousands 
who flocked to the National Mall to watch the 
fireworks over the Washington Monument was a 
surreal experiment and an excellent way to kick 
off our trip to D.C. The opening ceremony at 
Convention was eye opening. Phi Delta Theta 
is very strong nationally, so it is no surprise that 
we have several chapters within each state, but 
it was not until entering the grand hall that I 
realized how large our organization really is. At 
the front sat the General Council, surrounded 
by the nearly 200 delegates on either side, with 
the spectators, like me, observing from the back. 
Sitting in that room full of 300 plus fellow Phis 
was when I realized how fortunate I was to be 

part of such an elite organization. Throughout 
the three days we were in Washington, D.C., 
I met brothers everywhere from Canada, to 
Montana, New York, and everywhere in between. 

There were several small group sessions held 
that allowed us to interact with one another, 
share our ideas, stories, and issues. In addition, 
we got to participate in group interviews with 
the gentlemen running for General Council 
and hear their individual visions for the future 
of the Fraternity. Many of them focused on 
the importance of building strong brotherhood 
within our chapters, keeping Alumni involved 
with local chapters, and living our everyday lives 
in accordance to the teachings of the Bond. It 
was amazing to see these men, now decades 
after college, still have that passion and desire to 
transmit the fraternity to those who follow after, 

greater than it was transmitted to them. While life 
can get hectic, especially after college, I think it 
is important for all of us to remember what it was 
that helped us grow to who we are today, and that 
we continue to help the young men in our local 
chapters realize the effect Phi Delta Theta can 
have on them, not only now, but in the future.

 Florida Nu received the Outstanding 
Excellence Award at the 79th Biennial 
Convention in Washington, D.C. 
Excerpt from Florida Nu Alumni Newsletter. John Harbilas, 
’14, is Florida Nu Chapter Treasurer.

An Unconventional Experience in D.C.
By: John Harbilas 

T
his past July, fellow Phis from every chapter in the United States 
and Canada congregated in our nation’s capital, Washington, 
D.C., for the 79th Biennial Convention of Phi Delta Theta. The 
Florida Nu chapter elected to send Austin Gore, the current 
Chapter President as our Convention Delegate. 

Golden Legionnaire
Lothar A. Vasholz, Colorado ’52
Past President of General Council and Foundation Trustee Emeritus

Robert Morrison Association
($100,000–$249,999 Giving Level)
Frederic B. “Ted” Lowrie, Butler ’71
Michael J. Fimiani, South Florida, ’89

Nance-Millett Award
David B. Morin, Colorado ’03

Legion of Honor
Stephen J. “Tio” Kleberg, Texas Tech ’69
Phi Delta Theta Foundation Trustee Emeritus

Legion of Merit
A. Scott Ritchie, Kansas ’54 
Phi Delta Theta Foundation Trustee

Philip H. Bartels, Cornell ’71 

Samuel J. Furrow, Tennessee ’65 
Phi Delta Theta Foundation Trustee

W.L. Gray Jr., TCU ’70 
Phi Delta Theta Foundation Chairman

Volunteer Service Award
(presented at Grand Banquet)
Stan Gilson, California State University-Northridge ’70

Awards presented to alumni at the Building on the Bond Luncheon

79th Biennial
CONvENTiON

July 4th fireworks over Washington Monument
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Presentation of Flags

79th BiennialGeneral Convention
Washington, D.C.
July 5–8, 2012

Your New
General Council

President

Honoring
Our Military
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Britt Phillips, Terry Scarborough, Elliott Mulkin, W.L. Gray Jr.,Jake Everhart, & Paul Price.

Rooftop Capitol Celebration

Mietchens and Lapples Your Foundation Staff
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Cornerstone Club Donors General Council
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Grand Banquet Awards

Volunteer Service Award
Stanley W. Gilson

George E. Housser Trophy
Top Chapter at a Canadian Campus

British Columbia Alpha
(University of British Columbia)

St. Louis Fraternity Education Trophy
Most Outstanding Program

for the education and indoctrination of Phikeias
Nebraska Alpha (University of Nebraska)

Oliver J. Samuel
Outstanding Province President Award

James D. Warner

Founders Trophy
Most Outstanding Chapter at a Medium-Sized Campus

Texas Theta (West Texas A&M University)

Paul C. Beam Trophy
Most Outstanding Philanthropic Project

North Carolina Beta (University of North Carolina)

Kansas City Trophy
Most Outstanding Chapter at a Small Campus 

North Carolina Gamma (Davidson College)

Phoenix Award
Most Improved Phi Delt Chapter
Georgia Beta (Emory University)

Harvard Trophy
Most Outstanding Chapter on a Large Campus

Mississippi Beta (Mississippi State)
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Neil A. Armstrong 1930–2012
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By: Robert J. Miller, Historian

I do not recall when I met Neil Armstrong. The meeting most likely occurred at 
Purdue University when I made one of my visits to the Phi Delta Theta chapter 
on that campus. Putting that possibility aside, I am certain that I had an enjoyable 

visit with him at the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, Manned Spacecraft 
Center, Houston, Texas.

We were in contact by mail as the time approached for the launching of Gemini VIII. I 
asked Neil if he would carry a very small Phi Delta Theta silk flag, (4" X 5 1/2") along on 
his journey. He not only agreed to this request, he also carried a U. S. flag of the same 
size and returned both to the Fraternity Headquarters with a cover letter stating “It was, 
of course, a great pleasure for me to carry on the flight of Gemini VIII, the banner you so 
thoughtfully provided.” Both flags are on display in the headquarters building.

Once it was established that Neil would probably be going to the moon, I had the nerve to 
ask him one more favor. Would he be willing to carry a Phi Delta Theta badge with him? 
In May 1969 he wrote, “Although I certainly cannot guarantee our ability to honor your 
request with the limitations of weight and volume that we are forced to live with, I would 
like very much to do so.” After May it became nearly impossible to establish contact with 
Neil. In desperation, I wrote to his wife who promised to do her best to get our badge on 
the moon. She lived up to her promise and on September 25, Neil wrote “of course, I was 
glad to carry the pin...” and it now rests securely at the Headquarters.

The foregoing are the highlights of getting Phi Delta Theta paraphernalia into space and 
my involvement with Brother Armstrong. We spent additional time together on several 
occasions, mostly in Oxford, Cincinnati and Lebanon, Ohio. 

Indeed, Neil was a loyal Phi. 

“There can be no great 
accomplishment without 
risk.” —Neil Armstrong

“In coelo quies est.”

In Memoriam

The Armstrong file 
1. Born Neil Alden Armstrong August 5, 

1930 in Wapakoneta, Ohio.

2. NASA’s first civilian astronaut to fly in 
space as command pilot of Gemini 8 
in 1966.

3. The first person to walk on the Moon 
on his second and last spaceflight as 
mission commander of the Apollo 11 
moon landing, in July 1969.

4. Earned his bachelor’s degree at 
Purdue University.

5. In additon to being an astronaut, he 
was also an aerospace engineer, 
naval aviator, test pilot, and 
university professor.

6. Awarded the Presidential Medal of 
Freedom, the Congressional Space 
Medal of Honor as well as the 
Congressional Gold Medal .

7. Spent 8 days, 14 hours, 12 minutes, and 
30 seconds in space.

Neil A. Armstrong Scholarship Established
To honor Neil A. Armstrong and his significant contributions to space exploration and society, Phi Delta Theta has established the Neil A. Armstrong Scholarship for Leadership and 
Courage. Through tax-deductible contributions, $72,000 is needed to fund the scholarship to help achieve endowed status in 2013. The annual scholarship will have a lasting impact on a 
Phi Delta undergraduate from any chapter for academic achievement and offering a leadership opportunity to attend a Phi Delta Theta premier educational conference.

If interested, please make checks payable to Phi Delta Theta Foundation, and mark the donation to the Neil A. Armstrong Fund.
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What led to your decision to attend the memorial service?
DA: “A couple days before the event, I saw a tweet 
about it from my friend Melissa Price (Kappa 
Kappa Gamma, Florida State). She is a former 
White House colleague of mine who has also 
worked at NASA and she mentioned that she 
was interested in attending the service, so I sent 
her a note and we decided to go together.” He 
said, “Obviously, Neil Armstong’s contributions 
to humanity are monumental. This was a rare 
opportunity to be a witness to history; and as a 
fellow Brother in the Bond, I just had to go to pay 
my respects to a true American hero and one of 
the fraternity’s greatest members.” 

Almacy sensed the enormity of the honor of 
having a national memorial at the Washington 
National Cathedral. As a native and longtime 
resident of the greater D.C. Metropolitan area, 
Almacy has observed major world events that 
have been commemorated at the National 
Cathedral—weddings, funerals, memorials. 
In fact, he somberly remembers the important 
role that the National Cathedral played as the 
United States began the healing process after 
the 9/11 terrorist attacks. The cathedral served 
as a backdrop for the national memorial service 
attended by many notable Americans including 
then President George W. Bush and two former 
U.S. Presidents.

As a side note, in preparation for the 2012 Phi 
Delta Theta Convention in Washington, D.C. 
this past summer, Almacy authored a Phi Delt 
blog post featuring the Top 10 Things To Do 
in D.C. and listed the Washington National 
Cathedral as #5.

Tell us about 
the day
DA: “The 
service didn’t 
start until 
10 a.m., but 
we knew we 
had to get 
there early. 
We arrived 
around 8 
a.m. and 
were roughly 
fifth in line. 

Before we knew it, the line had snaked around 
the block and out of sight. Just ahead of us in 
line, we struck up a conversation with a father 
and his 16-year-old son who had made the trip 
down to D.C. from New Jersey the night before. 
Sporting matching NASA neckties, they were 
clearly space enthusiasts. In the past, they have 
toured several NASA facilities, attended launches 
and knew many of the famed NASA personnel 
who have made their mark on history. In addition 
to their entertaining running commentary, they 
seemed genuinely impressed when I mentioned 
that I have met Brothers Story Musgrave 
(Syracuse) and Jon McBride (West Virginia) 
through my involvement with Phi Delta Theta,” 
said Almacy. 

It was a touching and meaningful service, with 
remarks provided by Eugene Cernan, the last 
American astronaut to stand on the lunar surface, 
NASA Administrator Charles Bolden and former 
Treasury Secretary John Snow.

The details of the lunar landing, and Mr. 
Armstrong’s heroic reaction to the computer 
system’s failing by manually taking the controls 
and making the decision to land in unfamiliar 
terrain with no fuel and seconds to spare was 
remembered by Cernan during the service. 
In 2010, Almacy attended the General Officer 
reception at Kennedy Space Center during 
the Phi Delta Theta General Convention in 
Orlando, Florida. While there, he remembers 
sitting through a presentation reenacting the 
Apollo mission. During the exhibit, the audience 
re-lived the Apollo moon landing and heard the 
exact communications between Armstrong and 
the ground control center as he safely landed 
the module. The reality of the situation, Neil 
Armstrong’s skill as a pilot and the extent of his 
heroism, took on special meaning that day too.

While leaving the cathedral, Almacy noted 
many were taking pictures of a particular stained 
glass window. Someone in the crowd told him 
that when the astronauts were on the moon, 
they retrieved a moon rock and presented it as a 
gift to the National Cathedral upon return. An 
artisan worked that moon rock into one of the 
stained glass windows in the cathedral, which 
was represented by the artwork on the front cover 
of the memorial service program. This further 
deepened the symbolism that Neil Armstrong 

and his life were memorialized in such a 
noteworthy and sacred place as the Washington 
National Cathedral. Almacy has donated his 
memorial service and the program from the 
National Cathedral to the Phi Delta Theta 
General Headquarters for display in its museum. 

As a member of Phi Delta Theta, what did it mean to be a 
brother to Neil Armstrong?
DA: “Of course, every Phikeia quickly learns that 
one of the most famous Phis was Neil Armstrong. 
It was probably the first alumnus name I 
learned,” quips Almacy. “We learned about the 
kind of man he was, humble, heroic, honorable. 
As a fellow member of Phi Delta Theta, his 
example challenges us to also pursue greatness 
in our own lives and to do our part to strive to 
contribute to society in the spirit.” His evaluation 
of the man, “I always admired Neil Armstrong for 
his humility in recognizing that his achievements 
were not just about one person, but rather all of 
those involved in the historic moon landing.” 
Armstrong is well known for his quiet reserve 
and determined effort to live a private life, and 
more notably, not cashing in on his fame, or 
demeaning or minimizing the countless efforts of 
all space endeavors that came after him. 

David Almacy is the former White House internet director for 
President George W. Bush and current senior vice president in 
Edelman’s Washington, D.C. office. Edelman is the world’s 
largest public relations firm, with 65 offices and more than 
4,500 employees worldwide, as well as affiliates in more 
than 30 cities. Almacy is a former Phi Delta Theta General 
Headquarters staff member (1993–95) and has served as a 
province president. Currently, he is chairman of the Survey 
Commission, where he and his fellow board members assist in 
the Fraternity’s expansion efforts.

Armstrong Memorial Service at The National Cathedral

Remembing Neil A. Armstrong
By: David Almacy, Widener University ’92
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I first encountered Neil Armstrong in 1954 at 
Purdue University. A man wearing a U.S. 
Navy officer’s uniform with aviator wings 

walked into our Phi Delta Theta fraternity 
house, shook my hand and uttered a simple 
hello to the fraternity brother standing next to 
me. Then, without bothering to stop and engage 
in conversation, he went quickly upstairs to his 
room. The fraternity brother standing next to me 
was Dean Armstrong and our visitor was Neil 
Armstrong, Dean’s older brother whom he had 
not seen for several years. I thought it was a rather 
strange and cold reunion. Dean stated that they 
had never been close.

Later that afternoon as a pledge, I cleared 
several seemingly empty packing boxes out of 
Neil’s room. Later when he asked me what did 
I do with them, I replied, “I burned them.” 
Neil exploded “You idiot…you destroyed my 
collection of very expensive cashmere sweaters.” 
Even to this day, Purdue Phi Delt alumni of my 
era remember me as the Pledge that burned 
Astronaut Neil’s sweaters! 

Neil had returned to Purdue to finish his 
degree in Aeronautical Engineering. He would 

study in the living room of our fraternity house 
while watching a baseball game on TV, with 
a highly technical text book in hand and his 
girlfriend snuggling in his lap. Even with all 
of those distractions, he absorbed the assigned 
material and would test well the next day. In 
fact, one professor exclaimed, “Neil, you know 
more about this subject than I do. I would 
appreciate it if you would finish teaching the 
remainder of the semester.”

The wide breadth of Neil talents emerged 
when we Phi Delts teamed up with a sorority to 
be a contestant in Purdue’s Spring Show Review 
Competition. Neil adapted the score of Oklahoma 
to be the musical base of our show for which he 
also designed the backdrop, staging, costumes, 
scripts and storyline. He named his creation 
Egelloc which is college spelled backwards. Neil’s 
Brother Dean was an accomplished singer, and he 
had the lead role. We won first place!

Neil was a master level bridge player and, after a 
few leads, he could accurately tell what cards each 
player was holding. His fellow players described his 
analytical mind and his ability to concentrate by 
saying, “If all four walls in this card room started 

to collapse inward, Neil would take a micro-split 
second look and announce ‘I calculated the fall 
patterns and there is no need to panic as the walls 
will miss us…play on!’”

Neil’s introverted personality is exampled in this 
anecdote: If you were shipwrecked on a deserted 
island with little hope for a quick rescue, you 
would want the congenial, outgoing John Glen as 
your companion. However, if you wanted to get 
off the island quickly, you would want the highly 
focused Neil Armstrong as your companion. 

I was lucky enough to catch Captain 
Gene Cernan’s comments live on Fox 
TV News from the National Cathedral 

in Washington, D.C. He gave a very moving 
eulogy of Neil Armstrong and his words were so 
meaningful and eloquent. 

I was able to meet Neil Armstrong at the 100 
Year Anniversary of Naval Aviation Banquet 
and Celebration last year on May 5, 2011 at the 
Naval Flight Museum in Pensacola. There were 
over 500 admirals, generals, and dignitaries in 
attendance with 17 naval aviators, including 
James Lovell and Wally Schirra, who also earned 
their navy “Wings of Gold,” and became NASA 
Astronauts. It was quite a memorable event and I 
was so happy to be invited to the festivities.

It was by chance a photo opportunity presented 
itself to have my picture taken standing between 
the first man to walk on the moon (Apollo 11) 

and the last man to do so (Apollo 17)—both naval 
aviators, Capt. Neil Armstrong and Capt. Gene 
Cernan. It was a very special moment and honor 
for me.

What made it more enjoyable for me was that 
I was a Phi Delta Theta fraternity member at 
Washington State, and I knew Neil was a Phi Delt 
at Purdue University. Right after the picture was 
taken with my camera, I mentioned to Neil that I 
knew he was a Phi Delt and that I was also a Phi 
Delt at the Washington Gamma Chapter at WSU, 
and we were “Brothers in the Bond.” He smiled 
and said, “Well, give me the grip.” We then shared 
the secret Phi Delta Theta hand shake. It was very 
special moment for a Phi Delta Theta brother.

Sadly, the photo became more important to 
me with his passing. 

Remembrances about Neil A. Armstrong
By: Thomas O. Hippensteel Sr, Purdue ’59

Brothers in the Bond
By: David DeMeyer, Washington State University ’65

Armstrong in 1964

Three navy pilots meet at the 100 Year Anniversary Banquet 
Celebrating Naval Aviation at NAS Pensacola, May 5, 2011. 
Left to right: Astronaut and Navy Capt. Gene Cernan; LT(jg) 
David DeMeyer, USN Retired; and Astronaut and Navy Capt. 
Neil Armstrong.
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W hen West Tallahatchie High School 
coach Lorenzo Pimpton announced 
plans for a crucial fundraising drive 

for the varsity football program, his longtime 
friend, Sumner farmer Jackson Webb, was 
paying attention.

After all, Pimpton and Webb practically grew 
up together.

Pimpton’s family lived and worked on 
Webb Farms, owned by Jackson’s family, and 
as children who were about the same age, the 

two boys often played together, developing a 
close friendship.

“Jackson is a very good guy,” noted Pimpton. 
“He’s more than just a friend; he’s like a brother 
to me. The Webb family and the Pimpton family 
go way back.”

So, it is no wonder that when Jackson Webb 
learned his friend was struggling to make ends 
meet with the high school football program that 
he inherited as head coach in 2010, he came to 
his assistance.

“Lorenzo has done a great job at West Tally, 
like he did as a junior high coach at R.H. 
Bearden [Elementary School in Sumner, Miss.],” 
noted Webb. “And there he was, doing this 
fundraising drive all on his own.”

Webb said he understands why the school 
district is unable to devote much fiscal attention 
to the football team and other sports programs.

“A lot of people don’t realize how desperate 
the need is around here,” he noted. “There’s 
hardly enough money to pay good teachers, and 

Special Teams
Ole Miss Phis lend a hand to high school football program
By: Clay McFerrin
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a sports program is probably the last thing on administrators’ minds. But 
sports are important to the students.”

Webb had an idea.
“It struck me: I’ve got this buddy who works at Under Armour, so let me 

give him a call and see what he can do.”
Webb’s friend, Walker Jones, is the senior director of sports marketing 

for Under Armour, a sports clothing and accessories company based in 
Baltimore, Md.

Like Webb and Pimpton, Webb and Jones go way back. Their mothers 
attended Ole Miss together, as did they. In Oxford, Webb and Jones were 
fraternity brothers and have kept in close contact.

When Webb called Jones, he was instructed to have Pimpton send a 
breakdown of desired items to the company.

“I told Lorenzo, make a list. Ask for as much as you can, and they’ll do 
what they can,” explained Webb. 

Pimpton did just that.
“They told me to think big, and I thought big. I made a wish list with a letter 

attached, asking if they could adopt the West Tallahatchie program,” the coach 
noted. The idea was endorsed by the school administration, he added.

In early September, the first Under Armour shipment arrived at West 
Tally. Then came additional deliveries of “Under Armour Performance 
Apparel,” all putting a huge smile on the face of Pimpton.

The Choctaws have received complimentary football cleats in two styles, 
as well as T-shirts, gloves, socks, skull caps, padded girdles, compression 
shorts and shirts, long-sleeved warm-up shirts, wrist bands, coaches’ shirts 
and more.

“They sent anywhere from 40 to 100 of whatever they sent,” the coach said.
Pimpton said the shoes retail for about $75 per pair. “We have more than 

enough in each style for all of our players,” he added.
Under Armour also donated ten footballs.
“They have sent me $12,000 to $16,000 worth of apparel and accessories,” 

said Pimpton. “I’m so thankful for it. It gives a big boost to the kids, 
knowing that somebody out there cares about the West Tallahatchie 
football program.”

Of course, Pimpton knows who to thank first.
“Jackson spearheaded this,” he said. “Growing up as kids, you never 

thought about this type of thing coming about. But it’s not by accident. It’s 
the divine will of God. I’m really thankful to God for opening up this door 
to this program.”

Webb said Jones and Under Armour founder and CEO Kevin Plank “are 
great guys,” Under Armour is “a great company” and he is excited that his 
friend has benefited from their generosity.

“It’s one of those small-world stories. I just put two people together,” 
Webb noted. “I’m glad to have been able to help.”

Editor’s note: Sparky Reardon, Phi and Assistant Vice Chancellor/Dean of Students at the 
University of Mississippi, found this article about West Tallahatchie High School Football coach 
Lorenzo Pimpton, and Phi Delts Jackson Webb and Walker Jones. Reprinted with permission 
from The Sun-Sentinel, Charleston, Mississippi, October 4, 2012.

More from Walker & Jackson
We reached out to Walker Jones and Jackson 
Webb after this article appeared to get a few 
more comments about their work.
Walker Jones:

B asically, Jackson gave me a call and expressed to me 
the dire circumstances that faced the WTHS football 
team. As you can imagine, we get a lot of calls like this 

around the country but when Jackson told me about Coach 
and the impact he was having on the HS and community, I 
knew we should lend a hand. We always want to invest in 
people regardless of wins and losses and this seemed like 
a great opportunity to make a difference where there was 
truly a need for assistance. I know the kind of influence 
sports and coaches can have on kids at this age and we are 
willing to help in any way to make that a positive experience 
for everyone involved. Under Armour’s mission is to simply 
make all athletes better and hopefully we have assisted 
Coach in this mission both on and off the football field. 

Finally, I think it speaks to the strong bond between 
two Phi Delts and what we can do together in the spirit of 
society and community. Jackson Webb is the reason this 
happened and I want to thank him for reaching out to me 
and for his willingness to help others.

Jackson Webb:

G oogle Mississippi Delta and you will get 10 million hits 
on how poor and depressed this place is; what you will 
never hear about is people like Lorenzo Pimpton who 

is sacrificing and working to make it better for these kids. I 
couldn’t agree more with Walker that sports play a key role in 
kids lives; especially around here, where there is nothing else 
to do. Since Walker and Under Armour’s GENEROUS gift, 
Lorenzo has had 15–20 more kids wanting to play, and that is 
what matters,” Brother Webb said. 

“Phi Delt is one of a handful of organizations that the 
spirit of brotherhood carries on long after college. My SAE 
grandfather told me, once he started speaking to me after 
bid day, ‘Sometimes it’s who you know, not what you know.’ 
I’ve known Walker since childhood, our mothers are still best 
friends to this day, but the bond we share as Phis makes our 
friendship that much closer. Even though Lorenzo is not a Phi, 
his values are a lot like the quote from Robert Morrison ‘to do 
that which ought to be done, but would not be done unless 
I did it.’ I am glad to have been such a small part of this and 
could never thank Walker enough.” 
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I t’s that time of the year again, when our bodies finally process our 
holiday indulgences and optimism for the upcoming year emerges. 
Many of us take out our pen and paper and ask ourselves one very 

powerful question, “What do I want to accomplish this year?” 
No matter the completion rate, setting resolutions has become a tradition 

for many. We all want to become the greatest versions of ourselves and each 
new-year provides us with that so-called clean slate to move forward towards 
that goal. 

Undoubtedly, the most popular form of resolution is the health and 
fitness goal. New gym membership rates in January prove this point! 
Whether it’s shedding a few pounds, becoming more toned, eating 
healthier or kicking a bad habit, we seek opportunities and fellowship from 
others to help us reach these goals.

Another popular resolution is to help others or give back. People are 
good, and within Phi Delt, we enjoy life by the help and society of others. I 

like to think that a resolution to help others can be the catalyst for reaching 
any other resolutions we make for ourselves.

This thought is why I believe Phi Delta Theta’s Iron Phi program has 
attracted over 1,100 Phis to raise $400,000+ to support research for ALS and to 
build a stronger Phi Delta Theta. The opportunity to reach a personal fitness 
goal and help others in the process has proven to be a very powerful thing.

So if you’ve made your list and have included a health and fitness 
resolution as well as a resolution to help others, we’d encourage you to 
consider becoming an Iron Phi. The momentum that we’ve gained from our 
collective efforts is exponentially growing, and we’re confident that we can 
help lead you to the great feeling of marking your resolutions as completed. 
The mission of Iron Phi is to strengthen the Phi Delta Theta International Fraternity and 
the impact it has on the fight against Lou Gehrig’s disease through the fundraising and 
athletic efforts of its members. To become an “Iron Phi,” members of Phi Delta Theta (both 
undergraduates and alumni) must select an athletic endeavor of their choice (any type of athletic 
event is eligible), raise $1,000 through the Iron Phi website, and accomplish the athletic endeavor 
itself. To begin your Iron Phi journey, visit www.ironphi.org.

An Iron Phi New Year’s Resolution
By: Steve Good, Director of Communications and Iron Phi
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I t had been two days since I returned from my training climb on Mt. 
Meru, and I was anxious to get underway. Every climber is required to 
climb with three porters and a guide as Tanzania is a very poor country 

and the tourists climbing the mountain are a major source of income. 
Approximately 500 people start the climb on seven different tracks at this 
time of year. My trek would follow the Machame route with 150 other 
tourists. With so many people underway, the track seemed like a freeway 
and the campsites resembled a strange nesting colony. We camped next to a 
church group from Illinois who sang hymns as we fell asleep every night. 

On the second day, we broke through the clouds. The lush rainforest 
gave way to haggard scrubland. Mt Kilimanjaro is an ancient volcano and 
thus a solitary peak in an otherwise flat landscape. Above the cloud line 
it felt a lot like being on an island in an ocean of clouds. Mt. Meru, the 
remnants on another volcano that may once have been the highest peak in 
the world, can be seen in the distance and was the only other piece of land 
visible from our location. The trail led up the slopes of the mountain for 
the next four days and the masses of climbers dwindled rapidly. 

We reached the last camp at 15,400 ft, a little more than a few lava 
hollows on the shoulder of the mountain. Having only spent two days 
above 14,000 ft, I began to struggle with the altitude. I wasn’t able to keep 
food down, had a constant headache and bloody diarrhea. Since I needed 
to drink about 1.3 gallons of water per day to make up for water lost through 
breathing at this altitude, I was very worried about becoming dehydrated. 

We started the climb for the summit at midnight. It was about 20ºf at this 
height and we soon found ourselves walking through ice fields. As the hours 

passed, I became slower and slower. I became disorientated and just stared 
at my guide’s heels. Keeping my eyes open and focused was a constant 
struggle. At 18,000 ft I was hit by a sudden onset of altitude sickness and 
threw up in my climbing mask before I could get it off. Luckily there wasn’t 
much in my body. I kept my mask on to protect my lungs from the cold 
air and it soon froze to my face. At some stage we met a climber and guide 
coming back down. The climber had been hit hard by altitude sickness 
and needed to be taken down as fast as possible. We reached the summit 
at 19,341 ft as the sun began to rise. I managed to take a few photos from 
the summit before my camera froze. There were approximately 20 people 
at the summit, and everybody was in a very good mood. It was around 
zero degrees and my water bottles were quickly becoming ice blocks so we 
began our decent.

Looking back on the adventure, I can easily say climbing Mt. 
Kilimanjaro was the hardest thing I have ever done. The first thing that 
comes to mind when reflecting on the trip is that I had the ability to work 
towards and achieve this goal. This is something most people take for 
granted and just one of the things victims of ALS have to endure.

I’d like to thank the people who donated to my challenge and my 
brothers at Texas Beta for their support and help in advertising my event. I 
was able to raise more than $1,000 through the Iron Phi program and will 
never forget my experience. 
Brother Veit, Texas ’12, shared his Iron Phi experience with The Scroll.

Thomas Veit becomes Iron Phi by climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro
By: Thomas Veit
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D oug Tanner eases into the Amarillo Town 
Club pool almost daily, right around 
1 p.m. after the lunch crowd has gone. 

Ahead for him are 72 up-and-back lengths of the 
pool, just a bit more than a mile.

Since mid-April, he’s swimming for more than 
his health. Tanner is swimming 250 miles to 
raise $1,250 for research into amyotrophic lateral 
sclerosis, also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

Oh, and Tanner just turned 70 and has no left 
leg below the knee.

“I’ve reached a stage of my life where I’ve 
started to think about paybacks,” Tanner said. 
“Aside from my accident, I’ve been pretty fortunate 
in health. I’m starting to feel like I ought to give 
something back to those not as fortunate.”

Tanner swims under the umbrella of the 
Iron Phi Challenge within the national Phi 
Delta Theta fraternity. Raising money for ALS 
research has been Phi Delt’s charity of choice for 
more than 50 years. Baseball Hall of Famer Lou 
Gehrig, who died of the nerve cell disease in 1941, 
was a Phi Delt at Columbia University.

The Iron Phi is a physical challenge fraternity 
members or alumni can make to raise money 
to fight ALS. The minimum to raise is $1,000. 
About 1,100 nationally are participating, but only 
10 percent are alumni. And just one is 70 and 
missing half his leg.

“What Doug is doing is truly inspiring,” 
said Steve Good of Ames, Iowa, director of 
communication for the Iron Phi and a 2004 Iowa 
State graduate. “Doug’s challenge is unique. I 
talk about this to a lot of different people and 
always bring up Doug because he exemplifies 
what the program is about.”

Tanner, a graduate of Amarillo High, helped 
start the Phi Delta Theta fraternity at then-West 
Texas State in 1963. He was Bond No. 1 among 
the first five members when the fraternity 
received its national charter the following year.

He got his bachelors and masters degrees in 
history at WT, and then left Texas for the next 42 
years. Tanner retired as a consultant in Washington, 
D.C., two years ago and returned to Amarillo.

On Dec. 7, 1979, Tanner was an assistant 
professor at the University of Virginia. He 
was running an errand when a car, with an 
intoxicated driver, jumped a lane and smashed 
head-on into Tanner’s Volkswagen van. The 

accident crushed both legs and put him in the 
hospital for months.

“It was really assault with a deadly vehicle,” 
Tanner said. “I literally had to learn to walk again.”

But his left leg never really healed. Skin and 
bone grafts didn’t work. 

While he was living near Denver in 1981, 
doctors determined it was best to amputate just 
below the knee.

Tanner claims to have been much more 
scholar than athlete, but that’s not to be confused 
with not being active. He’s been swimming since 
he was a kid, and as an adult added trail running, 
skiing and cycling.

“I moved back to Maryland, and the head of 
the orthopedic clinic at Johns Hopkins told me 
to forget about running,” said Tanner, who has a 
carbon fiber foot and ankle with a conventional 
prosthesis. “It just wouldn’t be worth it and I 
wouldn’t be satisfied, so I focused on swimming.”

And the focus continues more than 30 years 
later. Tanner already had more than 100 miles 
in the Town Club pool this year by April. He 
was going to swim anyway, so why not benefit 
something beyond his own health?

Tanner is swimming one mile for every $5 
donation. He’s received contributions from as 
little as 50 cents from a man in the Town Club 
locker room to as much as $100.

The original goal was 200 miles, but additional 
donations of $250 beyond the $1,000 have meant 
swimming an extra 50 miles. Tanner was at 207 
miles on Wednesday, and should complete the 
250 in December. 

That would give him 
370 for the year, and be 
an average of 320 miles 
for the last four years. 
That 1,280 miles is like 
swimming from Amarillo 
to Boise, Idaho.

“Endurance was 
the hallmark of Lou 
Gehrig,” Tanner said, 
“and swimming is an 
endurance sport, so it 
would be appropriate, I 
thought.”

Gehrig, known as The 
Iron Horse, died at age 

38. Before that, he had set the record of 2,130 
consecutive games played, a mark that stood until 
Cal Ripken Jr. passed him in 1995.

ALS attacks the nerve cells in the brain 
and spinal cord that control voluntary muscle 
movement. The disease, of which there is no 
cure, strikes 5 out of 100,000 people, most of 
whom were healthy adults. Most deaths occur 
between three to five years of diagnosis.

Tanner symbolically is swimming upstream, 
but he is hopeful.

“I’ve seen supposedly incurable diseases like 
MS (multiple sclerosis) where drug therapy 
enables people to live if not full lives, to at least 
continue to live,” Tanner said. “MS was once 
thought incurable. Maybe one day we can look at 
ALS the same way.” 
Reprinted with permission from The Amarillo Globe-News 
on October 18, 2012. Update from December 7, 2012. Jon Mark 
Beilue is a Globe-News columnist. He can be reached at jon.
beilue@ amarillo.com or 806-345-3318. His blog appears on 
amarillo.com. Follow him on Twitter: @jonmarkbeilue.

Amputee swims to fund ALS research
By: Jon Mark Beilue

Doug Tanner, West Texas ’64
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Finishing the fundraiser on 
a memorable date

On Dec. 7, 2012, Doug Tanner swam the last of his 260 miles, raising $1,300 for 
ALS research. Tanner was doing that through the Iron Phi Challenge. That’s under 
the charity work of the Phi Delta Theta fraternity.

This date, Dec. 7, is not only the 71st anniversary of the attack on Pearl Harbor, 
but 33 years ago, Tanner was struck by an intoxicated driver when he was an 
assistant professor at the University of Virginia.

The accident eventually caused him to lose his left leg below the knee.
“It’s been my own personal Pearl Harbor,” Tanner said. “But I feel pretty good to 

have persevered and made it to 70. I feel fortunate.”
Tanner has had to up his miles as additional donations came in.
“But I’m calling it done,” he said. “Thirteen-hundred dollars is a nice round number.”
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Expansion

T he 2012 year proved to be another successful year for Phi Delta 
Theta’s expansion team. With our Phi Delt 2020 goal of reaching 
200 chapters by 2020, we anticipate that with our current initiatives 

we will meet that challenge by 2018. 

Installations
New York Epsilon-Syracuse University 
Installed: February 7, 1887 | Re-installed: September 22, 2012 
Number of Initiated Brothers: 60 

The event was not improbable or unfathomable. To be honest, it was a 
challenge. For the 55 re-founding fathers of New York Epsilon who gathered 
on Saturday, September 22, 2012 for the reinstallation of Phi Delta Theta at 
Syracuse University, it was a moment they had awaited for 11 months. 

When the expansion team arrived on campus in October 2011 and 
challenged the campus with the question, “Are you a leader?,” the response 
was exciting. A group of campus leaders gathered weekly and began 
the hard work required to bring a chapter to campus. The group was 
determined to accomplish what very few had done before—install in under 
a year of being colonized. As the Phi Delts gathered and prepared to enter 
the grand ballroom at the OnCenter Convention Center in Syracuse, N.Y. 
on Saturday night, the hours of hard work, dedication and passion had 
come to fruition: Phi Delta Theta was returning to Syracuse University 
after a 20 year absence. The re-installation of the chapter marks another 
important landmark for the fraternity as well: the 125th anniversary of Phi 
Delta Theta at the university. 

In the 11 months leading up to the re-installation ceremony, the brothers 
made a positive impact on-campus and within the Greek community. 
Weeks prior to colonization in December 2011, the brothers came together 
and helped elect brother Dylan Lustig as the student body president. The 
election was memorable not only for the record amount of votes tallied, 

but also due to the fact that Lustig was the first president to be affiliated 
with a Greek organization in four years. The fraternity gained momentum 
in Spring 2012 as they headed into formal recruitment and came away with 
the second-largest recruitment class. This was followed by the colony’s first 
philanthropy, The Best of Syracuse, a fashion show-style event featuring 
clothes and food from local vendors. The event raised over $1000 for the 
ALS Association. The occasion also made it’s way to the front page of the 
Feature section of the Daily Orange, the campus newspaper, which titled 
the piece, Class Acts: Reinstated fraternity shapes images with fashionable 
philanthropy event. The brothers continued to impress the campus as they 
went on to claim first place for the campus’ Greek Week competition and 
garnered the prestigious title of highest GPA amongst all male fraternities. 

On Saturday night, under the elegant and calming lighting of the 
ballroom chandeliers, the brothers, accompanied by distinguished alumni, 
friends, family and members of dozens of Greek organizations on campus, 
received the charter from General Council President Chris Lapple, after 
months of hard work and numerous accomplishments. The occasion 
brought out numerous alumni from the Syracuse chapter, including F. 
Story Musgrave, former NASA astronaut. 

With the support of the university, alumni and other organizations within 
the university’s Greek community, the brothers of New York Epsilon feel 
confident about their future. As they embark upon the next chapter of 
their journey, they will tackle each challenge like they did the task of being 
re-installed as a chapter—with class, hard work, passion and sophistication.

Indiana Iota-Valparaiso University 
Colonized: October 5, 2012 | Installation scheduled: April 18–20, 2013 
Number of Colony Members: 28

What began as a spontaneous idea from a college student turned into a 
reality on October 5, 2012. A talented group of men came together for the 
re-colonization of Phi Delta Theta at Valparaiso University.

Expansion update

New York Epsilon
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After a seven year absence on campus, the newly created colony looks to 
re-establish the long and proud tradition of Phi Delta Theta at Valparaiso 
that was established in 1954 when the fraternity was first introduced to the 
VU campus.

The idea of bringing Phi Delta Theta back to Valparaiso University 
began in the fall of 2011 when Valpo student, Josh Sisley, now the colony 
president, sent in an application for re-colonization. When the application 
was approved, Sisley and the 28 other founding fathers worked extremely 
hard to not only recruit potential news members, but to spread the 
positive message of Phi Delta Theta through exemplifying the qualities of 
leadership, community service, and intelligence.

This hard work paid off at the colonization ceremony as the men were 
encouraged by the university, alumni, and other organizations within the 
university’s Greek community. Kappa West Providence President, Dominic 
Zultanski, facilitated the ceremony, with assistance from Phi Delta Theta 
Director of Expansion, DeMarkco Butler. Valparaiso University Assistant 
Dean of Students, Dr. Carrie Whittier, were also in attendance.

With re-colonization officially over, the Indiana Iota colony will work 
toward its ultimate goal of returning the Indiana Iota chapter back into 
the fold. Through its vision statement of “Through brotherhood, chivalry, 
and the pursuit of our greatest potential, we set a tradition of excellence, 
creating diverse leaders to impact VU and our communities,” the colony 
aims to accomplish this challenge and more. 

Help Support Expansion! 
Want to support an up-and-coming chapter in your area? Contact GHQ at 513.523.6345 or visit 
www.areyoualeader.com.

Upcoming Expansion Projects

University of Texas-San Antonio: Spring 2013

Chapman University: Spring 2013

University of North Carolina-Pembroke: Spring 2013

Colonizations during 2012 

California Zeta 
California State University-Northridge 
Colonized: May 6, 2012 
Number of Colony Members: 40

Delaware Beta 
Delaware State University  
Colonized: November 10, 2012 
Number of Colony Members: 25

Indiana Mu  
Indiana University Purdue University of 
Indianapolis (IUPUI) 
Colonized: December 2, 2012 
Number of Colony Members: 50

 

Tennessee Eta 
Middle Tennessee State University  
Colonized: December 6, 2012 
Number of Colony Members: 35

Pennsylvania Rho 
Carnegie Mellon University 
Colonized: December 8, 2012 
Number of Colony Members: 60

Indiana Iota

Have you read the Phi 
Delt blog?
The Phi Delta Theta Blog (www.phideltblog.com) has become 
an effective communication tool not only for Phi Delts, but for 
the larger Greek community. Blog posts are distributed over 
the Fraternity’s Facebook fan page to nearly 20,000 Phis and to 
its followers on Twitter. The blog posts are also read by other 
fraternity, sorority and higher education leaders across North 
America. Many blog entries are re-posted, re-tweeted and 
shared through email distribution lists. Phi Delta Theta’s Blog 
has become a key source for some of the leading thought in, 
and about, the Greek community. 

We are always in search of quality posts and invite you 
to write a post for the blog about a fraternal topic that is 
important to you. (Submissions are not guaranteed to be posted.)

Requirements:
1. Title
2. Text for post should not exceed one and a half pages
3. Include a headshot of yourself 
4. Include a paragraph biography 

Send all required elements to blog@phideltatheta.org 

Visit the blog today to read some great posts on Greek life, 
alcohol use, hazing, leadership and more!
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T he True Blue Society is proud to welcome the latest True Blue Phis 
listed in this edition of The Scroll.

On page 26 you’ll see that Tony Magistro, Ashland, ’69, represented 
the True Blue Society at the last Gehrig Presentation in Washington, 
D.C. Remember that if you have joined the True Blue Society, you are 
automatically eligible to be selected randomly to participate in a Gehrig 
Award Presentation! The next Gehrig Award will be presented during the 
2013 MLB season, perhaps to a player on your favorite team!

Keep your eye out this spring for a very special video presentation 
that highlights the importance of the True Blue Society in the life of 
generations of Phis. You will be able to view the video, recall the pride of 
being a True Blue Phi, and then you can share it with others via email and 
social media. If someone that you share the video with joins the True Blue 
Society, you’ll receive a special True Blue gift from the Phi Delt Store.

Blue-er and True-er!

2442 Robert D. VanCamp 
Westminster College

2443 Zachary A. Razor 
Hanover College

2444 Cameron Eddy 
Allegheny College

2445 Steven A. Godsil 
Monmouth College

2446 Eric T. Wilkerson 
Creighton University

2447 Kevin A. Osborne 
University of Texas-Austin

2448 William H. Roberts 
University of Alabama

2449 Ryan J. Mason 
University of Rochester

2450 Zachary W. Roman 
Colgate University

2451 Christopher A. Adams 
University of California-Davis

2452 Brooks N. Robinson 
North Carolina State University 

2453 Ryan G. Schell 
Florida State University

2454 David D. Lopez 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

2455 Brandon K. Clark 
Northwest Missouri State Univ.

2456 Spencer L. Olesen 
Texas Tech University

2457 James W. Toliver 
Tennessee Technological Univ.

2458 Clifford M. Clemons 
Wabash College

2459 John D. Cooke 
Butler University

2460 Paul H. Watson 
University of Vermont

2461 John K. Hogue 
University of South Florida

2462 James A. Wurster 
Purdue University

2463 Charles H. Ingram 
Denison University

2464 Richard A. Ungerer 
Indiana University

2465 Dwight B. Easty 
Ohio Wesleyan University
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2466 Richard E. Johnson 
Westminster College

2467 Bryan B. Walters Jr. 
Butler University

2468 John E. Atkins 
Washington and Lee University

2469 Todd J. Humphrey 
Oklahoma State University

2471 Josiah D. Henson 
University of Michigan

2472 Richard W. Kincade 
University of Colorado

2473 Marco I. Cantu 
University of Texas-San Antonio

2474 Richard J. Shaw 
Michigan State University

2475 J. Terry Honan 
Georgia Institute of Technology

2476 Philip F. Trego 
Purdue University

2477 John C. Coffee 
Southern Methodist University

2478 Dale R. Hedrick 
University of Florida

2479 David C. Schmidt 
Georgia Institute of Technology

2480 Robert V. Crist 
Indiana University

2481 L. Brent Wilshire 
West Virginia University

2482 John D. Spangler 
Kansas State University

2483 Jeffrey T. Ferguson 
Georgia College

2484 Millard T. Moore 
Texas Tech University

2485 William P. Dunne III 
Texas Christian University

2486 Eugene M. Thomas III 
Emory University

2487 Lincoln S. Young 
Ohio Wesleyan University

2488 Homer O. Taylor 
Kansas State University

2489 John R. Nelson 
Iowa State University

2490 Arlis A. Sheffield II 
Duke University

2491 Walter F. Gubert III 
Lousiana State University

2492 Frank B. Williams Jr. 
Georgia Institute of Technology

2493 John C. Thompson 
Mississippi State University

2494 Chad C. Rogers 
University of Tennessee

2495 Donald R. Eastman III 
Emory University

2496 Jay Raymond N. Abad 
University of California-Irvine

2497 Steve Schultz 
Florida State University

2498 Matthew L. Flores 
California State University-Fresno

2499 Franklin T. Gerlach 
University of Cincinnati

2500 Mel W. Shelander 
Lamar University

2501 Conrad C. Franey 
University of Missouri

2502 Lee A. Fisher 
Whitman College

2503 Jerald V. Dunlap 
Purdue University

2504 Daniel W. Beck 
Westminster College

2505 Donald M. Gravett 
University of Kentucky

2506 John A. Elliott 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln

2507 Homer B. Gibbs Jr. 
Vanderbilt University

2508 Chan N. Tinkle 
Indiana Kappa

2509 Keegan L. Colville 
Nova Scotia Alpha

2510 Daniel E. Leckrone 
Indiana University

2511 Eric Boyd 
Florida Mu

2512 Don F. Christy 
Pennsylvania Beta

2513 Daniel B. Curtis 
Georgia Institute of Technology

2514 N. Andrew Toney 
Willamette University

2515 Rogers N. Hays 
University of Alabama

2516 Jason Delessert 
California State University Chico

2517 Richard P. Goughneour 
Robert Morris University

2518 Seth D. Moore 
Texas Tech University

2519 Norman D. Guise 
Miami University

2520 Matthew D. Dowling 
Case Western Reserve University

2521 Justin R. Oppold 
University of South Dakota

2522 Matthew P. Benza 
University of Nevada-Las Vegas

2523 R. James Campbell 
University of Nebraska Lincoln

2524 John E. Chilton 
University of Tennessee

2525 Todd M. Bethea 
University of Texas-Arlington

2526 Robert R. Wise 
Texas Tech University

2527 Dominic W. Zultanski 
Indiana State University

2528 Edgar E. Baldridge 
Duke University

2527 Dominic W. Zultanski 
Indiana State University

2528 Edgar E. Baldridge 
Duke University

2529 Hunter C. Taber 
University of Texas at Austin

2530 Phillip J. Swope 
Texas A&M-Corpus Christi

2531 Cameron R. Talty 
Miami University

2532 John Paul P. Jednorski 
Univ. of Maryland-College Park

2533 Philip C. Beekley 
Ashland University

2534 Marc J. Santolin 
Creighton University

2535 Jason F. Tarr 
Sam Houston State University

2536 Edgar E. Baldridge III
2537 Edward P. Whitfield 

University of Texas at Austin
2538 J. D. Ross 

Ohio Wesleyan University
2539 Andrew G. Nelson 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University-Daytona Beach

2540 Steven A. Jung 
University of Cincinnati

2541 Jay M. Bernhardt 
Rutgers State Univ. of New Jersey

Members joining from May 3, 2012 to 
December 19, 2012. The next issue of The 
Scroll will list the newest members.
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Scroll online archives are a wealth of information
I just read my Scroll Summer 2012 hard copy and the news about the Scroll 
Archives online: great news! 

After reading about Derek Jeter, the 2010 winner of the Lou Gehrig award 
being presented his award in person, I then went to the NEW online archives 
of the Scroll. I selected 1976, this being one of the years I attended The 
University of Oklahoma (1974–78).

I then scrolled (forgive the pun) and found an article in the Fall 1976 Vol 
10 about the origin of the Gehrig award. Titled, Lou Gehrig Award Inspired 
by SAE, this story was written by Chads O. Skinner, Ohio Wesleyan ’27. It 
included a letter from Lou Gehrig written in 1937. This information I’d long 
forgotten (with a lot of my class work from ’76). I started, thinking, wow this is 
great information at my reach now. It also gave additional meaning to Derek 
Jeter’s win!

Wouldn’t it be great if this meaningful article from Fall 1976 were 
referenced in the Summer 2012 Derek Jeter story?

I know you don’t have unlimited staff to do research on these stories but 
how much would it add to a story to reference achieved stories like this one 
back to Phideltascrollarchieve.com? This would drive traffic to the new site.

As you can probably tell by now, I’m in PR, marketing and advertising 
by trade. We all have access to this important archive now, and that’s 
the most important thing. What an achievement by Headquarters staff. 
Congratulations and thank you. 

—Richard J. Miller, Oklahoma Alpha ’78
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James Stuart, Nebraska ’39
Brother James Stuart died Tuesday, August 21, 2012. Born April 11, 1917, 
Brother Stuart owned the National Bank of Commerce, which became 
a statewide network of banks, and Stuart Broadcasting, among other 
investments. His family’s name was on the Stuart Theater in the Stuart 
Building, now University Towers, at 13th and P streets. 

A graduate of Lincoln High School and the University of Nebraska, 
Stuart was of a generation of local businessmen who went to school, went 
to war, came home, raised families and devoted enormous time and energy 
to a vast array of business and community endeavors.

He is a former recipient of the Fraternity Legion of Honor Award. 
Brother Stuart was the patriarch of more than five generations of Phis, see 
details online: http://www.phideltatheta.org/content/view/1776/9/

Henry Leonard Hilton-Green Jr, Auburn ’43
Brother Hilton-Green died on April 27, 2012, but his legacy lives on. In 
August 2012, the Phi Delta Theta Foundation received a planned gift from 
the estate of Brother Hilton-Green in the amount of $137,173 which was 
directed to the annual fund, where it will serve the greatest need of Phi 
Delt undergraduates across North America through programming and 
scholarship support. 

A native of Pensacola, Florida, Brother Hilton-Green served in the 
United States Coast Guard during World War II, including assignments in 
Los Angeles, New Orleans and Norfolk, and continued his service through 
the Coast Guard Auxiliary. After the war, he returned to the Gulf Coast of 
Florida, where he managed the operations of the family steamship agency, 
Fillette, Green and Company in Panama City, until his retirement in 1989. 
Established in 1911, Fillette, Green emerged under Henry’s leadership 
as a leading provider of international freight broker services to shippers, 
owners, charterers, brokers, and cruise lines. Today, Fillette, Green operates 
in 15 states along the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts, and provides services in 
Columbia through a sister company, Intership Agency. 

Both before and during retirement, Henry was an active member of the 
St. Andrews Bay Yacht Club, where he served as Commodore in 1990 and 
on the board of governors in several capacities thereafter. As a result of his 
association with the SABYC, he later served as the first president of the 
newly established Blue Gavel Society of the Gulf Yachting Association.

To learn how you can support the Phi Delta Theta Foundation through 
a planned gift, please visit http://www.gftpln.org/Home.do?orgId=6108 

Donald (Uncle Don) Melchiorre, University of Cincinnati ’59
Longtime Ohio Theta adviser Don Melchiorre died October 15. 

“Don’s family was Ohio Theta. He touched the lives of many of us. Don 
did his best to contribute his time to the well being of the chapter and the 
individual members. His financial support helped both the chapter and 
individual brothers get out of tight spots. We was a true friend and brother. 
May our prayers be with him as he enters Chapter Grand,” said Tom 
DeWees Sr., a UC Phi and lifelong friend of Don. 

“Uncle Don was the most active alumni in the history of the Ohio Theta 
chapter. I remember meeting him as a freshman going through rush in the 
fall of 1984 and being impressed by his passion for Phi Delta Theta. In the 
years since, his dedication and enthusiasm never waned, but grew stronger, 
even as his body, sadly, grew weaker,” said Patrick J. Donnelly, Bond #1518, 
in an email.

He delivered a speech to the Ohio Theta chapter in June of this year 
after he recovered from a stroke—he thanked the more than 160 Phis 
and friends who visited him during his health struggles and supported 
him throughout his illness. He said he truly felt the Bond of Phi Delta 
Theta during this time. Read Don’s speech on the Phi Delt blog (http://
phideltblog.com/2012/06/07/the-bond-lives-and-why-i-am-so-sure/).
 

Chapter Grand
Phi Delta Theta honors members who have entered the Chapter Grand by listing them in the magazine. We generally reserve extended obituary articles 
for famous Phis and general officers. To submit obituary information, email scroll@phideltatheta.org.

University of Akron  
Ohio Epsilon  
’49, Charles C. 
Schellentrager Jr.  
Northbrook, Ill. 8/12

University of Alabama  
Alabama Alpha  
’41, Maxwell Moody Jr.  
Tuscaloosa, Ala., 7/12 
 
’44, George W. Webb  
Houston, Texas, 10/12 
 

’47, Minor E. Woodall, Jr.  
Guntersville, Ala., 6/12 
 
’65, Albert D. Williams  
Birmingham, Ala., 7/12

Allegheny College  
Pennsylvania Delta  
’55, J. T. Garrity  
West Chester, Pa., 9/12 
 
’76, Mark Ewing  
Charlotte, N.C., 8/12

University of Arizona  
Arizona Alpha  
’51, Lewis B. Moore Jr.  
Scottsdale, Ariz., 5/12

Arizona State University  
Arizona Beta  
’72, Richard T. Punch  
Dallas, Texas, 8/12

Ashland University  
Ohio Mu  
’69, Stephen D. Kruger  
Hamilton, Ohio, 6/12

Auburn University  
Alabama Beta  
’43, Henry L. 
Hilton-Green Jr.  
Panama City, Fla., 4/12 
 
’59, Elwood Larry Stephens  
San Antonio, Texas, 9/12

University of California- 
Berkeley  
California Alpha  
’59, Frederick R. Daulton  
Arlington, Va., 6/12 

’62, Robert C. Weiss  
Manhattan Beach, Calif., 
10/12

University of Cincinnati  
Ohio Theta  
’51, Albert A. Nelson  
Terrace Park, Ohio, 10/12 
 
’55, John Stanley Mosier  
Petoskey, Mich., 9/12 
 
’55, Jack A. Alford  
Cincinnati, Ohio, 10/12 

’59, Donald H. Melchiorre  
Cincinnati, Ohio, 10/12 

Colgate University  
New York Zeta  
’43, James A. Gallo, Jr.  
Litchfield Park, Ariz., 4/12 
 
’68, Robert W. Bigley  
Cincinnati, Ohio, 8/12 
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University of Colorado  
Colorado Alpha  
’43, Richard H. Hodges  
Topeka, Kan. 8/12 
 
’52, Charles J. Ungemach  
New Brighton, Minn., 12/12 
 
’73, John M. McCarthy  
Barrington, Ill. 7/12

Dartmouth College  
New Hampshire Alpha  
’55, Robert W. Garver  
Hilton Head Island, S.C., 
7/12

DePauw University  
Indiana Zeta  
’89, Benjamin S. Gilmore  
Columbus, Ind., 7/12 
 
’82, Peter Melberg  
St. Louis, Mo., 7/12

Drake University  
Iowa Delta  
Stephen B. Agnew  
Palm Springs, Calif., 9/12

Duke University  
North Carolina Alpha  
’43, Charles H. Oestmann  
Arlington Heights, Ill. 9/12

University of Florida  
Florida Alpha  
’43, J. Howard Hall  
Gainesville, Fla., 5/12 
 
’49, Jack L. Meyer  
Orlando, Fla., 10/12 
 
’57, Edward W. McCoy  
Jacksonville, Fla., 6/12 
 
’57, Dan S. Meginley  
Fairfax, Va., 5/12

Florida State University  
Florida Gamma  
’70, William C. Ratliff  
Tampa, Fla., 5/12

Franklin College  
Indiana Delta  
’55, Herbert A. Pigman  
Ambia, Ind., 5/12 
 
’36, John Fix  
Naples, Fla., 6/12

Georgia Institute of 
Technology  
Georgia Delta  
’53, Lambert J. Knox  
Fairhope, Ala., 9/12

Hanover College  
Indiana Epsilon  
’53, John Richard 
Kirkpatrick  
Indianapolis, Ind., 8/12

University of Idaho  
Idaho Alpha  
’46, Wynthrop G. Dale  
Thane, Wyoming, 10/12 
 
’52, Walter K. Long  
Boise, Idaho, 8/12 

Illinois Wesleyan 
University  
Illinois Eta  
’44, Adolph W. Walter III  
Indianapolis, Ind., 8/12

Indiana University  
Indiana Alpha  
’50, Roger Roy Martin  
Huntley, Ill., 8/12

University of Kansas  
Kansas Alpha  
’39, Alan R. Sleeper  
Alden, Kan., 8/12 
 
’48, John F. Steininger Jr.  
Kansas City, Kan., 5/12 
 
’48, Matthew H. 
Zimmerman III  
Spring, Texas, 9/12 
 
’53, Rodney B. Dyerly  
Chesterton, Ind., 6/12 
 

’59, James M. Heyle  
New York, N.Y., 6/12

Kent State University  
Ohio Lambda  
’58, Robert H. Morris  
Mt. Pleasant, S.C., 7/12

University of Kentucky  
Kentucky Epsilon  
’48, Alexander B. Veech Jr.  
Deland, Fla., 7/12

Kettering University  
Michigan Delta  
’85, Greg Berlinger  
Saline, Mich., 8 /12

Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology  
Massachusetts Gamma  
’58, Charles W. King  
Kerrville, Texas, 9/12 
 
’63, Grant M. Wilson  
Cape Cod, Mass., 9/12

Mercer University  
Georgia Gamma  
’61, William M. Maxwell  
Macon, Ga., 5/12

Miami University  
Ohio Alpha  
’41, William A. Kulow  
Vero Beach, Fla., 5/12 
 
’54, Charles H. Duquette   
Wentzville, Mo., 10/12

University of Miami  
Florida Delta  
’63, George F. Wilson  
Seal Beach, Calif., 9/12

University of Michigan  
Michigan Alpha  
’45, Robert R. Chappuis  
Ann Arbor, Mich., 6/12 
 
’47, Russell R. Baker  
Midland, Mich., 4/12 
 
 

’55, Russel P. Swaney  
Grand Rapids, Mich., 6/12 
 
’80, James M. Meidell  
Birmingham, Mich., 5/12

Michigan State 
University  
Michigan Beta  
’49, Robert S. Malaga  
Bratenahl, Ohio, 7/12

Minnesota State 
University-Mankato  
Minnesota Beta  
’13, Randal P. Gilder  
New Prague, Minn., 7/12

University of Mississippi  
Mississippi Alpha  
’42, Douglas H. Riddell  
Nashville, Tenn., 8/12 
 
’76, Russell P. Jordan  
Clarksdale, Miss., 9/12

University of Missouri  
Missouri Alpha  
’45, Leon F. Bentley  
Paradise Valley, Ariz., 6/12 
 
’59, David Van George 
Brydon Sr.  
Lohman, Mo., 6/12  
 
’55, Mr. James R. 
McDowell Jr.  
Greenville, Miss., 5/12

University of 
Nebraska-Lincoln  
Nebraska Alpha  
’50, John J. Cady  
Andover, Kan., 6/12 
 
’39, James Stuart  
Lincoln, Neb., 8/12

University of North 
Carolina  
North Carolina Beta  
’56, John G. Medlin Jr.  
Winston-Salem, N.C., 6/12 
 

’49, Roger A. P. Cooley  
Raleigh, N.C., 7/12 
 
’56, Clawson L. Williams Jr.  
West End, N.C., 9/12 
 
’55, Larry Shannon  
Pensacola Beach, Fla., 4/12 
 
’49, Harold M. Morrow  
Hickory, N.C., 8/12 
 
’77, Edwin H. 
Williamson III  
Winston-Salem, N.C., 7/12

University of North 
Dakota  
North Dakota Alpha  
’00, Jack S. Erickson  
Chaska, Minn., 8/12

Northwestern University  
Illinois Alpha  
’03, Andrew N. Reams  
Alpharetta, Ga., 6/12

Ohio University  
Ohio Gamma  
’52, James Runyeon  
San Rafael, Calif., 4/12

Ohio State University  
Ohio Zeta  
’43, Arch Priestly  
Columbus, Ohio, 5/12 
 
’55, Robert C. Winzeler Jr.  
Montpelier, Ohio, 4/12

Ohio Wesleyan 
University  
Ohio Beta  
’39, Richard E. Probst  
Marion, Ohio, 8/12 
 
’46, Thomas S. Delay  
Jackson, Ohio, 7/12 
 
’56, Richard C. 
McPherson Jr.  
Monroeville, Pa., 6/12

University of Oklahoma  
Oklahoma Alpha  
’43, John C. Reiff Sr.  
Oklahoma City, Okla., 
7/12 
 
’56, Richard D. King  
Colorado Springs, Colo., 
10/12 
 
’65, John G. Bernard  
Atlanta, Ga., 9/12

University of Oregon  
Oregon Alpha  
’55, William H. Heath  
Klamath Falls, Ore., 5/12

Oregon State University  
Oregon Beta  
’46, Wilson W. Shaw Jr.   
Spokane, Wash., 5/12

Pennsylvania State 
University  
Pennsylvania Theta  
’36, J. Gilbert Mohr  
Toledo, Ohio, 5/12 
 
’48, Robert T. 
Spinnenweber  
Bethel Park, Pa., 9 /12 
 
’51, James Gehrdes  
Annapolis, Md., 7/12 
 
’54, R. Douglas Cassel  
Hummelstown, Pa., 5/12

University of 
Pennsylvania  
Pennsylvania Zeta  
’37, Peter Day  
Philadelphia, Pa., 6/12 
 
’43, Richard E. Bangert  
Seattle, Wash. 6/12

Portland State 
University  
Oregon Epsilon  
’96, Todd C. Meucci  
Portland, Ore., 4/12
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Purdue University  
Indiana Theta  
’40, Andrew C. Perrin  
San Mateo, Calif., 7/12 
 
’49, William G. Baker  
St. Louis, Mo., 6/12 
 
’55, Neil A. Armstrong  
Cincinnati, Ohio 8 /12 
 
’87, Mark L. Jaggers  
Louisville, Ky., 7/12

University of Richmond  
Virginia Delta  
’05, David C. Haas  
Richmond, Va., 6/12

University of Rochester  
New York Kappa  
’14, Pete A. Teleha  
Fort Washington, Pa., 7/12

Rollins College  
Florida Beta  
’49, William F. Koch Jr.  
Delray Beach, Fla., 6/12

University of South 
Florida  
Florida Epsilon  
2015, Michael A. Agana  
Tampa, Fla., 5/12

University of Southern 
California  
California Delta  
’56, John G. Davies  
San Diego, Calif., 5/12

University of South 
Dakota  
South Dakota Alpha  
’86, Michael W. Will  
Huron, S.D., 5/12

Southwestern 
University  
Texas Gamma  
’69, C. Ron Henderson  
Clifton, Va., 5/12 
 
 

’55, William C. Moore   
Brentwood, Tenn., 5/12

University of 
Texas-Arlington  
Texas Kappa  
’06, Robert W. Wallace Jr.   
Grand Prairie, Texas, 5/12

Texas A&M University  
Texas Nu  
’01, Keith L. Krueger  
College Station, Texas, 
7/12

University of 
Texas-Austin  
Texas Beta  
’65, Knox D. Nunnally  
Houston, Texas, 7/12 
 
’49, Thomas C. Dunn  
Houston, Texas, 9/12 
 
’72, Steve Thompson   
Houston, Texas, 10/12

Texas Christian 
University  
Texas Zeta  
’65, Rolland F. Cornish  
Cleburne, Texas, 6/12 
 
’67, William H. O. 
Harrison Jr.  
Corpus Christi, Texas, 
12/11

Texas Tech University  
Texas Epsilon  
’44, Leete Jackson  
Lubbock, Texas, 7/12 
 
’56, E. Buddy Moreman Jr.  
Mercer Island, Wash., 7/12 
 
’66 Timothy F. Doreen  
Dallas, Texas, 7/12 
 
’63, David T. Hutson Jr.  
Denver, Colo., 4/12 
 
’81, Kenneth W. McCarty  
Grapevine, Texas, 9/12

University of Texas-
San Antonio  
Texas Xi  
’60, Thomas T. Rieder  
Cannington, Ontario, 9/12

Valparaiso University  
Indiana Iota  
’39, Herbert H. Freis  
Lynnwood, Wash., 5/12

Vanderbilt University  
Tennessee Alpha  
’47, John W. Barton Jr.  
Nashville, Tenn., 8/12 
 
’48, James W. Allen Jr.  
Nashville, Tenn, 8/12 
 
’49, William E. Ward III  
Nashville, Tenn., 7/12 
 
’55, James H. Fleming Jr.  
Nashville, Tenn., 8/12

Washburn University  
Kansas Beta  
’42, John Robert Halladay  
Silver Spring, Md., 9/12 
 
’46, James M. Brier III  
Topeka, Kan., 10/12

Washington University  
Missouri Gamma  
’64, Edward D. Campbell Jr.  
Phoenix, Ariz., 4/12

Washington and Lee 
University  
Virginia Zeta  
’50, William D. Munson Jr.  
Candler, N.C., 6/12

University of 
Washington  
Washington Alpha  
’45, Mogens G. Bildsoe  
San Diego, Ca., 5/12

Washington State 
University  
Washington Gamma  
’35, William F. Greene  
Lacy, Wash., 5/12 
 
’44, Charles A. Hooper  
Kennewick, Wash., 5/12

West Texas A&M 
University  
Texas Theta  
’69, Jesse L. Powell  
Lubbock, Texas, 6/12

West Virginia University  
West Virginia Alpha  
’48, William Gilligan  
Sistersville, W.V., 6/12

Westminster College  
Missouri Beta  
’43, Edward Matthews  
Sikeston, Mo., 7/12 
 
’47, Donald S. Buzard  
Heartland, Wisc., 4/12 
 
’60, James Taylor Lacy  
Kansas City, Mo., 10/12 
 
’71, Anthony Winn Agee  
Kansas City, Mo., 10/12 
 
’77, Robert L. Bird  
Tulsa, Okla., 10/11

Whitman College  
Washington Beta  
’75, Lars H. Johnson  
Edmonds, Wash., 8/12 
 
’43, Bob J. Rhay  
Seattle, Wash., 6/12 
 
’44, Robert M. Burns  
Seattle, Wash., 6/12 
 
’50, Jack F. McDonald  
Walla Walla, Wash., 5/12

University of Wisconson  
Wisconsin Alpha  
’44, Volney N. Moote  
Phoenix, Ariz., 7/12 
 
’52, Robert B. Johnson  
Beloit, Wisc., 9/12 
 
James V. O’Leary Jr.  
Riverside, Conn., 4/12

University of Wyoming  
Wyoming Alpha  
’79, George K. Alston  
Oklahoma City, Okla., 
4/12
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To activate your myPhiDeltaTheta profile: 

•	 Establish secure online access by visiting www.phideltatheta.org.

•	Click on Sign In for myPhiDeltaTheta from the 
homepage.

•	Choose Register for Access.

•	 Select Alumni Enrollment and enter your 
first name, last name and desired username/
password.

•	To confirm your identity, select your chapter of 
initiation, then enter either your birth date or 
your email address.

Once you have established access to your profile, 
you can:

•	Update your profile, click on Edit My Profile 
(option below name).

•	Access chapter or alumni club information, click 
on Chapter/Association Search.

•	Once you select your search criteria, click the Search button and move your cursor over the club or chapter for 
which you want further officer and contact information.

•	Access general Communications, including:

•	Resource Center

•	Announcements

•	Calendar

•	 Events

•	 Polls

The more alumni that access and update this information, the better our organization can serve you. Please take time 
today to access and use myPhiDeltaTheta and connect with some good friends from your collegiate days. 

Using myPhiDeltaTheta
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